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FROM THE PRESIDENT

A Scientific Method
Science is a critical component of a liberal arts education—and the YHC
community has fully embraced that fact. Here, YHC President Cathy Cox
tells us more about the impact the sciences are making on students and
their futures.

Q: How does science fit into the
context of YHC’s well-rounded
liberal arts education?
A: While the study of astronomy dates
back to the times of ancient Greece,
all liberal arts programs in the modern
era have a strong focus on the natural
sciences. YHC’s core curriculum requires
that students take more credits under
the heading of “Investigate Nature,” than
almost any other academic area because
of the importance we place on a student’s
understanding of science and the natural
world. No matter what major a student
selects, they need a firm grounding in the
sciences to understand and adjust to the
fast-changing world around them.

Q: How successful have our
graduates in science-related
majors been?
A: Unbelievably successful! Of course,
biology has catapulted into one of our
most popular majors since we started

offering bachelor’s degrees again in 2007.
Those graduates over the last five years
have been accepted on their first try into
the Dental College of Georgia at Georgia
Regents University (three of our grads
in the first three years), UGA’s College of
Veterinary Medicine (four of our grads in
just five years), and very strong doctorate
of physical therapy programs, medical
schools, physician assistant programs,
and many other graduate programs.

Q: How important is YHC’s
undergraduate research program?
A: A big part of the success our
students are having in their graduate
and professional school admissions
almost surely has to do with the strength
of undergraduate research they are
conducting while here at YHC. Our faculty
work closely with students to develop
sophisticated research projects, many of
which have been accepted for presentation
at the Georgia Academy of Science.
Not only are these world-class learning

President Cox presented six graduates—including four biology majors—with the Dr. Charles R. Clegg
Outstanding Scholar Award during the 2015 Commencement ceremony. Recipients included Sydnee
Weaver, of Sylvania, Mary Calderon, of Buford, Seth Hulsey, of Cornelia, Jordan Moss, of Hiawassee,
Grace Patterson, of Blairsville, and Lisset Olavarria, of Blue Ridge, all of whom earned a perfect 4.0
grade point average during their collegiate career.
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experiences, but this research work helps
our students’ applications stand out against
thousands of competing applicants, all of
whom have good grades and test scores.

Q: Dr. and Mrs. Harry Hill made
a wonderful gift to enhance the
Maxwell Center for Mathematics
and Sciences recently. How will
this gift will benefit our students
and faculty?
A: The generosity of Dr. and Mrs. Hill—
who have always taken a keen interest in our
science students—is never-ending, and Dr.
Hill really wanted to see us upgrade our labs
for better teaching. So, the biggest change
you’ll see is the build-out of a dedicated
undergraduate research lab where students
can work uninterrupted, year-round on their
research projects. Our faculty will also be
able to purchase a long wish list of needed
instrumentation for their existing labs,
greatly enhancing a wide array of our current
classes. You’ll see a much-needed facelift—
and behind-the-scenes—improvements
throughout the building for better
movement, seating, comfort and utilization
of this important academic building. It was a
tremendous gift.

Q: What can YHC alumni and
friends do to help our science
students?
A: There is no limit to the ways YHC
friends and alumni can help our science
students! We are contemplating a major
addition to the Maxwell Center, because
even with improvements from the Hills’
gift, we are still sorely short of space and
need to expand. We need to endow our
undergraduate research program so we
can provide more funding for the students’
research work and help them travel to
conferences where they can both present
their work and learn from other scholars.
Scholarships, endowed faculty chairs,
internship stipends…you name it, and
we need it. With the high demand and
interest from students, these are good
problems to have!

IN THE KNOW:

THE TOP STORIES
FROM AROUND CAMPUS

YHC Introduces New Institute

YHC Sees Uptick in Retention Numbers

FOR LEADERSHIP, BUSINESS
AND PUBLIC POLICY

YHC’s academic year kicked off on Aug. 18 when the College welcomed more
than 1,200 students to campus, including more than 400 first-year students.
The College also noted a student retention increase—the number of freshmen
returning for their sophomore year—of more than 14% since 2013.
“This kind of growth is unprecedented and indicates our students’ first-year
experience is a positive and transformative period that prepares them for their
next three years of exemplary education at YHC,” said President Cathy Cox.
“I’m pleased that enrollment has topped 1,200 for the second straight year,”
said Vice President for Enrollment Management and External Relations Clint
Hobbs, ’88. “Our first-to-second-year retention rate is a sure sign that we have
become the four-year destination College we planned to become just a few short
years ago when we transitioned from two- to four-year.”
A variety of initiatives contributed to the strong increase in retention,
including the expansion of First Year Foundations to the entire freshman class,
consolidation and expansion of services in the Student Success Center, increased
one-on-one interactions between residence life staffers and students, enhanced
campus activities, and as always, superior class instruction and professors who
take a personal interest in their students.

YHC’s Board of Trustees
recently approved the Institute
for Leadership, Business and
Public Policy.
The Institute, under the
direction of Assistant Professor
of Business and Public Policy
Todd Jones, Ph.D., will provide
a mechanism for expanding the
College’s ability to better prepare
students for careers in business
and government and increase
competitiveness for graduate
school acceptance.
“The Institute will provide
students with the opportunity
to work with our experienced
Dr. Todd Jones
faculty and become competitive
either in their careers in business
or public administration following graduation or
as preparation for advanced schooling in graduate
studies or law,” said Dr. Jones.
The Institute also provides executive coaching
services delivered by an International Coach
Federation Professional Certified Coach to help
students access the newest and most innovative
approaches to solving real-world issues including
developing individuals for increasing supervisory
and leadership roles.

First-year students attended one of four START orientation sessions over the summer.

First Georgia Mountain Storytelling Festival
HELD ON YHC CAMPUS
In April 2015, YHC hosted the inaugural Georgia Mountain Storytelling Festival
featuring an array of award-winning storytellers, including Lloyd Arneach, Lyn Ford,
Hannah Harvey, Andy Offutt Irwin, Bil Lepp, Minton Sparks, Cayce Terrell, Tom
Lawrence, Jr., and Sweet Sunny South.
“Listeners of all ages learned about the rich cultural history of Appalachia through
storytelling and had the opportunity to become part of its preservation,” said
Associate Professor of English Amanda Lawrence, Ph.D. “Performances by our
featured tellers enriched and educated listeners, and workshops enabled festivalgoers to claim their own voices and become storytellers themselves.”
More than 600 attendees flocked to the YHC campus for two days of activities
including a marketplace, a ghost story tour of YHC’s haunted spots, and performances
of Appalachian music.
The 2016 Georgia Mountain Storytelling Festival is scheduled for Friday-Saturday,
April 1-2. Visit yhc.edu/storytelling to learn more.
LEFT Noted storytellers from across the U.S. traveled to YHC for the inaugural festival.
BELOW YHC students Corie and Katie Pressley—known as The Pressley Girls—wowed
attendees with their performance.
PHOTOGRAPHS BY NATHAN BAERREIS PHOTOGRAPHY
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YHC EARNS

INFLUENTIAL YHC

For the fifth consecutive year, YHC has been
named a College of Distinction for providing
students with the best learning experiences in
undergraduate education. YHC is among fewer
than 300 colleges and universities from across
the country and one of only eight in Georgia to
earn the honor in 2015-2016.
The College also accrued accolades
recognizing the affordability and value of a
YHC education. YHC was named to Best Value
School’s 2015 list of “100 Most Affordable
Small Colleges in America” and Great Value
College’s 2015 list of “100 Most Affordable
Small Colleges East of the Mississippi.”
Both rankings lists calculate the net price of
attendance including tuition minus federal and
state aid, scholarships, and institutional grants
to determine the average out-of-pocket costs
students and their families pay for college.
The College’s Rollins Campus Center
has been recognized by Engineering News
Record Southeast as the 2015 Best Project in
the higher education and research category,
recognizing construction and design
excellence in the Southeast region.

