
For many Young Harris College students, Fall Break is a chance to retreat home and catch up on 
sleep or an opportunity to escape from the cool mountain breeze and find warmer weather. But, when 
the long weekend rolled around in October 2015, 52 students loaded onto a charter bus and began 
the long haul to Chicago. 

These students joined Assistant Professor of Music and Director of Bands Dr. Mary Land for a 
weekend of exploration and inspiration. The goal of the trip was to immerse students into music 
culture and to experience a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity: to attend a special viewing of the Chicago 
Symphony Orchestra rehearsal. The group sat directly behind the orchestra and took in every chord 
and crescendo made by the renowned group. “The sound was incredible,” said Dr. Land. “But, I was 
completely taken away by the expressions on the students’ faces. It was priceless.”

While in Chicago, the group also had the opportunity to perform in the Museum of Natural 
History. Their music echoed through the gallery, delighting an audience of present-day patrons—and 
prehistoric creatures, alike. 

“The artistic environment in Chicago was so fulfilling and inspiring, but the field museum was my 
favorite part,” said sophomore music major Savannah Rogers, of Cleveland, Ga. “It is home to ‘Sue,’ 

the world’s largest and most complete Tyrannosaurus Rex skeleton found to date. As we entered, I 
became so overwhelmed and overjoyed that I started crying when I saw her.” 

The trip was not exclusive to music majors. “We wanted to open this trip up to any student,” 
explained Dr. Land. “Everyone who went on the trip had a common link—a love of music. It really 
helped students bond with each other and realize that they are all good people.”

“The trip allowed me to bond with peers and to form lasting friendships,” said sophomore music 
education major Justin Mason, of Fairburn, Ga., who enjoyed taking in a show by the performance 
art company the Blue Man Group. “Watching them perform was probably my biggest highlight of that 
entire trip. The fact that the show allowed the audience to be interactive made it all the more fun!”

Every student who went on the Chicago trip came back to YHC for the 2016-2017 academic year. 
Dr. Land noted that all of the students left feeling motivated from this trip. Their entire attitude toward 
a pursuit of excellence was forever changed—thanks in part to generous gifts from Friends of the Arts 
donors whose support benefitted the trip.

“We need to do more things like this,” noted Dr. Land. “We have to get students out of their comfort 
zone and into a place they have to think for themselves.” And while these students may have returned 
to campus exhausted after a busy and exhilarating Fall Break, they came back with the understanding 
that a YHC education truly extends beyond the Enchanted Valley.
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Fall 2016 saw the birth of the new bachelor of fine arts in musical 
theatre at Young Harris College. The new B.F.A. in musical theatre will 
help students perfect their technique, encourage their creative spirit 
and give them a chance to shine. 

The fresh, cutting-edge curriculum will help build skills in voice 
production, technique and interpretation, musicianship, sight-
singing, acting and movement, and various styles of dance including 
ballet, modern, tap, jazz and period-style dancing. The curriculum is 
designed to prepare students to work professionally or successfully 
advance into graduate programs, preparing them for a comprehensive 
career in the performing arts. Students work on their craft while 
remaining rooted in a liberal arts education—which is essential for 
success in the business today.

Musical theatre is the best of both worlds at YHC. Students are 
active in both the music and theatre departments, and collaborate 
across disciplines, creating an awareness of all facets of the field. 
The departments within the division—and across campus—work 
together so students get consistent training and continued support to 

hone their craft.
Musical theatre students are encouraged to take part in both Theatre 

Young Harris’ Mainstage and Studio Series shows that include at least 
two fully produced musicals each year. Musical theatre students also 
take part in student recitals and vocal juries. They’re also required 
to participate in vocal ensembles, such as the Young Harris College 
Concert Choir and Chamber Choir, and encouraged to participate in  
music ensembles, such as the YHC Jazz Band, Wind Ensemble, Pep 
Band, Concert Band, Guitar Ensemble and Piano Ensemble.
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In addition to four Mainstage productions each year, B.F.A. students can also 

shine in Studio Series performances as well as numerous ensembles.



For many Young Harris College students, Fall Break is a chance to retreat home and catch up on 
sleep or an opportunity to escape from the cool mountain breeze and find warmer weather. But, when 
the long weekend rolled around in October 2015, 52 students loaded onto a charter bus and began 
the long haul to Chicago. 

These students joined Assistant Professor of Music and Director of Bands Dr. Mary Land for a 
weekend of exploration and inspiration. The goal of the trip was to immerse students into music 
culture and to experience a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity: to attend a special viewing of the Chicago 
Symphony Orchestra rehearsal. The group sat directly behind the orchestra and took in every chord 
and crescendo made by the renowned group. “The sound was incredible,” said Dr. Land. “But, I was 
completely taken away by the expressions on the students’ faces. It was priceless.”

While in Chicago, the group also had the opportunity to perform in the Museum of Natural 
History. Their music echoed through the gallery, delighting an audience of present-day patrons—and 
prehistoric creatures, alike. 

“The artistic environment in Chicago was so fulfilling and inspiring, but the field museum was my 
favorite part,” said sophomore music major Savannah Rogers, of Cleveland, Ga. “It is home to ‘Sue,’ 

the world’s largest and most complete Tyrannosaurus Rex skeleton found to date. As we entered, I 
became so overwhelmed and overjoyed that I started crying when I saw her.” 

The trip was not exclusive to music majors. “We wanted to open this trip up to any student,” 
explained Dr. Land. “Everyone who went on the trip had a common link—a love of music. It really 
helped students bond with each other and realize that they are all good people.”

“The trip allowed me to bond with peers and to form lasting friendships,” said sophomore music 
education major Justin Mason, of Fairburn, Ga., who enjoyed taking in a show by the performance 
art company the Blue Man Group. “Watching them perform was probably my biggest highlight of that 
entire trip. The fact that the show allowed the audience to be interactive made it all the more fun!”

Every student who went on the Chicago trip came back to YHC for the 2016-2017 academic year. 
Dr. Land noted that all of the students left feeling motivated from this trip. Their entire attitude toward 
a pursuit of excellence was forever changed—thanks in part to generous gifts from Friends of the Arts 
donors whose support benefitted the trip.

