
ETHICS ACROSS THE CURRICULUM – INTEREST FORM 

SPRING 2010 – DUE TUESDAY, JANUARY 12 

 

 

INSTRUCTOR: Jennifer Hallett 

 

COURSE NUMBER AND NAME: COMM 1100 Introduction to Public Speaking 

 

SEMESTER TO BE TAUGHT:  SPRING 2010 

 

PLEASE INCLUDE A BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF HOW YOU PLAN TO INCORPORATE ETHICAL  

ISSUES, THEMES AND/OR THEORIES INTO YOUR COURSE: 

 

While our discussions will naturally turn to ethical considerations at several points during the 

semester (e.g., during discussions of listening, credibility and honesty, etc.) there are 2 

assignments for which ethics is a critical aspect. First, we cover “ethics in public speaking” for a 

full lecture period as we cover chapter 2 in our text [Lucas, S. E. (2009). The art of public 

speaking (10
th

 ed.). New York: McGraw-Hill.].  

Second, the final speaking assignment requires students to evaluate an advertisement in terms 

of its ethics and persuade the class to see the ad as either ethical or not based on the content 

and goal of the ad. 

 

INCLUDE A BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF HOW YOU PLAN TO ASSESS STUDENT LEARNING RELATED 

TO THE ETHICS COMPONENT(s)  

 

Students will demonstrate adequate ability to construct sound arguments in favor of their own 

opinions using factual information as support. Students will also show the ability to anticipate 

criticism and counter it with logical argument.  

 

Students should earn participation for the lecture on ethics. In other words, each student is 

expected to contribute his or her thoughts during the discussion of ethics. On the speech 

assignment dealing with ethics, students should earn a C or better on their written preparation 

for the speech. This will be judged based on students’ collection of relevant resources, reasoning 

skills, avoidance of specific fallacies as discussed in class, and ability to address multiple 

viewpoints on what is “ethical” regarding the topic. During the speech itself, students will earn a 

C or better as they present their arguments about the ethics of the ad. The same criteria will be 

used to assess the spoken portion as in the written portion. In addition, the ability of each 

student to handle peer critique in an honorable and ethical manner will play a role in the 

assessment. 

 

 

 

SUBMITTED:  Jennifer Hallett     DATE:  January 12, 2010 

 

APPROVED: _________________________________________ DATE: __________________ 