The Atlanta Business Chronicle recognized YHC
trustee Rene Diaz as one of 2015’s Most Admired
CEOs in the entrepreneur category. Diaz is the CEO
of Diaz Foods, headquartered in metro Atlanta,
which is a leading marketer of specialty foods with
a distribution network in 25 states, more than 500
employees, and consistent annual growth in recent
years of 20-30 percent.
Peachtree Road United Methodist Church
in Atlanta recently held a grand opening and
dedication ceremony for the Don and Mary Ellen
Harp Student Center named in honor of YHC trustee
Rev. Dr. Don Harp, ’61, and his wife, Mary Ellen.

National Recognition

Dr. Mark Rollins Leads
DIVISION OF HUMANITIES

Associate Professor of
English Mark Rollins, Ph.D., has
been named dean of YHC’s
Division of Humanities. He
has been at the College since
2004.
“Studying the humanities at
a residential liberal arts college
forms the essence of the
traditional college experience,
and there has never been a
more exciting time to do so at
YHC,” said Dr. Rollins.
Dr. Rollins holds a bachelor
of arts degree from Auburn
University, and a master of arts
degree and Ph.D. from the
University of Georgia. He specializes in 19th-century
British literature and culture with a particular interest
in narrative theory and Thomas Hardy’s fiction. He has
published on Hardy’s depiction of classical study in
“Jude the Obscure” and narrative indeterminacy in
“Under the Greenwood Tree.”
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Leaders Recognized

ICL Celebrates 25 Years
The Institute for Continuing Learning at YHC will
host a special celebration to commemorate their
25th anniversary on Saturday, June 11, at 10 a.m.
President Cathy Cox will provide a keynote address
and attendees will have the chance to mingle with
friends while viewing art and literary works by ICL
members and course leaders. For more information,
visit iclyhc.org.

YHC Names Dr. Brooks Seay
VICE PRESIDENT FOR FINANCE AND OPERATIONS
AND CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER
C. Brooks Seay, Ed.D., J.D., M.B.A., C.P.A, has been selected as the new
vice president for finance and operations and chief financial officer at YHC.
“We are pleased to welcome Brooks to the YHC family,” said President
Cathy Cox. “Her expertise, experience and leadership will serve as immense
assets to the College.”
Dr. Seay brings 30 years of business experience—including 12 years in
higher education—to YHC, most recently serving as chief business officer and
associate dean of the School of Law at Emory University. Prior to her position
at Emory, Dr. Seay served as a financial leader
at Atlanta law firms Ashe & Rafuse, LLP,
Kilpatrick Stockton, LLP, and Swift, Currie,
McGhee & Hiers, LLP.
She received her bachelor of business
administration degree from Oglethorpe
University in 1985, juris doctorate from
Georgia State University in 1994 and master
of business administration from Emory
University in 2009. Additionally, she earned
a doctor of education degree in higher
education administration and leadership from
the University of Georgia in 2011.

IN THE KNOW:

THE TOP STORIES
FROM AROUND CAMPUS

Board of Trustees Welcomes Distinguished Members
In the spring, YHC welcomed Matt Anderson, ’03, Darryl A. Hicks, and Bill Johnston, ’75, as members of its Board of Trustees, and Rev.
Michael McCord as an ex-officio member.
Matt Anderson, ’03, of Marietta,
serves as controller at King of Pops,
a regional food production and
distribution company. An alumnus
of both YHC and Kennesaw State
University, Anderson earned a dual major
BBA in accounting and management.
Since college, he has remained an active
alumnus of the College, serving on
YHC’s Young Alumni Council since 2010,
two of those years as president. He has
also served as his Class Coordinator for
four years.
Darryl A. Hicks, of Fayetteville, joined
MassMutual Financial Group under the
Capstone Agency in October 2013,
and co-founded cRetirement Solutions
in June 2014. He currently sits on the
boards of directors for Atlanta Habitat
for Humanity, Atlanta Metropolitan
College Foundation, and Fayette County
Board of Elections, and chairs the
Fayette County Development Authority.
Hicks earned his MBA in executive
management from Georgia State
University’s Robinson College of Business
and a bachelor of science degree in
accounting from Morris Brown College.

Bill Johnston, ’75, of Atlanta,
is a senior vice president
and investment banker with
Stephens Inc., servicing major
Georgia bond issuers including
The City of Atlanta, State
of Georgia, and Gwinnett
County. He earned a masters
of accountancy degree from
J.M. Tull School of Accounting
at the University of Georgia,
a bachelor of science degree
from Presbyterian College and
an associate of science degree
from YHC.
Rev. Michael McCord, of
Braselton, is executive director
of the Georgia United Methodist
Commission on Higher
Education and Campus Ministry.
Rev. McCord served as founder
and director of the Wesley
Foundation in Macon from 20012010 and is an ordained elder
of The United Methodist South
Georgia Conference.

Rev. Blair Tolbert Welcomed
AS COLLEGE CHAPLAIN AND DEAN OF THE CHAPEL
Rev. Blair Tolbert has been named college chaplain and dean of the Chapel at YHC. She brings an impressive
array of church and campus ministry experience including serving as director of student ministries at LaGrange
College and associate pastor at Carrollton First United Methodist Church.
“YHC creates such a unique and vibrant learning environment that engages young adults to discover and use
their passions and gifts to transform the world through work and service,” said Rev. Tolbert. “It is an incredible
opportunity to minister and serve students who are part of such a distinct legacy.”
Rev. Tolbert was ordained as an elder in full connection by The United Methodist Church in June 2015. She
earned her master of divinity from Vanderbilt University in 2010 and received her bachelor of arts in religion and
church leadership from LaGrange College in 2006.
“The four-year experience of college is a unique time of transformation and growth,” said Rev. Tolbert. “To
be able to stand alongside students as they learn, serve, and discover their passions, while creating avenues for
them to grow spiritually and faithfully, continues to be the challenge and best part of my work as a chaplain.”

Connect with Rev. Tolbert on Instagram: @revblair.
Like YHC Religious Life on Facebook: Young Harris College Religious Life.
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COMMENCEMENT 2015

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP Members of the Class of 2015 tossed their caps into the air after receiving their diplomas.
Former Georgia Governor
and U.S. Senator Zell Miller, ’51, chatted with longtime friend James Carville and Jack McMullen, son of YHC trustee Ted McMullen prior to the
ceremony.
Graduates excitedly gathered outside of the Recreation and Fitness Center before processing into the building.
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BY KYLE HUNEYCUTT, ’13
PHOTOGRAPHY BY BRITTANY McCONNELL AND PHILIP SAMSON, ’84

hen you all leave this place, you take all of your body and 75
percent of your heart with you. You leave the other 25 percent here in
these mountains.” Political strategist and public servant James Carville
addressed 156 graduates during Young Harris College’s Commencement
ceremony on May 9 in the Recreation and Fitness Center, sharing with
them a humorous and inspiring message about the importance of refusing
to give up in the face of failure.

“Your ability to succeed is proportionate to your ability to accept failure,” continued
Carville. “When you get knocked down, dust yourself off and get up.”
Best known for crafting a series of impressive political victories at the local and state
level, Carville was the leading strategist for President Bill Clinton’s successful election and
former U.S. Senator and Georgia Governor Zell Miller’s, ’51, first gubernatorial campaign
in 1990.
“We were delighted to welcome James to campus,” said YHC President Cathy Cox.
“Since the opening of the new Zell and Shirley Miller Library, James and his wife, Mary
Matalin, had expressed interest in coming to the College to honor Gov. Miller— who
happened to perform the marriage ceremony for the couple 22 years ago.”
Carville’s “cross-aisle” marriage to Matalin has resulted in more than two decades of
political commentary, and their book, “All’s Fair: Love, War and Running for President,”
was a national bestseller.
As one of America’s best-known political commentators and a leading citizen in the
revitalization of post-Hurricane Katrina New Orleans, La., Carville has championed
the electoral process at the heart of America’s democracy and dedicated his life to civic
engagement.
During his address, Carville discussed the importance of expressing thanks to those
individuals who help others find success, noting Gov. Miller’s role in contributing to his
own personal success and thanking him for his mentorship.
Later in the ceremony, President Cox presented Carville with an honorary doctor of
public service degree.