“We need to do more things like this,” noted Dr. Land. “We have to get students out of their comfort 
zone and into a place they have to think for themselves.” And while these students may have returned 
to campus exhausted after a busy and exhilarating Fall Break, they came back with the understanding 
that a YHC education truly extends beyond the Enchanted Valley.
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Musical theatre is the best of both worlds at YHC. Students are 
active in both the music and theatre departments, and collaborate 
across disciplines, creating an awareness of all facets of the field. 
The departments within the division—and across campus—work 
together so students get consistent training and continued support to 
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take part in student recitals and vocal juries. They’re also required 
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DEAR FRIENDS OF THE ARTS,
As I look around at the talent we have here at 

Young Harris College—the students, the faculty, 
the guest artists—I am in awe. And, over the past 
year, talent continued to flourish on the YHC 
campus. The stage in Glenn Auditorium was 
covered by five grand pianos in a Friends of the 
Arts-sponsored concert that was the envy of every 
college in the state. We had four professional 
exhibitions and two student exhibitions in the 
Campus Gate Art Gallery. There were more than 
20 formal music performances amidst countless 
student recitals and Theatre Young Harris 
produced nine separate productions. Dr. Mary 
Land took band students to Chicago—a Friends 

of the Arts-sponsored trip—to see a rehearsal by the Chicago Symphony 
Orchestra and a performance by the Blue Man Group. Various students 
attended masterclasses hosted by experts in all disciplines, all while 
bringing home national awards. I am so proud to be included in this 
cultural hub of the Southern Appalachians.

We are now in the midst of another year filled with stellar art exhibits, 
theatrical shows, musicals, concerts and recitals. Visit our new Facebook 
page at facebook.com/fineartsyhc to stay up-to-date on upcoming 
events. You can also refer to the 2016-2017 Fine Arts Calendar, look on 
the events tab of yhc.edu, or simply pick up the phone and give us a 
call—we love to hear from you! In addition to our incredible slate of 
public performances, our students are once again performing alongside 
and taking masterclasses from industry professionals, as well as 
competing on the state, regional, and national stage.  

This year, we welcomed several new faculty members to the Division 
of Fine Arts. Zack Vandever—an Alpharetta, Ga., native who joins us 
most recently from Florida State University—will be taking on duties 
as assistant professor of theatre and technical director. In the Art 
Department, Associate Professor of Art Stan Anderson, ’73, joins us 
from Georgia State University with a specialty in the area of digital 
arts. Adjunct Instructor of Music Peter Riggs is currently completing his 
doctorate at the University of Georgia and teaches horn classes for the 
Department of Music. 

As always, I thank each and every one of you for your support of 
our fine arts programs and for supporting our students. This year, our 
theatre students are headed to Ontario, Canada, for multiple theatre 
festivals thanks to the support of Friends of the Arts. Masterclasses and 
guest performances in clarinet, brass, conduction and musical theatre 
are being be held, coaching for auditions for our theatre majors, and 
enhancements to the digital arts program—including a new 3D printer—
are all made possible by your generosity. I am truly humbled by all  
you do for us, and offer my heartfelt gratitude on behalf of our faculty 
and students.

Chris Crawford
Dean, Division of Fine Arts

Young Harris College Trustee Richard McGinnis and his 
wife, Shirley, expressed their enthusiasm for the College and 
its world-class fine arts programming with a gift to benefit the 
fine arts at YHC. Thanks to the couple’s generous gift, the Hilda 
D. Glenn Auditorium within the Clegg Fine Arts Building is 
receiving renovations—and a new name.

Glenn-McGinnis Hall will benefit from new and improved 
seating, improved sound and acoustics for top-quality musical 
performances, a new HVAC system, and enhanced lighting.

“We’re thrilled that Glenn-McGinnis Hall will receive 
these upgrades that will enhance the learning and teaching 
environment for our fine arts students,” said Director of Annual 
Giving Kara Perez, ’05. “The auditorium will now match the 
talent of our amazing theatrical and musical students.”  

Alumni and friends of the College can make their mark on 
Glenn-McGinnis Hall and allow students and the community 
to benefit from quality programming in a state-of-the-art 
environment by naming a seat for $500. With your tax-
deducible gift, you can create a legacy on a new seat that will 
remain for generations to come.

“We are excited to offer our generous donors another 
opportunity to support the fine arts at Young Harris College 
through this seat-naming campaign,” said Perez. “Each 
annual gift to Friends of the Arts directly supports student 
programming through trips, unique performances and 
equipment purchases, while this special campaign directly 
benefits renovations. I hope our donors will consider supporting 
both this fiscal year.”

For more information about the Glenn-McGinnis Hall  
seat-naming campaign, contact YHC’s Office of Advancement 
at (706) 379-5173 or email advancement@yhc.edu. To make a 
secure gift online, visit yhc.edu/giving.

Message from the Dean GLENN-MCGINNIS HALL RECEIVES 
State-of-the-Art 
Renovations

A  TA N G I B L E  I M PA C T  FOTA members like the Erwins 
impact YHC’s fine arts community and enhance the student 
experience. Generous contributions to FOTA recently supported 
renovations to the College’s Digital Lab as well as professional-grade 
ceramics wheels for the art department.
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Chris Crawford,  
Dean of the Division  
of Fine Arts

Frank, ’61, and Clara Erwin have long been avid supporters of Young Harris College and 
Friends of the Arts, but what makes this relationship between the Erwins and the College so 
special is the rich history intertwining the two dating back to the late 1800s.

Frank’s great-great-grandfather James Calvin Erwin owned the farmland that was eventually 
sold to become Young Harris College. His son, Henry Harris Erwin, harvested timber from the 
land that would be used in many of the campus’ first buildings. This is only the beginning of 
how deep the roots run for the Erwin family at YHC. There is a long lineage of family members 
who have attended YHC beginning with Erwin’s uncle George Franklin Erwin, ’14. 

George met and married his wife Vada Kenyon, ’30, at YHC. After leaving college to support 
her husband’s teaching, Vada eventually fulfilled her desire to complete her YHC education 15 
years after the two married. Of George’s many siblings, five of them attended YHC: Annie Rose 
Erwin, ’16, Nellie Erwin Maxwell, ’23, Walter A. Erwin, ’29, William J. Erwin, ’32, and Thomas 
Grady Erwin. Other family members with a connection to the Enchanted Valley include Mary 
Erwin Orr, ’58, James W. Erwin Sr., ’53, and James W. Erwin, Jr., ’80. 

The Erwin family’s roots run even deeper, though. Annie Rose eventually married English 
professor and YHC President T. Jack Lance following her graduation in 1916. The couple’s 
three children are all connected with YHC. Alice Rose McAfee, ’39, and Robert P. Lance, ’36, 
graduated from YHC while T. Bert Lance served as a dedicated member of YHC’s Board of 
Trustees. 

It’s clear to see why the Erwins are so generous in giving to the College and Friends of the 
Arts—their family has played a vital role in the foundation and history of YHC. 

“The answer is simple,” said Frank when asked why the couple gives to Friends of the Arts. 
“Young Harris College is a great school that has exceptional faculty and a great president. YHC 
gives our youth a wonderful start in life.” 

No matter where life takes a student 
after graduation, they bring along the 
knowledge and experiences gained 
during their time in the Enchanted 
Valley. With a strong foundation built 
at YHC, these four alumni share how 
their professors educated, inspired 
and empowered them to pursue a 
path of excellence within the arts.

Allison Burnham, ’14
Sarasota, Fla.

“Art never hides the truth.” These 
are words that Allison Burnham, ’14, 
learned as a student at YHC and has 
carried over into her professional 
life. Burnham explains that art heals, 
exposes hurts, reveals truths and 

grows the mind. This is why she has chosen a path in art 
therapy. After graduating from YHC, Burnham went on 
to earn her masters of art in clinical therapy from Georgia 
College. She now serves as the clinical coordinator at Selah 
Freedom. “My experience at YHC helped me understand 
what art can do,” said Burnham. “The relationships I had 
with the art faculty were invaluable to my education and 
I still remain so close to them.” She plans to pursue her 
board certification in art therapy, a license in mental health 
counseling and doctorate in counseling. 

Rolando  
Fernandez, ’13
Interlochen, Mich. 

After graduating from YHC in 
2013, Rolando Fernandez began 
working for Interlochen Center for 
the Arts in Michigan while pursuing 

his masters in trumpet performance. Once he earns his 
masters, Fernandez plans to work towards his doctorate 
degree and eventually become a trumpet professor. He 
believes that he will achieve these goals using what he 
learned from YHC to be the key to success in the world of 
music: kindness and humility. “If you want to get ahead in 
the world of fine arts, you really need to know how to take 
constructive criticism.” Fernandez credits both faculty and 
his YHC Greek life experience with his growth and success 
in his musical career. “Being a part of Zeta Pi and Alpha Iota 
were very helpful in becoming a more outgoing person,” 
said Fernandez. “The entire faculty at YHC really defines 
the true meaning of being a music professor.”

Ben Sims, ’15
Atlanta, Ga.

Ben Sims, ’15, explains that there were 
many experiences at YHC that prepared 
him for a career as an artist, but credits his 
musical theatre professors and the fine arts 
program with immersing him in “real world” 
experiences. “YHC professors provided 

me with guidance and knowledge, even after I left their classroom,” 
said Sims. “They are still artists that yearn to continue their studies 
deeper into their passions and their careers, and that is something that’s 
priceless.” Upon graduating from YHC, he has worked with Aurora 
Theatre Apprentice Company, Atlanta’s Alliance Theatre, Theatrical Outfit 
and currently works at Georgia Aquarium as a performer. One day, Sims 
hopes to perform on a cruise line, at Disney and, ultimately, Broadway. 
“These aren’t just dreams; they are my goals,” said Sims. He encourages 
anyone who wants to grow on their “art journey” to find a local theatre 
and see a live performance. “Please continue to support your arts 
education and your local arts,” said Sims. “The arts are just as important 
as any other career path, and the arts need to survive.”

Stan Anderson, ’73
Young Harris, Ga.

“I suspect that my creative muse 
has always been YHC mainly 
because of the kind of empowering 
education and inspiration I received 
when I was a student,” explained 
Associate Professor of Art Stan 
Anderson, ’73, who credits mentor 
and art professor Ezra Sellers, Ph.D., 
’41, with inspiring his career path. 
“He lived the artist life I envisioned 
for myself and taught me about 
dedication that focused on doing 
what you love.” After graduating 
from YHC, Anderson went on to 
Miami University where he earned 
his M.F.A. in painting/drawing. His 
résumé includes work with NBC 
News, Twentieth Century Fox Films, 
New Line Cinema and Georgia State 
University. Now, he has come full 
circle back to YHC where he hopes 
to bring the experience gained from 
his successful professional career to 
the digital arts program, specifically in the areas of graphic design and 
illustration. He explains that one of the reasons he wanted to return to 
YHC was to “pay it forward” to his students as Sellers did for him. “I have 
come to understand just how important it is to have a teacher who not 
only inspires you as a student but continues to encourages you long after 
you’ve graduated,” said Anderson. “I learned that at YHC. All it takes is 
just one teacher to inspire you to dream big and to follow your dreams.” 

FOR THE LOVE OF THE ARTS
A HISTORY THAT INTERTWINES

Beyond the Enchanted Valley

C   mmuniqué

DIGITAL LAB
The Art Department’s Digital Lab located in the Art Annex 
offers Young Harris College students access to Macintosh 

computer workstations configured with an array of Adobe software 
for use in all areas of art and design classes. The Digital Lab currently 
houses 12 iMac workstations, new Canon printers and scanners. The 
lab is also readied with professional video production software and 
hardware for film and television production as well as a new area to 
display student artwork both inside and outside the lab. It also houses 
a large conference table and display boards for presentations, 
critiques and visiting artist lectures.

Associate Professor of Art Stan Anderson, ‘73

CERAMICS WHEELS
A generous donation by Assistant Professor of Art Stan 
Anderson, ‘73, to Friends of the Arts funded the purchase 

of five new ceramics wheels. These wheels will further allow the 
development of the clay/ceramics curriculum here at Young Harris 
College. For a donation like this to come from a faculty member 
shows the investment they have in our students.