LEFT TO RIGHT President Cathy Cox presented Mrs. Lillie Mae Green with the Young Harris
College Medallion, the highest honor bestowed by the College.
Graduates listened as
Commencement speaker James Carville provided words of wisdom.

I’m still in awe that I had the
honor of receiving the Zell B.
Miller Leadership Award and
shook Governor Miller’s hand.
#oneweeklater #yhcgrad15
Kaycee Cash, ’15, Woodstock

We made it! #yhcgrad15
#psychology Kayla Anderson,
’15, Hiawassee

PROUD MOMENTS

W

“

So happy these two could come
up this weekend for such a big
moment. #yhcgrad15 #graduation
#yhc #himom #anddad Ashley
Eschbach, ’15, Big Pine Key, Fla.
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PRO U D M O ME N TS

Roomies for life! From singing We
Are Young throughout The Village
four years ago to our real people
jobs we have now! Couldn’t have
asked for a better friend these past
few years! Love you! #yhcgrad15
Kelsey Bowles, ’15, Hiawassee

How lucky I am to have something
that makes saying goodbye so
hard! #yhcgrad15
Breann Lindsey, ’16, Lindale

The Young Harris College Medallion, the highest honor bestowed by YHC to alumni
and friends who have made extraordinary contributions to the College, was awarded to
Mrs. Lillie Mae Green, of Gainesville. The epitome of a community citizen, Mrs. Green—
along with her late husband, Frank, and late son, Ronnie, ’65—created an inspiring
legacy of ethical business practices, exceptional customer service and wise financial
savings. Mrs. Green has made special provisions through her estate to provide support
for the Young Harris Annual Fund and further endow the Ronnie Green Endowed
Scholarship at YHC. To honor Mrs. Green’s commitment to enhancing the student
experience, YHC named Enotah Hall’s first-floor common area “The Green Family
Lobby” as a lasting tribute to the family’s incredible story. Mrs. Green recently gave the
College more than $1 million—once again, supporting YHC and its students and further
intertwining the Green family’s story with that of the College.
President Cox presented this year’s Algernon Sydney Sullivan Award to Brian
Montgomery, of Powder Springs, and the Mary Mildred Sullivan Award to Mary
Calderon, of Buford. Created nearly a century ago to honor the service leadership of
their namesakes, the awards are given annually by the Foundation to individuals whose
nobility of character and dedication to service sets them apart as examples for others.
President Cox also presented three special awards to eight outstanding students
during the ceremony.
The Dr. Charles R. Clegg Outstanding Scholar Award, which was named in memory
of a beloved past president of the College and recognizes graduating seniors with the
overall highest grade point average, was presented to Mary Calderon, of Buford, Seth
Hulsey, of Cornelia, Jordan Moss, of Hiawassee, Lisset Olavarria, of Blue Ridge, Grace
Patterson, of Blairsville, and Sydnee Weaver, of Sylvania, all of whom tied with a perfect
4.0 grade point average.
Kaycee Cash, of Woodstock, was presented the Zell B. Miller Leadership Award for
significant contributions to campus life at YHC as an outstanding leader and role model.
Ptah Garvin, of College Park, received the Young Harris Spirit Award, which recognizes
the student who best demonstrates outstanding levels of personal integrity, friendliness
and engagement with the campus community.
The Class of 2015 proceeded to walk across the stage to receive their diplomas, then
collectively turned their tassels marking another successful year at YHC. The group
recessed through a line of applauding faculty members who heralded them out to greet
friends and families and into the beginning of their bright futures as YHC graduates.

View more photos of the Commencement festivities @ flickr.com/youngharriscollege.
I’m so proud of all he has
accomplished and am so lucky
to have been a part of his four
years at Young Harris. #yhcgrad15
#enchantedvalleyadventures
Cassie Chupp, ’14, Newborn
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LEFT TO RIGHT Political strategist and public servant James Carville addressed the College’s
156 graduates.
Members of the Class of 1965 participated in the Commencement
ceremony in recognition of their 50th anniversary.
President Cathy Cox presented the
Young Harris Spirit Award to Ptah Garvin, of College Park.
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ACCALAUREATE SERVICES

raduates, along with their families and College faculty and staff, gathered for the
Vespers Service following the annual hike to the top of Brasstown Bald, the highest
mountain peak in Georgia and the bookend experience for another key tradition—the
annual freshman trek from Brasstown Bald down to campus. The tradition signals
the end and beginning of the remarkable four years each YHC student experiences.
Following a meal catered by Moe’s Southwestern Grill and a sermon by former Dean
of the Chapel and Minister to the College Rev. Dr. Tim Moore, graduates released
environmentally friendly balloons into the wild over the Enchanted Valley, signaling
their own soon-to-be release into the real world.
During the annual Baccalaureate Service, seniors gathered to share in worship and
listen to Bishop Woodie W. White deliver an inspirational message. The ceremony also
included a special senior class prayer, the ceremonial presentation of purple stoles to
the graduates by mentors, and the distribution of a Bible to each senior as a reminder
of the College’s spiritual heritage.

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT Allison
Arnold, of Young Harris, Sally Petty, of
Clayton, and Rachel Bettis, of Dawsonville,
posed with Dr. Mary Land under a rainbowGraduating seniors released
filled sky.
environmentally friendly balloons containing
seeds during the Vespers Service atop
Brasstown Bald.
Dr. Joseph Pate
congratulated Hunter Good, of Sharpsburg,
following the service.
Baccalaureate
Service speaker Bishop Woodie W. White
delivered an inspiring message.

COMMENCEMENT BY THE NUMBERS

156 graduates

of Arts graduates (art, communication studies, English, history,
53 	Bachelor
music, musical theatre, religious studies, theatre)
4
Bachelor of Music Education graduates
	Bachelor of Science graduates (biology, business and public policy,

100 education, mathematics, outdoor leadership, psychology)
18 Honors Program graduates
19 students who graduated Summa Cum Laude
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THE SCIENCE OF

Life

PHOTOGRAPH BY BRITTANY McCONNELL

Each day, graduates of Young Harris College impact the world we live in through careers
based in one of the branches of science. From biology to chemistry, the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention to NASA, and veterinary medicine to dentistry, these
eight accomplished alumni featured in the pages ahead pursued their passion for the
rationally explained and reliably applied.
12

Kaycee Cash, ’15,
Ashley Davenport, ’15, and
Hana Kudela, ’15
DOCTOR OF VETERINARY MEDICINE STUDENTS,
THE UNIVERSITY OF GEORGIA
AT H E N S , G A