Art Department Chair and Associate Professor of Art Ted Whisenhunt 

Read more about Anderson on the next page.

Frank, ‘61, and Clara Erwin



DEAR FRIENDS OF THE ARTS,
As I look around at the talent we have here at 

Young Harris College—the students, the faculty, 
the guest artists—I am in awe. And, over the past 
year, talent continued to flourish on the YHC 
campus. The stage in Glenn Auditorium was 
covered by five grand pianos in a Friends of the 
Arts-sponsored concert that was the envy of every 
college in the state. We had four professional 
exhibitions and two student exhibitions in the 
Campus Gate Art Gallery. There were more than 
20 formal music performances amidst countless 
student recitals and Theatre Young Harris 
produced nine separate productions. Dr. Mary 
Land took band students to Chicago—a Friends 

of the Arts-sponsored trip—to see a rehearsal by the Chicago Symphony 
Orchestra and a performance by the Blue Man Group. Various students 
attended masterclasses hosted by experts in all disciplines, all while 
bringing home national awards. I am so proud to be included in this 
cultural hub of the Southern Appalachians.

We are now in the midst of another year filled with stellar art exhibits, 
theatrical shows, musicals, concerts and recitals. Visit our new Facebook 
page at facebook.com/fineartsyhc to stay up-to-date on upcoming 
events. You can also refer to the 2016-2017 Fine Arts Calendar, look on 
the events tab of yhc.edu, or simply pick up the phone and give us a 
call—we love to hear from you! In addition to our incredible slate of 
public performances, our students are once again performing alongside 
and taking masterclasses from industry professionals, as well as 
competing on the state, regional, and national stage.  

This year, we welcomed several new faculty members to the Division 
of Fine Arts. Zack Vandever—an Alpharetta, Ga., native who joins us 
most recently from Florida State University—will be taking on duties 
as assistant professor of theatre and technical director. In the Art 
Department, Associate Professor of Art Stan Anderson, ’73, joins us 
from Georgia State University with a specialty in the area of digital 
arts. Adjunct Instructor of Music Peter Riggs is currently completing his 
doctorate at the University of Georgia and teaches horn classes for the 
Department of Music. 

As always, I thank each and every one of you for your support of 
our fine arts programs and for supporting our students. This year, our 
theatre students are headed to Ontario, Canada, for multiple theatre 
festivals thanks to the support of Friends of the Arts. Masterclasses and 
guest performances in clarinet, brass, conduction and musical theatre 
are being be held, coaching for auditions for our theatre majors, and 
enhancements to the digital arts program—including a new 3D printer—
are all made possible by your generosity. I am truly humbled by all  
you do for us, and offer my heartfelt gratitude on behalf of our faculty 
and students.

Chris Crawford
Dean, Division of Fine Arts

Young Harris College Trustee Richard McGinnis and his 
wife, Shirley, expressed their enthusiasm for the College and 
its world-class fine arts programming with a gift to benefit the 
fine arts at YHC. Thanks to the couple’s generous gift, the Hilda 
D. Glenn Auditorium within the Clegg Fine Arts Building is 
receiving renovations—and a new name.

Glenn-McGinnis Hall will benefit from new and improved 
seating, improved sound and acoustics for top-quality musical 
performances, a new HVAC system, and enhanced lighting.

“We’re thrilled that Glenn-McGinnis Hall will receive 
these upgrades that will enhance the learning and teaching 
environment for our fine arts students,” said Director of Annual 
Giving Kara Perez, ’05. “The auditorium will now match the 
talent of our amazing theatrical and musical students.”  

Alumni and friends of the College can make their mark on 
Glenn-McGinnis Hall and allow students and the community 
to benefit from quality programming in a state-of-the-art 
environment by naming a seat for $500. With your tax-
deducible gift, you can create a legacy on a new seat that will 
remain for generations to come.

“We are excited to offer our generous donors another 
opportunity to support the fine arts at Young Harris College 
through this seat-naming campaign,” said Perez. “Each 
annual gift to Friends of the Arts directly supports student 
programming through trips, unique performances and 
equipment purchases, while this special campaign directly 
benefits renovations. I hope our donors will consider supporting 
both this fiscal year.”

For more information about the Glenn-McGinnis Hall  
seat-naming campaign, contact YHC’s Office of Advancement 
at (706) 379-5173 or email advancement@yhc.edu. To make a 
secure gift online, visit yhc.edu/giving.

Message from the Dean GLENN-MCGINNIS HALL RECEIVES 
State-of-the-Art 
Renovations

A  TA N G I B L E  I M PA C T  FOTA members like the Erwins 
impact YHC’s fine arts community and enhance the student 
experience. Generous contributions to FOTA recently supported 
renovations to the College’s Digital Lab as well as professional-grade 
ceramics wheels for the art department.
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Chris Crawford,  
Dean of the Division  
of Fine Arts

Frank, ’61, and Clara Erwin have long been avid supporters of Young Harris College and 
Friends of the Arts, but what makes this relationship between the Erwins and the College so 
special is the rich history intertwining the two dating back to the late 1800s.

Frank’s great-great-grandfather James Calvin Erwin owned the farmland that was eventually 
sold to become Young Harris College. His son, Henry Harris Erwin, harvested timber from the 
land that would be used in many of the campus’ first buildings. This is only the beginning of 
how deep the roots run for the Erwin family at YHC. There is a long lineage of family members 
who have attended YHC beginning with Erwin’s uncle George Franklin Erwin, ’14. 

George met and married his wife Vada Kenyon, ’30, at YHC. After leaving college to support 
her husband’s teaching, Vada eventually fulfilled her desire to complete her YHC education 15 
years after the two married. Of George’s many siblings, five of them attended YHC: Annie Rose 
Erwin, ’16, Nellie Erwin Maxwell, ’23, Walter A. Erwin, ’29, William J. Erwin, ’32, and Thomas 
Grady Erwin. Other family members with a connection to the Enchanted Valley include Mary 
Erwin Orr, ’58, James W. Erwin Sr., ’53, and James W. Erwin, Jr., ’80. 

The Erwin family’s roots run even deeper, though. Annie Rose eventually married English 
professor and YHC President T. Jack Lance following her graduation in 1916. The couple’s 
three children are all connected with YHC. Alice Rose McAfee, ’39, and Robert P. Lance, ’36, 
graduated from YHC while T. Bert Lance served as a dedicated member of YHC’s Board of 
Trustees. 

It’s clear to see why the Erwins are so generous in giving to the College and Friends of the 
Arts—their family has played a vital role in the foundation and history of YHC. 

“The answer is simple,” said Frank when asked why the couple gives to Friends of the Arts. 
“Young Harris College is a great school that has exceptional faculty and a great president. YHC 
gives our youth a wonderful start in life.” 

No matter where life takes a student 
after graduation, they bring along the 
knowledge and experiences gained 
during their time in the Enchanted 
Valley. With a strong foundation built 
at YHC, these four alumni share how 
their professors educated, inspired 
and empowered them to pursue a 
path of excellence within the arts.

Allison Burnham, ’14
Sarasota, Fla.

“Art never hides the truth.” These 
are words that Allison Burnham, ’14, 
learned as a student at YHC and has 
carried over into her professional 
life. Burnham explains that art heals, 
exposes hurts, reveals truths and 

grows the mind. This is why she has chosen a path in art 
therapy. After graduating from YHC, Burnham went on 
to earn her masters of art in clinical therapy from Georgia 
College. She now serves as the clinical coordinator at Selah 
Freedom. “My experience at YHC helped me understand 
what art can do,” said Burnham. “The relationships I had 
with the art faculty were invaluable to my education and 
I still remain so close to them.” She plans to pursue her 
board certification in art therapy, a license in mental health 
counseling and doctorate in counseling. 

Rolando  
Fernandez, ’13
Interlochen, Mich. 

After graduating from YHC in 
2013, Rolando Fernandez began 
working for Interlochen Center for 
the Arts in Michigan while pursuing 

his masters in trumpet performance. Once he earns his 
masters, Fernandez plans to work towards his doctorate 
degree and eventually become a trumpet professor. He 
believes that he will achieve these goals using what he 
learned from YHC to be the key to success in the world of 
music: kindness and humility. “If you want to get ahead in 
the world of fine arts, you really need to know how to take 
constructive criticism.” Fernandez credits both faculty and 
his YHC Greek life experience with his growth and success 
in his musical career. “Being a part of Zeta Pi and Alpha Iota 
were very helpful in becoming a more outgoing person,” 
said Fernandez. “The entire faculty at YHC really defines 
the true meaning of being a music professor.”

Ben Sims, ’15
Atlanta, Ga.

Ben Sims, ’15, explains that there were 
many experiences at YHC that prepared 
him for a career as an artist, but credits his 
musical theatre professors and the fine arts 
program with immersing him in “real world” 
experiences. “YHC professors provided 

me with guidance and knowledge, even after I left their classroom,” 
said Sims. “They are still artists that yearn to continue their studies 
deeper into their passions and their careers, and that is something that’s 
priceless.” Upon graduating from YHC, he has worked with Aurora 
Theatre Apprentice Company, Atlanta’s Alliance Theatre, Theatrical Outfit 
and currently works at Georgia Aquarium as a performer. One day, Sims 
hopes to perform on a cruise line, at Disney and, ultimately, Broadway. 
“These aren’t just dreams; they are my goals,” said Sims. He encourages 
anyone who wants to grow on their “art journey” to find a local theatre 
and see a live performance. “Please continue to support your arts 
education and your local arts,” said Sims. “The arts are just as important 
as any other career path, and the arts need to survive.”

Stan Anderson, ’73
Young Harris, Ga.

“I suspect that my creative muse 
has always been YHC mainly 
because of the kind of empowering 
education and inspiration I received 
when I was a student,” explained 
Associate Professor of Art Stan 
Anderson, ’73, who credits mentor 
and art professor Ezra Sellers, Ph.D., 
’41, with inspiring his career path. 
“He lived the artist life I envisioned 
for myself and taught me about 
dedication that focused on doing 
what you love.” After graduating 
from YHC, Anderson went on to 
Miami University where he earned 
his M.F.A. in painting/drawing. His 
résumé includes work with NBC 
News, Twentieth Century Fox Films, 
New Line Cinema and Georgia State 
University. Now, he has come full 
circle back to YHC where he hopes 
to bring the experience gained from 
his successful professional career to 
the digital arts program, specifically in the areas of graphic design and 
illustration. He explains that one of the reasons he wanted to return to 
YHC was to “pay it forward” to his students as Sellers did for him. “I have 
come to understand just how important it is to have a teacher who not 
only inspires you as a student but continues to encourages you long after 
you’ve graduated,” said Anderson. “I learned that at YHC. All it takes is 
just one teacher to inspire you to dream big and to follow your dreams.” 

FOR THE LOVE OF THE ARTS
A HISTORY THAT INTERTWINES

Beyond the Enchanted Valley

C   mmuniqué

DIGITAL LAB
The Art Department’s Digital Lab located in the Art Annex 
offers Young Harris College students access to Macintosh 

computer workstations configured with an array of Adobe software 
for use in all areas of art and design classes. The Digital Lab currently 
houses 12 iMac workstations, new Canon printers and scanners. The 
lab is also readied with professional video production software and 
hardware for film and television production as well as a new area to 
display student artwork both inside and outside the lab. It also houses 
a large conference table and display boards for presentations, 
critiques and visiting artist lectures.

Associate Professor of Art Stan Anderson, ‘73

CERAMICS WHEELS
A generous donation by Assistant Professor of Art Stan 
Anderson, ‘73, to Friends of the Arts funded the purchase 

of five new ceramics wheels. These wheels will further allow the 
development of the clay/ceramics curriculum here at Young Harris 
College. For a donation like this to come from a faculty member 
shows the investment they have in our students.

Art Department Chair and Associate Professor of Art Ted Whisenhunt 

Read more about Anderson on the next page.