13

BY ALISON MISSLER, ’15, AND LEANN WALDROUP

There are just under 100 miles between Young Harris College and
Athens, Ga., where three recent YHC graduates are settling in for
a new journey at the University of Georgia’s College of Veterinary
Medicine.
As Kaycee Cash, ’15, Ashley Davenport, ’15, and Hana Kudela,
’15, begin their quest to become practicing veterinarians, they look
to lessons learned in the Enchanted Valley for courage and guidance
during this new and exciting adventure.
Cash, Davenport and Kudela, who are now roommates, were three
of only 114 students accepted—out of the more than 1,000 who
applied—into the state’s only veterinary school. This accomplishment is
a testament to their commitment and skill in the classroom, as well as
the guidance and direction of dedicated YHC faculty.
Over their four years at YHC, each of these young women found
themselves to be an integral part of the campus community and
were involved—between all three of them—in almost every facet of
student life.
“If you were in a leadership role on campus, it felt as if the spotlight
was always on you. The same will be true once I become a veterinarian,
so I am glad I learned early on how to be a respectful leader and how
to respect others,” said Cash, who was a standout student-athlete and
member of Gamma Psi sorority and the Dorcas Society.
According to Kudela, who was also a member of the Dorcas Society
and involved in religious life and the Chamber Choir, it was more than
the organizations that made her YHC experience what it was. “The
people are what really make YHC special.”
This sentiment is shared among most alumni, including Davenport,
who noted the caring nature of the College’s faculty. “In class, I was
never a number. Instead, they took time to get to know me. I could
sit in my professors’ offices and talk about not only biology, but life in
general,” she said.
Cash agreed. “It should go without saying that each member of the
biology, chemistry and physics departments have encouraged me and
taken the time to explain things outside of class that I couldn’t grasp at
first. Many of these concepts have stayed with me and are resurfacing
in my classes today.”
These types of connections with faculty, staff and other students
led Cash to what she considers one of the most important lessons
learned at the College. “YHC taught me the importance of the friends,

colleagues and mentors that surround you. If you don’t know how to
treat others well, or understand how important relationships are, the
‘real world’ will be a tough place.”
These strong, confident, intelligent students aren’t letting the
“toughness” of the real world—or in this case, veterinary school—get
them down. A typical course load for first-year veterinary students
at UGA includes seven classes each semester in courses ranging
from veterinary bacteriology and mycology to veterinary ethics and
jurisprudence.
“I know I have the drive and ability to not only succeed and
learn, but also understand and apply different aspects of veterinary
medicine,” said Davenport, who credits the College with instilling in
her this drive and ability. “My time at YHC taught me I can use each
challenge to my advantage and learn valuable lessons from it.”
For Kudela, the rigor of the College’s upper-level courses prepared
her well for the challenges of a graduate program. “Getting involved
with the biology and music departments, forming relationships with
professors, and being able to balance academic, extracurricular, and
personal life were critical in preparing for grad school,” she said. “My
biology courses fueled my passion for veterinary medicine.”
The future doctors also benefited from the well-rounded, liberal arts
education offered at YHC. “Many of my classmates in veterinary school
were purely animal science majors at their undergraduate institution,
but I learned I could have more than one passion alongside my passion
for animal welfare and health,” remarked Cash, who was a biology
major with an English minor.
“YHC’s faculty and staff pushed me to pursue opportunities—
whether that be an internship with a local animal rescue, research
projects that are in the process of being published, or writing poetry
for my honors capstone project, something a bit different from my
fellow biology graduates,” she continued.
The lessons learned and relationships cultivated just a short drive
from their current location have created a lasting impression and
a foundation for success in veterinary school—something Cash,
Davenport and Kudela are thankful for as they embark on their second
semester of veterinary school.
“Each of my professors had their own way in which they taught me
various lessons that have helped me pursue my veterinary career,” said
Davenport. “At Young Harris, I learned to chase my dreams and never
give up. This not only drives me forward in my pursuit of a veterinary
career, but also in everyday life.”

LEFT TO RIGHT Kudela brought her studies to the farm for real-life application of veterinary concepts.
Kudela and Davenport posed on their first
day of veterinary school.
Davenport has always shared a love of animals—particularly horses.
Cash stood outside the School of Veterinary
Medicine following her white-coat ceremony.
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Steve Davenport’s, ’85, love of Young Harris College is
undeniable. Perhaps that can be attributed to the fact that
the campus’ idyllic setting in the mountains set the stage
for his future—in more ways than one.
“I looked at other schools and even 32 years ago, they
were larger than I wanted,” he said. “Someone suggested
I take a look at YHC, so I went up for a visit. My decision to
attend the College was a turning point in my life.”
Davenport has fond memories of creating his own fun
hanging out with friends on campus. “We had to come
up with our own things to do—trout fishing, camping, and
backpacking were some of our favorites,” he recalled.
“Some weekends we’d rent a VCR—yes, you heard that
right—and some videos and have movie nights in the
lobby of Winship.”
As students, he and his friends also enjoyed walks to
Cupid Falls and even took the occasional road trip to Pizza
Hut and McDonald’s in Murphy, N.C. While Davenport has
numerous memories of fun adventures from his time in the
Enchanted Valley, he also remarked, “YHC set the stage for
pretty much everything I’ve done since graduation.”
It was at YHC that Steve met his wife, Connie, ’85, and
connected with a friend who would eventually lead him to
Amec Foster Wheeler, where Davenport works as a project
geologist today.
“Dan Wallace, ’85, one of my best friends who lived
down the hall from me, worked at Law Engineering over
the summers,” Davenport explained. “I was looking for
summer work, and he suggested I apply. The company’s
name has changed a few times since, but I still work with
many of the same people that were there 30 years ago.”
Three decades later, Davenport’s work includes planning
and conducting environmental assessments in the field,
typically in support of property transactions.
Davenport often makes the three-hour drive from his
home in Newnan to the Enchanted Valley to express his
support for the institution. He serves as a Class Coordinator
and member of the College’s Alumni Board of Directors
and Parents/Grandparents Council, and is an avid
Mountain Lions fan.
The dedicated alumnus also enjoys the hobby of
geocaching—an outdoor recreational activity using GPS to
“treasure hunt” containers—no surprise given his affinity
for environmental adventures. In fact, Davenport recently
designed and implemented a new cache on the YHC
campus.
“Geocaching often takes you to new places you may
have never gone otherwise. The really fun ones make you
put your brain to work,” said Davenport, who noted more
than 200 people have visited two of the oldest caches on
campus. “For many of those 200 or so, their visit to find
a cache was their first time to YHC. This brings people to
campus that may have passed by without stopping—that’s
a lot of great exposure.”
Davenport hopes these visitors to campus will choose to
attend the College that influenced his life in so many ways.
“The faculty and staff members I encountered or studied
under at YHC continually encouraged us to always be
curious, never stop learning and to have fun,” he said.
There’s no doubt these lessons have stayed with Davenport
on his journey through life.
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Steve Davenport, ’85
PROJECT GEOLOGIST, AMEC FOSTER WHEELER
ENVIRONMENT & INFRASTRUCTURE, INC.
NEWNAN
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For many, choosing a college can be a difficult and confusing
ordeal, but this was not the case for Dr. Katie Dyer, ’11. “YHC was
always my priority in college plans,” explained Dr. Dyer. Her choice
to attend Young Harris College was a well-informed decision
considering her grandmother, father, aunt, uncle, brother and sister
all attended the College. “Due to their positive experiences as
well as my own appeal to a small, close-knit and local environment,
I have always felt a special connection to YHC,” she said.
Dyer thoroughly enjoyed living on campus and recalls many
fond memories of fostering life-long friendships in Enotah Hall or
“New Dorm” as she and her friends referred to it at the time. “Late
night coffee hour, Criminal Minds marathons with my suitemates,
and studying for finals with my friends on the balcony—these are
all memories I cherish closely today,” Dr. Dyer said.
While her four years at YHC were some of her happiest, they
were also some of her busiest due to juggling a part-time job,
tutoring, and working as an assistant for the College’s Predatory
Beetle Lab, in addition to serving as manager for the cross country
team and navigating 21-hour semesters to accommodate a minor
in business and public policy.
“Little did I know then that my busy schedule would be
advantageous in time management during dental school,”
explained Dr. Dyer, who noted it was not uncommon to have 10 or
more exams in one week, which could have been overwhelming
had YHC not taught her to maximize her time and effort.
“Dr. Bob Nichols always quoted, ‘fight the ghost of
mediocrity’—a philosophy I will forever live by,” said Dr. Dyer. “I
remember scoring a 103 out of 110 on one of Dr. Nichols’ exams
and him telling me, ‘you could have made a 110.’ I realized that
while a 103 was an acceptable grade, I could be better than
acceptable.”
Many of Dr. Dyer’s lab professors also impacted her life in
positive ways by building her confidence and encouraging her to
pursue research that furthered her own interests.
“I’ll always appreciate Dr. Linda Jones for helping me with
my project for the Georgia Academy of Science and Dr. Paul
Arnold for persuading me to present it,” she said. She also fondly
remembers reading “no high heels or deduction” on Dr. BK Hull’s
organic gardening syllabus. “She knew I loved my heels and
my grades,” Dr. Dyer quipped. “I was convinced I would find a
loophole.”
Dr. Dyer’s determination to exceed expectations reached fruition
when, at the end of her senior year, she received a phone call
relaying her acceptance into dental school at Georgia Regents
University College of Dental Medicine. “I was so excited to learn
my YHC classmate Meg Patterson Ferdos, ’11, and I were both
accepted, both venturing into a field we now call our own,”
she recalled. “I will never forget how difficult it was to focus on
studying for my last final after getting that call.”
Having completed her doctorate in dental medicine degree,
Dr. Dyer now works as a dentist with an emphasis in cosmetics,
geriatrics, and pediatrics with Dr. Ralph Jackson in Cornelia,
and with her father, Dr. Ronnie Dyer, in Blairsville. She resides
in Hiawassee and considers herself very fortunate to call the
Enchanted Valley her home.
“YHC created expectations that, in turn, created a desire to
achieve those expectations,” Dr. Dyer said. “With professors
who had genuine passion for their specialties, I received the
educational foundation for my doctorate, and as a proud alumna,
I support YHC as it continues to mold our next generation.”
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Dr. Katie Dyer, ’11
DENTIST, DR. RONNIE DYER, DMD,
AND DR. RALPH JACKSON, DDS
H I AWA S S E E
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BY ALISON MISSLER, ’15

Alvis Tucker, ’92
PROJECT LEADER,
MILLIKEN CHEMICAL DIVISION
SIMPSONVILLE, S.C.
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Alvis Tucker, ’92, who grew up in Toccoa, was familiar
with the workings of a small community. However, it
wasn’t Young Harris College’s quaint size that sold him
on the College when he visited prior to graduating
from high school.
“I loved the idea of being able to just hike off
campus in the mountains,” he reminisced. Along with
living up close and personal with the Northeast Georgia
mountains, there was another contributing factor to his
decision—his role on YHC’s soccer team.
His years in the Enchanted Valley were packed.
Tucker was not only studying for his associate of
science degree, but was an active member of the YHC
community, taking advantage of “all the extracurricular
experiences prevalent at Young Harris College” and
forming close bonds with classmates, faculty, and staff.
Tucker grew especially close with former campus
minister Rev. Fred Whitley and former tennis coach and
Emeritus Professor of Mathematics Dr. Bob Nichols.
“Rev continues to be an influence in my life today,”
Tucker said. “In fact, when my wife, Nesha, and I were
married in Susan B. Harris Chapel, he officiated.”
Tucker credits Dr. Nichols with helping him gain a
solid foundation in his education. “Dr. Nichols taught
me to focus on my education and the structure of
studying,” Tucker recalled. “After graduating from
Young Harris, I had the confidence to pursue a degree
and career in engineering.”
And that is exactly what he went on to do, obtaining
his bachelor of mechanical engineering technology
degree from Southern Polytechnic State University in
Atlanta—now part of Kennesaw State University.
He leveraged his degrees to snag a position with
Milliken & Company and has put his passion for
science to work for the leader in chemical research
and development for 22 years. “Working at several
of Milliken’s manufacturing locations in a variety of
positions over the years provided the ability to gain
experience with various technologies.”
Today, Tucker works as a project leader within
the company’s chemical division, overseeing capital
improvement projects and working with teams to
identify cost-saving projects and business growth. His
education and training in the sciences has served him
well at Milliken.
“My education in science fits well with a
company that focuses on innovation, research and
development,” he said. “Our division produces many
products developed through deep science that are
probably in your home, including a clarifying agent
for polypropylene that enables plastic food storage
containers to be clear like glass and recyclable.”
Despite his busy work schedule, Tucker has found the
time to give back to the institution where his foundation
was laid by serving as chair of the College’s Alumni
Association Board of Directors in 2008.
Through his interactions, he discovered and
developed new relationships with alumni that attended
the College before and after his time as a student—
back under the canopy of the mountains, a scene that
first brought Tucker to Young Harris years ago.
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Dr. Dennis Tucker, ’70
MATERIALS SCIENTIST, NASA’S
MARSHALL SPACE FLIGHT CENTER
HUNTSVILLE, ALA.

BY ALISON MISSLER, ’15, AND LEANN WALDROUP

Like most high school students, Dr. Dennis Tucker, ’70, was unsure
what he wanted to do with his life. A solid “B” student who rarely
cracked a book, the native of Rome, Ga., had not found anything that
interested him as a possible career.
That changed, though, when his father suggested he attend Young
Harris College in hopes it “would give him some direction.” Dr. Tucker
was right to trust his father’s advice as his time at the College laid the
foundation for his future work as a scientist at one of the world’s most
respected agencies: NASA.
“I took my first science classes at YHC—chemistry and physics—
and they set off a lifelong interest in understanding how things
work,” Dr. Tucker recalled. “I knew I needed to do something in the
technical field.”
It was at YHC that Dr. Tucker also developed skills that have
benefitted him as continued to further his education. “I realized when I
was taking my first chemistry class that I could not breeze through class
like I did in high school. I started forming good study habits while at
the College, which benefited me through my Ph.D. studies,” said Dr.
Tucker, who noted he still “studies” today—32 years after receiving
his doctorate.
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Dr. Tucker recalls putting those study skills to good use in a history
class on the French Revolution taught by former academic dean and
interim president Clay Dotson, Ph.D. “It might sound odd coming
from a scientist, but one of my favorite classes at YHC was Dr. Dotson’s
history class. He was one of the best professors I ever had, but it was
one of the toughest A’s I ever earned,” he recalled.
After his two years at YHC, Dr. Tucker went on to receive a B.A. in
mathematics from the University of La Verne, M.S. in ceramic science
and engineering from Georgia Tech, and Ph.D. in material science from
the University of Florida.
Today, Dr. Tucker is a materials scientist at NASA’s largest center—
Marshall Space Flight Center in Huntsville, Ala. His present research
at the U.S. government’s civilian rocketry and spacecraft propulsion
research center revolves around energy storage and use—solid state
ultracapacitors, thermoelectrics and hybrid battery/pseudocapacitors—
and nuclear thermal propulsion.
“My research involves forming hypotheses which are testable,
writing proposals, performing the research and reporting the research
in scientific journals as well as giving talks at scientific conferences,”
explained Dr. Tucker. “My career in science has allowed me to travel
the world to give these talks, and this type of travel has made me less
provincial in my thinking concerning world affairs. I have made many
good international friends whom I still stay in touch with.”
While science has opened doors across the world for Dr. Tucker, it
was at Young Harris College that the once-aimless teenager discovered
his passion, setting into motion a lifetime of learning. “YHC opened
my eyes a bit to my strengths and weaknesses,” he said. “I was able to
build on the foundation that was laid there and it has served me well
during my career.”
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Steven Stroika, ’99
HEALTH SCIENTIST, CENTERS FOR
DISEASE CONTROL AND PREVENTION
AT L A N TA
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Steven Stroika’s, ’99, interest in science dates back to middle school.
While it may have been one of the more difficult subjects for him to
master, the sciences intrigued him.
His time as a student at Young Harris College provided the
foundation for a successful career researching the subject—all thanks
to an “accidental” visit.
“A good friend of mine from high school, Erin Heard, ’99, told me
she was attending Young Harris College and, at that point, I had never
heard of the school,” he confessed. “Seniors had a few leave days
available to visit college campuses and we decided to use one to take
a road trip to YHC so she could show me around.”
Despite having no intention of attending the College, Stroika was
excited for the adventure.
“Once we hit the mountain roads and drove up to the quaint—at
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that time—campus, I immediately fell in love with its beauty and
charm,” he said. “Our tour guide was entertaining, the students
seemed personable and friendly, and the recruitment staff was
absolutely amazing. By the time I left campus that day, I felt as if I
already belonged and decided then that I would attend YHC.”
As a student, Stroika was a member of Alpha Xi fraternity, Baptist
Student Union, and Wesley Fellowship, a gentleman for Sigma Beta
Sigma sorority, and even managed to squeeze in nightly Huddle
House runs—all while studying for his associate of science degree in
allied health.
“Being part of those organizations broke me out of my shell
and allowed me to grow as a person,” said Stroika. “I enjoyed the
fellowship and sense of community at YHC. You always had people
looking out for your best interests and everyone was a friend.”
Despite his busy schedule, Stroika credits his college experience
with shaping his goals within the realm of science.
“Dr. Paul Arnold taught one of my favorite courses in college:
‘Microbiology in Healthcare.’ At the time, I didn’t know I’d be
spending my life as a microbiologist, but that class was my first taste
for the field and gave me focus for pursuing a career working in
public health,” he said.
Stroika continued his education at the University of Georgia and
accepted a fellowship with the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC) following graduation. Since then, he has cultivated
an award-winning career as a health scientist working on hundreds of
foodborne disease outbreaks across the country.
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“My job is to compare DNA fingerprint data generated by
Pulsed-Field Gel Electrophoresis (PFGE) that is submitted in
real-time from state and local public health laboratories from
across the country,” he explained. “By monitoring trends in
PFGE patterns, we’re able to rapidly identify potential outbreaks
of foodborne illness so epidemiologists can quickly launch
investigations into the cause of illnesses reported.”
Stroika also works on research and development for the CDC,
including a project—Whole Genome Sequencing: Future of
Food Safety—that was awarded the 2014 U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services Secretary’s Pick for HHS Innovates.
“I’m working with every federal agency responsible for
controlling foodborne illness in America to combat Listeria, the
third leading cause of death from food poisoning,” said Stroika.
“This project is the beginning of the biggest transformation of
public health microbiology in decades.”
Stroika’s groundbreaking research takes place daily at the
CDC in Atlanta, and the skills developed as a student at YHC
have helped him excel in his field.
“YHC gave me a wonderful foundation of great friends,
education, leadership and communication skills,” he said.
“My friends from YHC still provide a source of inspiration and
help when needed, which has helped me grow personally and
professionally. Gaining the skill set to be a leader early on gave
me the courage to take on high-profile projects at the CDC that
really make a difference in public health.”
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“