Frank, ‘61, and Clara Erwin



DEAR FRIENDS OF THE ARTS,
As I look around at the talent we have here at 

Young Harris College—the students, the faculty, 
the guest artists—I am in awe. And, over the past 
year, talent continued to flourish on the YHC 
campus. The stage in Glenn Auditorium was 
covered by five grand pianos in a Friends of the 
Arts-sponsored concert that was the envy of every 
college in the state. We had four professional 
exhibitions and two student exhibitions in the 
Campus Gate Art Gallery. There were more than 
20 formal music performances amidst countless 
student recitals and Theatre Young Harris 
produced nine separate productions. Dr. Mary 
Land took band students to Chicago—a Friends 

of the Arts-sponsored trip—to see a rehearsal by the Chicago Symphony 
Orchestra and a performance by the Blue Man Group. Various students 
attended masterclasses hosted by experts in all disciplines, all while 
bringing home national awards. I am so proud to be included in this 
cultural hub of the Southern Appalachians.

We are now in the midst of another year filled with stellar art exhibits, 
theatrical shows, musicals, concerts and recitals. Visit our new Facebook 
page at facebook.com/fineartsyhc to stay up-to-date on upcoming 
events. You can also refer to the 2016-2017 Fine Arts Calendar, look on 
the events tab of yhc.edu, or simply pick up the phone and give us a 
call—we love to hear from you! In addition to our incredible slate of 
public performances, our students are once again performing alongside 
and taking masterclasses from industry professionals, as well as 
competing on the state, regional, and national stage.  

This year, we welcomed several new faculty members to the Division 
of Fine Arts. Zack Vandever—an Alpharetta, Ga., native who joins us 
most recently from Florida State University—will be taking on duties 
as assistant professor of theatre and technical director. In the Art 
Department, Associate Professor of Art Stan Anderson, ’73, joins us 
from Georgia State University with a specialty in the area of digital 
arts. Adjunct Instructor of Music Peter Riggs is currently completing his 
doctorate at the University of Georgia and teaches horn classes for the 
Department of Music. 

As always, I thank each and every one of you for your support of 
our fine arts programs and for supporting our students. This year, our 
theatre students are headed to Ontario, Canada, for multiple theatre 
festivals thanks to the support of Friends of the Arts. Masterclasses and 
guest performances in clarinet, brass, conduction and musical theatre 
are being be held, coaching for auditions for our theatre majors, and 
enhancements to the digital arts program—including a new 3D printer—
are all made possible by your generosity. I am truly humbled by all  
you do for us, and offer my heartfelt gratitude on behalf of our faculty 
and students.

Chris Crawford
Dean, Division of Fine Arts

Young Harris College Trustee Richard McGinnis and his 
wife, Shirley, expressed their enthusiasm for the College and 
its world-class fine arts programming with a gift to benefit the 
fine arts at YHC. Thanks to the couple’s generous gift, the Hilda 
D. Glenn Auditorium within the Clegg Fine Arts Building is 
receiving renovations—and a new name.

Glenn-McGinnis Hall will benefit from new and improved 
seating, improved sound and acoustics for top-quality musical 
performances, a new HVAC system, and enhanced lighting.

“We’re thrilled that Glenn-McGinnis Hall will receive 
these upgrades that will enhance the learning and teaching 
environment for our fine arts students,” said Director of Annual 
Giving Kara Perez, ’05. “The auditorium will now match the 
talent of our amazing theatrical and musical students.”  

Alumni and friends of the College can make their mark on 
Glenn-McGinnis Hall and allow students and the community 
to benefit from quality programming in a state-of-the-art 
environment by naming a seat for $500. With your tax-
deducible gift, you can create a legacy on a new seat that will 
remain for generations to come.

“We are excited to offer our generous donors another 
opportunity to support the fine arts at Young Harris College 
through this seat-naming campaign,” said Perez. “Each 
annual gift to Friends of the Arts directly supports student 
programming through trips, unique performances and 
equipment purchases, while this special campaign directly 
benefits renovations. I hope our donors will consider supporting 
both this fiscal year.”

For more information about the Glenn-McGinnis Hall  
seat-naming campaign, contact YHC’s Office of Advancement 
at (706) 379-5173 or email advancement@yhc.edu. To make a 
secure gift online, visit yhc.edu/giving.

Message from the Dean GLENN-MCGINNIS HALL RECEIVES 
State-of-the-Art 
Renovations

A  TA N G I B L E  I M PA C T  FOTA members like the Erwins 
impact YHC’s fine arts community and enhance the student 
experience. Generous contributions to FOTA recently supported 
renovations to the College’s Digital Lab as well as professional-grade 
ceramics wheels for the art department.
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Chris Crawford,  
Dean of the Division  
of Fine Arts

Frank, ’61, and Clara Erwin have long been avid supporters of Young Harris College and 
Friends of the Arts, but what makes this relationship between the Erwins and the College so 
special is the rich history intertwining the two dating back to the late 1800s.

Frank’s great-great-grandfather James Calvin Erwin owned the farmland that was eventually 
sold to become Young Harris College. His son, Henry Harris Erwin, harvested timber from the 
land that would be used in many of the campus’ first buildings. This is only the beginning of 
how deep the roots run for the Erwin family at YHC. There is a long lineage of family members 
who have attended YHC beginning with Erwin’s uncle George Franklin Erwin, ’14. 

George met and married his wife Vada Kenyon, ’30, at YHC. After leaving college to support 
her husband’s teaching, Vada eventually fulfilled her desire to complete her YHC education 15 
years after the two married. Of George’s many siblings, five of them attended YHC: Annie Rose 
Erwin, ’16, Nellie Erwin Maxwell, ’23, Walter A. Erwin, ’29, William J. Erwin, ’32, and Thomas 
Grady Erwin. Other family members with a connection to the Enchanted Valley include Mary 
Erwin Orr, ’58, James W. Erwin Sr., ’53, and James W. Erwin, Jr., ’80. 

The Erwin family’s roots run even deeper, though. Annie Rose eventually married English 
professor and YHC President T. Jack Lance following her graduation in 1916. The couple’s 
three children are all connected with YHC. Alice Rose McAfee, ’39, and Robert P. Lance, ’36, 
graduated from YHC while T. Bert Lance served as a dedicated member of YHC’s Board of 
Trustees. 

It’s clear to see why the Erwins are so generous in giving to the College and Friends of the 
Arts—their family has played a vital role in the foundation and history of YHC. 