As a healthcare
professional, I
understand the needs
of patients and the
challenges that we face
in healthcare.

”
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A Prescription for Politics
BY LEANN WALDROUP

|

PHOTOS COURTESY OF THE OFFICE OF CONGRESSMAN BUDDY CARTER

POOLER TO WASHINGTON, D.C. SMALL
BUSINESS OWNER TO ADVOCATE FOR SMALL
BUSINESSES. PHARMACIST TO POLICY MAKER.
Young Harris College trustee and U.S. Congressman
Buddy Carter, ’77, has officially made the transition to
life on Capitol Hill after being sworn into office on Jan.
6, 2015—the first day of the 114th Congress.
He’s no stranger to politics, though. He served as
mayor of Pooler, his hometown, for nine years—a
period he looks back on with a sense of pride.
“I think my proudest moment has been watching
the city of Pooler as it has grown. I was mayor of
the city from 1996 to 2004. When I became mayor,
our population was 4,500, and when I left in 2004,
our population was almost 20,000. Now it’s almost
30,000,” he recently told Roll Call’s “Heard on the Hill”
in an interview.
The Congressman was first elected to Georgia’s
General Assembly in 2005—serving two terms in the
House of Representatives from 2006-2010. Rep. Carter
was then elected to represent Georgia’s First District in
the state Senate, where he worked to address real-life
issues he encountered as a small-town pharmacist.
Rep. Carter is now taking three decades of experience
as a small business owner and pharmacist—currently
the only elected Member of Congress with the
occupation—to Capitol Hill, where he plans to serve as
an advocate for his patients and other members of the
healthcare industry.

“Certainly my experiences as a healthcare
professional, as well as a small business man, have
helped me in my decision making in Congress and in
the legislature,” Rep. Carter said. “All of us draw on
our experiences when we make decisions, and after 27
years in business, I’ve had quite a few experiences. Also,
as a healthcare professional, I understand the needs of
patients and the challenges that we face in healthcare.”
He also hopes to inspire others to become involved in
the political process—just as many other YHC alumni
over the years have done.
“I think it is the responsibility of all citizens to be
involved in public service, and yes, when I say public
service I mean politics,” he said. “Democracy is not
easy; in fact, it’s very difficult. That’s why we need
good people to serve at all levels, whether it be on a
homeowner’s association, city council, school board, or
in the halls of the United States Congress. We need good
people who have real life experiences, and who want to
move our country forward.”
And he is certainly doing just that through his work
on the Committee on Education and the Workforce,
Committee on Homeland Security, and Committee on
Oversight and Government Reform as well as serving as
co-chair of the Community Pharmacy Caucus. During
his first 100 days in office, he sponsored eight bills and
cosponsored 186 along with his colleagues in the House.
Rep. Carter firmly believes he can impact the lives
of others through both of his careers—public servant
and pharmacist.

LEFT TO RIGHT Rep. Carter spoke to a group of pharmacy students at the U.S. Pharmacopeia.
C-SPAN interviewed Rep. Carter in his Capitol Hill
office.
Rep. Carter traveled across his district to meet with constituents and learn about their issues.
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LEFT TO RIGHT Rep. Carter held the USP-NF, a book of public pharmacopeial standards, prior to speaking at the U.S. Pharmacopeia.
The
Congressman visited with the office’s summer pharmacy fellow.
Rep. Carter questioned witnesses at a Committee on Education and the
Workforce hearing.
YHC Board of Trustees chair Brantley Barrow, ’74, chatted with Rep. Carter at a recent board meeting.

“

“Some of my customers confide in
service especially. They have shown us how
me, and I take that very seriously,”
to make Georgia better in countless ways, for
he told the American Pharmacists
everybody who lives here.”
My years at Young
Association (APhA). “They depend on
In addition to the political inspiration and
Harris College were very
me, and depend on my business, and
personal growth he experienced as a YHC
depend on their pharmacists. We are
student, Rep. Carter also crossed paths in the
important in my mental
healthcare providers.”
Enchanted Valley with his wife of 37 years,
and spiritual growth
As he makes his way around the
Amy, ’76—“the best thing to ever happen”
as well as helping me
First Congressional District of Georgia
to him.
during recesses—meeting constituents
“Zell Miller wrote in his book, ‘The
to build friendships
and learning about their issues—he
Mountains within Me,’ that Young Harris is
that have lasted
looks to some of the people skills
like a shoe factory, in that things come out in
throughout the years.
obtained through his years behind the
pairs,” he said. “That was certainly the case
pharmacy counter.
with me and Amy.”
“Your patients become like your
The two met in chemistry class, where they
family,” Rep. Carter told the APhA after
were partnered for lab assignments. “Actually, I
being elected. “Many customers, over
didn’t like her at first because she was so much
the years have grown older and gone on to greater rewards. We have
smarter than I was,” he joked. “In fact, that remains the same today.”
their family now. We’ve become the family pharmacy. We have their
Despite his intense schedule of constituent meetings, committee
children, their grandchildren, and they’ve become customers. That’s
hearings and votes, Rep. Carter still makes time to support the
really a good feeling.”
institution where he first put his political interest into practice.
Rep. Carter credits Young Harris College with giving him his first
The Congressman joined the College’s Board of Trustees in 2001,
real taste of politics. In fact, the legislator served as president of
and currently serves on the athletics and properties committees.
his freshman class. Self-described as “outgoing,” he also honed his
He and Amy routinely give to the Young Harris Annual Fund and
leadership skills as vice president of the Spat Club and chaplain for
student scholarships, and were generous supporters of the Investing
Upsilon Delta Sigma fraternity.
in the Future Capital Campaign. In fact, the new Buddy and Amy
“My years at Young Harris College were very important in
Carter Senate Chamber within the Rollins Campus Center was
my mental and spiritual growth as well as helping me to build
named in their honor—a fitting tribute to the couple’s life of
friendships that have lasted throughout the years,” he remarked.
public service.
Numerous others have paved the way for the political successes of
“The entire time I was up there was just great—I have wonderful
YHC alumni like Rep. Carter. “Just look at the tradition here—Zell
memories of great experiences and so many good friends,” he said.
Miller, Ed Jenkins and Jack Brinkley. They are all inspirations to
“Young Harris College instilled in me intellectual growth as well as
learn and draw from, no matter what field you’re in, but for public
confidence that helped to propel me into my adult life.”

”
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THE WORLD OF RESEARCH
B Y K E L LY L . C R A W F O R D

Yale University School of Medicine. Simply hearing the name evokes thoughts of prestige,
advancement and leadership. So, it was without hesitation that Young Harris College senior biology
major Jaquelin Solis, of Tucker, eagerly accepted an internship as the American Physiological Society
(APS) Undergraduate Summer Research Fellow at the esteemed institution this past summer.
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L A B TA L K
Solis’ research during her time as an APS Undergraduate
Summer Research Fellow at the Yale University School
of Medicine laid the groundwork for a possible career in
nephrology. Here, she shares with us background on her project.
“The purpose of my study was to examine and compare the
possible effects of PDZ-domain scaffolding proteins PDZK1 and
PDZK2 on SLC26A6, my transporter of interest. Xenopus laevis
oocytes, my model organism, were used to test whether coexpression of PDZK1 or PDZK2 would affect SLC26A6 activity. We
compared wild-type and mutant SLC26A6, where the C-terminal
3-amino acid PDZ-binding motif was deleted. Oocytes were
micro-injected with PDZK1 or PDZK2 cRNA and 48 hours later,
SLC26A6 function was assayed by measuring uptake of [14C]
oxalate. Its expression was then assayed by Western blotting.”

PHOTOGRAPH BY BRITTANY McCONNELL

“The entire internship experience was an ‘aha’ moment for me. I was not only able to further expand my
interest in kidneys but also discover a potential career in research which I had not considered before.”

“I wanted the opportunity to perform research at an institution
that would provide me with the experience to work side-by-side
with respected researchers, learn new methods and techniques, and
further investigate my interest for the research field,” said Solis.
She began her quest to find a summer internship during the
College’s Thanksgiving break, researching and applying for various
opportunities. It wasn’t until after the Spring 2015 semester began,
though, that she started to hear back from the applications she
had submitted.
“As the semester rolled in, I received a flood of emails in regards
to my applications,” she recalled. “Some denied me and I would not
hear from the remaining ones until mid-way into the semester. I was
worried I would receive similar email notifications from them.”
While walking to the College’s Predatory Beetle Lab where she
worked as a lab assistant, Solis checked her email and one stood
out. Its subject line read: Congratulations! We are pleased to inform you
that you have been selected as an APS Undergraduate Summer Research
Fellow for 2015.
Solis had been selected to intern in the research lab with highly
respected and world-renowned nephrologist Dr. Peter Aronson.
“I could not believe it,” said Solis, who credits faculty in YHC’s
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Department of Biology for helping her obtain the internship.
“From letters of recommendation and words of encouragement,
to listening to my worrying rants about the application process,
my professors went above and beyond. I was thrilled, anxious and
thankful for this opportunity.”
This opportunity of a lifetime for Solis began with consultations
with Dr. Aronson, who recommended she participate in a relatively
new summer research program at Yale associated with the National
Institute for Health-National Institute of Diabetes and Digestive and
Kidney Diseases’ Division of Kidney, Urologic, and Hematologic
Diseases (NIH-NIDDK/KUH).
“The entire internship experience was an ‘aha’ moment for me,”
Solis recalled. “I was not only able to further expand my interest in
kidneys but also discover a potential career in research which I had
not considered before.”
Solis credits an animal physiology course taught by Associate
Professor of Biology and Dean of the Division of Mathematics
and Science Linda Jones, Ph.D., with piquing her curiosity of the
kidneys and their function. She also had first-hand experience
working with dialysis patients through a past summer job as a
certified nurse assistant.

“I learned about the places in the body where dialysis could be performed,
about arteriovenous fistula (AVF) and its ‘swooshing’ sound, and the clinical
consequences from kidney failure,” she explained. “I was fascinated to learn
more about the function, its constituents, and the factors that could lead
to kidney problems, and I wanted the opportunity to expand my limited
knowledge through research.”
And that she did. Through her time working under Dr. Aronson, Solis also
learned valuable skills that will benefit her work on future research projects.
“Research requires a lot of curiosity, patience and persistence,” said Solis.
“There were many times experiments did not work or go as planned, thus
leading to a rush of frustration. I learned to not let a temporary technical
difficulty interfere with my overall interest in the research.”
Solis will take this knowledge and apply it to her studies during her final
year as a student at YHC—all with her eye on the goal of attending medical
school, perhaps with a focus on nephrology and, of course, research.
“Labs, discussions with my professors, and my own drive and interest to
perform bench-work served as the platform and trampoline to venture into the
fascinating field of research,” she said. “Having the opportunity to partake in a
rigorous and enriching summer internship at Yale has solidified my dreams of
medical school.”

LEFT A senior at YHC, Solis hopes to attend medical school following graduation.
Solis used a Nanoject II to microinject cNRA to the Xenopus laevis oocytes.
RIGHT Solis worked in the lab of world-renowned nephrologist Dr. Peter Aronson.
BELOW Solis spent time studying in the Zell and Shirley Miller Library.

PHOTOGRAPH BY BRITTANY McCONNELL
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REACHING FOR NEW HEIGHTS
BY BETH SAVOY

“To reach for new heights and reveal the unknown so that what we do and learn will
benefit all humankind.” NASA’s vision statement is both ambitious and awe-inspiring,
much like the story of senior communication studies major Leah Cheshier, of Bremen,
as she shines in her role as a communications intern with NASA this fall.
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Cheshier’s fascination with space dates back to her childhood as she remembers
her father waking her to see a meteor shower in the middle of the night. “There aren’t
words to describe how it feels to see something like that for the first time. I think you
can either be fascinated by space or scared because you don’t know what’s out there,”
explained Cheshier. “I’m adventurous. There has never been a day that I didn’t want to
explore everything I could, and outer space is no exception.”
Her daring spirit led her straight to NASA when she began looking into internships
for the fall of 2015. She soon found a newsroom internship at NASA Goddard in
Greenbelt, Md., and decided to apply. She quickly moved through the interview process
and was selected as the primary candidate for the position, but there was a problem.
Goddard had not yet secured the funding for an intern position.

CLOCKWISE FROM LEFT Cheshier, along
with nine other people, rode in the SEV, or
Space Exploration Vehicle, fondly named
Chariot.
The Color Up 5k was held
onsite at NASA Johnson Space Center,
and Cheshier participated alongside
fellow interns.
Cheshier’s served as a
communications intern for NASA during
the Fall 2015 semester.
Cheshier was
greeted by Robonaut 2, a state-of-the-art,
highly dexterous, humanoid robot built and
designed at NASA Johnson Space Center.