“The answer is simple,” said Frank when asked why the couple gives to Friends of the Arts. 
“Young Harris College is a great school that has exceptional faculty and a great president. YHC 
gives our youth a wonderful start in life.” 

No matter where life takes a student 
after graduation, they bring along the 
knowledge and experiences gained 
during their time in the Enchanted 
Valley. With a strong foundation built 
at YHC, these four alumni share how 
their professors educated, inspired 
and empowered them to pursue a 
path of excellence within the arts.

Allison Burnham, ’14
Sarasota, Fla.

“Art never hides the truth.” These 
are words that Allison Burnham, ’14, 
learned as a student at YHC and has 
carried over into her professional 
life. Burnham explains that art heals, 
exposes hurts, reveals truths and 

grows the mind. This is why she has chosen a path in art 
therapy. After graduating from YHC, Burnham went on 
to earn her masters of art in clinical therapy from Georgia 
College. She now serves as the clinical coordinator at Selah 
Freedom. “My experience at YHC helped me understand 
what art can do,” said Burnham. “The relationships I had 
with the art faculty were invaluable to my education and 
I still remain so close to them.” She plans to pursue her 
board certification in art therapy, a license in mental health 
counseling and doctorate in counseling. 

Rolando  
Fernandez, ’13
Interlochen, Mich. 

After graduating from YHC in 
2013, Rolando Fernandez began 
working for Interlochen Center for 
the Arts in Michigan while pursuing 

his masters in trumpet performance. Once he earns his 
masters, Fernandez plans to work towards his doctorate 
degree and eventually become a trumpet professor. He 
believes that he will achieve these goals using what he 
learned from YHC to be the key to success in the world of 
music: kindness and humility. “If you want to get ahead in 
the world of fine arts, you really need to know how to take 
constructive criticism.” Fernandez credits both faculty and 
his YHC Greek life experience with his growth and success 
in his musical career. “Being a part of Zeta Pi and Alpha Iota 
were very helpful in becoming a more outgoing person,” 
said Fernandez. “The entire faculty at YHC really defines 
the true meaning of being a music professor.”

Ben Sims, ’15
Atlanta, Ga.

Ben Sims, ’15, explains that there were 
many experiences at YHC that prepared 
him for a career as an artist, but credits his 
musical theatre professors and the fine arts 
program with immersing him in “real world” 
experiences. “YHC professors provided 

me with guidance and knowledge, even after I left their classroom,” 
said Sims. “They are still artists that yearn to continue their studies 
deeper into their passions and their careers, and that is something that’s 
priceless.” Upon graduating from YHC, he has worked with Aurora 
Theatre Apprentice Company, Atlanta’s Alliance Theatre, Theatrical Outfit 
and currently works at Georgia Aquarium as a performer. One day, Sims 
hopes to perform on a cruise line, at Disney and, ultimately, Broadway. 
“These aren’t just dreams; they are my goals,” said Sims. He encourages 
anyone who wants to grow on their “art journey” to find a local theatre 
and see a live performance. “Please continue to support your arts 
education and your local arts,” said Sims. “The arts are just as important 
as any other career path, and the arts need to survive.”

Stan Anderson, ’73
Young Harris, Ga.

“I suspect that my creative muse 
has always been YHC mainly 
because of the kind of empowering 
education and inspiration I received 
when I was a student,” explained 
Associate Professor of Art Stan 
Anderson, ’73, who credits mentor 
and art professor Ezra Sellers, Ph.D., 
’41, with inspiring his career path. 
“He lived the artist life I envisioned 
for myself and taught me about 
dedication that focused on doing 
what you love.” After graduating 
from YHC, Anderson went on to 
Miami University where he earned 
his M.F.A. in painting/drawing. His 
résumé includes work with NBC 
News, Twentieth Century Fox Films, 
New Line Cinema and Georgia State 
University. Now, he has come full 
circle back to YHC where he hopes 
to bring the experience gained from 
his successful professional career to 
the digital arts program, specifically in the areas of graphic design and 
illustration. He explains that one of the reasons he wanted to return to 
YHC was to “pay it forward” to his students as Sellers did for him. “I have 
come to understand just how important it is to have a teacher who not 
only inspires you as a student but continues to encourages you long after 
you’ve graduated,” said Anderson. “I learned that at YHC. All it takes is 
just one teacher to inspire you to dream big and to follow your dreams.” 

FOR THE LOVE OF THE ARTS
A HISTORY THAT INTERTWINES

Beyond the Enchanted Valley
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DIGITAL LAB
The Art Department’s Digital Lab located in the Art Annex 
offers Young Harris College students access to Macintosh 

computer workstations configured with an array of Adobe software 
for use in all areas of art and design classes. The Digital Lab currently 
houses 12 iMac workstations, new Canon printers and scanners. The 
lab is also readied with professional video production software and 
hardware for film and television production as well as a new area to 
display student artwork both inside and outside the lab. It also houses 
a large conference table and display boards for presentations, 
critiques and visiting artist lectures.

Associate Professor of Art Stan Anderson, ‘73

CERAMICS WHEELS
A generous donation by Assistant Professor of Art Stan 
Anderson, ‘73, to Friends of the Arts funded the purchase 

of five new ceramics wheels. These wheels will further allow the 
development of the clay/ceramics curriculum here at Young Harris 
College. For a donation like this to come from a faculty member 
shows the investment they have in our students.

Art Department Chair and Associate Professor of Art Ted Whisenhunt 

Read more about Anderson on the next page.

Frank, ‘61, and Clara Erwin



For many Young Harris College students, Fall Break is a chance to retreat home and catch up on 
sleep or an opportunity to escape from the cool mountain breeze and find warmer weather. But, when 
the long weekend rolled around in October 2015, 52 students loaded onto a charter bus and began 
the long haul to Chicago. 

These students joined Assistant Professor of Music and Director of Bands Dr. Mary Land for a 
weekend of exploration and inspiration. The goal of the trip was to immerse students into music 
culture and to experience a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity: to attend a special viewing of the Chicago 
Symphony Orchestra rehearsal. The group sat directly behind the orchestra and took in every chord 
and crescendo made by the renowned group. “The sound was incredible,” said Dr. Land. “But, I was 
completely taken away by the expressions on the students’ faces. It was priceless.”

While in Chicago, the group also had the opportunity to perform in the Museum of Natural 
History. Their music echoed through the gallery, delighting an audience of present-day patrons—and 
prehistoric creatures, alike. 

“The artistic environment in Chicago was so fulfilling and inspiring, but the field museum was my 
favorite part,” said sophomore music major Savannah Rogers, of Cleveland, Ga. “It is home to ‘Sue,’ 

the world’s largest and most complete Tyrannosaurus Rex skeleton found to date. As we entered, I 
became so overwhelmed and overjoyed that I started crying when I saw her.” 

The trip was not exclusive to music majors. “We wanted to open this trip up to any student,” 
explained Dr. Land. “Everyone who went on the trip had a common link—a love of music. It really 
helped students bond with each other and realize that they are all good people.”

“The trip allowed me to bond with peers and to form lasting friendships,” said sophomore music 
education major Justin Mason, of Fairburn, Ga., who enjoyed taking in a show by the performance 
art company the Blue Man Group. “Watching them perform was probably my biggest highlight of that 
entire trip. The fact that the show allowed the audience to be interactive made it all the more fun!”

Every student who went on the Chicago trip came back to YHC for the 2016-2017 academic year. 
Dr. Land noted that all of the students left feeling motivated from this trip. Their entire attitude toward 
a pursuit of excellence was forever changed—thanks in part to generous gifts from Friends of the Arts 
donors whose support benefitted the trip.

“We need to do more things like this,” noted Dr. Land. “We have to get students out of their comfort 
zone and into a place they have to think for themselves.” And while these students may have returned 
to campus exhausted after a busy and exhilarating Fall Break, they came back with the understanding 
that a YHC education truly extends beyond the Enchanted Valley.
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A NEWSLETTER FOR FRIENDS OF THE ARTS AT YOUNG HARRIS COLLEGE WINTER 2017

Fall 2016 saw the birth of the new bachelor of fine arts in musical 
theatre at Young Harris College. The new B.F.A. in musical theatre will 
help students perfect their technique, encourage their creative spirit 
and give them a chance to shine. 

The fresh, cutting-edge curriculum will help build skills in voice 
production, technique and interpretation, musicianship, sight-
singing, acting and movement, and various styles of dance including 
ballet, modern, tap, jazz and period-style dancing. The curriculum is 
designed to prepare students to work professionally or successfully 
advance into graduate programs, preparing them for a comprehensive 
career in the performing arts. Students work on their craft while 
remaining rooted in a liberal arts education—which is essential for 
success in the business today.

Musical theatre is the best of both worlds at YHC. Students are 
active in both the music and theatre departments, and collaborate 
across disciplines, creating an awareness of all facets of the field. 
The departments within the division—and across campus—work 
together so students get consistent training and continued support to 

hone their craft.
Musical theatre students are encouraged to take part in both Theatre 

Young Harris’ Mainstage and Studio Series shows that include at least 
two fully produced musicals each year. Musical theatre students also 
take part in student recitals and vocal juries. They’re also required 
to participate in vocal ensembles, such as the Young Harris College 
Concert Choir and Chamber Choir, and encouraged to participate in  
music ensembles, such as the YHC Jazz Band, Wind Ensemble, Pep 
Band, Concert Band, Guitar Ensemble and Piano Ensemble.
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Your support enables YHC’s Division of 
Fine Arts to continue offering quality 
programming that benefits student 
development and enhances the local 
cultural landscape. Friends of the Arts 
supports the College’s goals to enable 
students to grow and learn in an 
environment of uncompromised artistic 
and academic freedom and integrity.  
For more information, contact 
YHC’s Office of Advancement at 
(706) 379-5173 or visit yhc.edu/fota.

YHC EXPANDS FINE ARTS OFFERING WITH 
New Bachelor of Fine Arts 
in Musical Theatre

PLAY A LEADING  
ROLE IN THE ARTS 
at Young Harris College

 Bronze $100–$249

 Friend $99 and below

  I wish to decline FOTA member benefits in order to 
deduct the full amount of my contribution.

JOIN TODAY!
FRIEND $99 and below
all members receive:
• Annual newsletter
• Annual spring fling
• Name recognition in event programs
• Season preview event
• FOTA-Exclusive Talkbacks

BRONZE $100–$249
all Friend level benefits, plus:
•  10% off one gift or clothing item  

at YHC Bookstore

SILVER $250–$499
all Bronze level benefits, plus:
• Invitation to a working rehearsal
•  Invitation to select pre- and  

post-performance receptions*
• Paint N’ Pour art event* 

GOLD $500–$999
all Silver level benefits, plus:
•  Invitation to private reception and  

dinner in the fall*

PLATINUM $1,000+
all Gold level benefits, plus:
•  Go behind-the-scenes—learn about 

production, costumes and set design
•  Membership in YHC’s President’s Circle 

*The tax-deductible portion of your FOTA 
contribution will be reduced by the value of the goods 
and services provided by events.

Please select your FOTA membership level:
 Platinum $1,000+

 Gold $500–$999

 Silver  $250–$499

NAME  List name as it should appear in publications.    Check box if you do not want your name published.

STREET ADDRESS 

CITY/STATE/ZIP

PHONE 

EMAIL

 Check enclosed, made payable to Young Harris College.

 Please charge my:  American Express   Discover   MasterCard   VISA

CARD #      

NAME ON CARD  EXPIRATION DATE  SECURITY CODE 

SIGNATURE

I commit to a one-time charge of $ _____________OR __________ per month for _____ months.

Multiple payments are billed in consecutive months.

Return completed form with your gift to: 

Young Harris College Office of Advancement • P.O. Box 275 • Young Harris, GA 30582
Or join online: yhc.edu/fota

Current 2016–2017 Friends of the Arts MEMBERS LISTED BELOW MADE A GIFT TO  
FRIENDS OF THE ARTS JULY 1, 2016–FEB. 1, 2017.
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In addition to four Mainstage productions each year, B.F.A. students can also 

shine in Studio Series performances as well as numerous ensembles.