“I imagined myself making coffee, running errands and taking notes. Instead, I find myself doing
real, meaningful work that I get to see being used. It challenges me—I’ve learned so much and my
confidence in a professional working environment is so much higher than ever before. It’s fantastic.”
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TA K I NG OVER THE WO RLD:
O N E T WEET AT A TIME
As part of her internship, Cheshier “took over” Johnson Space Center’s
student-run Twitter account, @NASAJSCStudents. Here’s a look into a day
in the life of a NASA intern.
When I have free time @NASA, I love
to attend taste-testing panels. I try
the food & rate how I like it before
it’s sent to @Space_Station!
Everyone can agree that one of the
coolest parts of working at #JSC is
meeting astronauts. Shoutout to
@Astro_Clay, one of my #astroheroes!
At work, I also create communication
plans to connect other interns. An
intern working with interns? You
might call it... Intern-ception.

Hey followers! I’m Leah
Cheshier, and I’m taking over
@NASAJSCStudents to share a
day in the life of a #NASAIntern!

Back at YHC, I double as a theatre
major! I love to act, sing, play piano,
explore, & spend time with my
Gamma Psi sisters & KTO brothers!

I may be a #NASAIntern, but I’m
from @YH_College in GA where I’m
a Media Communication major. Go
Mountain Lions! #yhc
As a #NASAIntern, I do
communications for the Department
of Education. Follow them at
@NASA_Edu! #twittertakeover #JSC
At work, I get to focus on improving
ways the Department of Education
communicates to students to get
them involved with #NASA and
space!
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Coolest thing I’ve done? Select
photos for astronauts to tweet,
encouraging students to apply for
Micro-g NExT!
My favorite place on site is
@Space_Station Mission Control.
It’s manned 24 hours a day to keep
astronauts aboard safe at all times.
Daily after work, I exercise at the
Gilruth Center. I love running trails
@NASA_Johnson. I’m on an intern
intramural volleyball team, too!
Thanks for hanging out with me on
my Twitter takeover! To learn more
about being a #NASAIntern, go to
intern.nasa.gov/ossi.

Recognizing her talent, the staff at Goddard
encouraged Cheshier not to hold out if another
opportunity came her way. Cheshier had not
applied for another opportunity, though. She
knew she wanted to be at NASA, and decided
then that she would intern at Goddard whether
there was funding or not. “I told myself that
even if the funding didn’t go through, I would
still intern,” she said. “How could I pass up that
experience?” Then, something wild happened.
“I was shopping one afternoon when I got a
phone call from a number in Houston, Texas. I
answered and was offered an internship on the
spot at NASA Johnson Space Center (JSC)— a
job I never even applied for,” she recalled.
The staff at JSC found her application
online as they were looking for their own
communications intern. Exactly one month
later, she moved to Texas and began fulfilling
her dream to intern with NASA.
What does a communications intern with
NASA do? Cheshier says that no two days are
the same.
Her most recent project involved a virtual
career fair where she helped design and
operate an online booth for 2,000 registered
participants. This is only the tip of the iceberg
as she has worked on so much more with
NASA including mapping out communication
processes, co-creating a pilot communications
plan to connect interns, and ghostwriting—
sometimes for some “pretty cool people.”
She’s even gotten to Skype with Scott Kelly,
the American astronaut currently halfway
through his year-long stay on the International
Space Station. All of these opportunities have
far exceeded her expectations as an intern.
“I imagined myself making coffee, running
errands and taking notes. Instead, I find myself
doing real, meaningful work that I get to see
being used. It challenges me—I’ve learned so
much and my confidence in a professional
working environment is so much higher than
ever before. It’s fantastic,” she said.
While she has enjoyed her time at NASA,
Cheshier’s future is still an unknown to be
revealed. She will graduate from YHC this
spring and hopes to continue work as a space
media specialist. Like this internship, though,
she knows she can’t predict what possibilities
may arise. In the meantime, she continues to
live ambitiously and awe-inspired of everything
happening around her as Young Harris College’s
NASA intern.

The Modular Robotic
Vehicle’s (MRV) wheels
rotate 360 degrees, and
can be driven diagonally as
well as directly sideways.
BELOW Cheshier met many
of her heroes during her
internship including famed
astronaut Buzz Aldrin.

C O U N TDO W N TO HI S TO RY
Prior to her life-changing internship opportunity at Johnson Space Center, another
of Cheshier’s dreams came to fruition when she was provided social media credentials
to document the launch of the Antares rocket through NASA Social.
“I applied on a whim, and honestly forgot about it until I received my confirmation
email,” recalled Cheshier.
As the countdown finished and Antares began its ascent over Wallops Island, Va., it
was quickly engulfed in flames and detonated right before the eyes of spectators.
“The worst part was seeing the explosion and waiting those long three or four
seconds to feel and hear the shock wave,” said Cheshier, who was briefed prior to
launch on emergency protocol. “The closest anyone is allowed to be near the launch is
2.2 miles away, but there’s still danger of falling debris or harmful toxins, so I knew we
all needed to leave at once.”
While the explosion put a slight dent in her dream of seeing a successful rocket
launch, the accident provided unexpected opportunities for Cheshier. Her video
footage of the failed launch caught the eye of a Norfolk, Va., news station who reached
out to her for a phone interview.
“It was all a whirlwind,” said Cheshier, who relayed her personal account of the
event to Norfolk’s WAVY. “I also received requests from Huffington Post, CBS, MSNBC
and several other outlets to use my footage. I was grateful for the opportunity to let
people know what happened and how it felt to be there.”

Watch Cheshier’s interview with WAVY in Norfolk, Va.
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FACULTY VIEWPOINT

Instilling a Sense of Wonder
BY DR. LINDA G. JONES

It’s a great time to be a scientist here at Young Harris College. The generous gift
made by trustee Dr. Harry Hill and his wife, Harriet, to upgrade the Maxwell Center for
Mathematics and Sciences has been quite a boost to us who inhabit this building—
faculty and students alike. Already, much has been accomplished, and we look forward to
the day when we can use our new laboratory dedicated to research. We will finally have a
space outfitted for our purposes which we can enter at any time to check on the progress
of an experiment without having to tiptoe into a classroom in full session. Upgrades to
the electrical and HVAC system will also keep us from blowing a circuit when we plug in
a piece of equipment, and maybe, just maybe, we won’t have to run the heat and AC in
the labs to keep us comfortable and the planetarium appropriately dehumidified.
In truth, it’s always been a great time to be a scientist. From
the dawn of mankind we have wondered about the world
we live in. We have sought to determine cause and effect so
that we might understand the way things work and perhaps
use natural events to suit our purposes. Despite all we have
learned in the millennia since that time, the universe still
holds mysteries to explore from the smallest of subatomic
particles to the cosmos beyond.
Einstein once said, “Never lose a holy curiosity.” As a
teacher of science, I try to instill a sense of wonder, a curiosity
of the world around us, in my students. I am always gratified
when students find delight in learning some special feature of
life on earth. As a scientist, I am particularly concerned with
the ability for individual critical thinking, the development of
problem-solving skills and a grasp of basic scientific concepts.
Despite increased support for the teaching of STEM subjects,
I am dismayed when I see the reports of scientific literacy
for citizens of the United States (e.g. the National Science
Foundation, Pew Research Center). Science and technology
have driven and continue to drive the advancement of our
way of life. For the general populace and for our elected
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officials who draft policy, to lack an unbiased knowledge of
the natural world and how it functions is, frankly, scary. These
reports also state that people do not understand the scientific
method. Many understand the formulation and testing of a
hypothesis but miss the part about “peer review.” One does
not publish his or her findings in reputable journals without
the critique by other scientists. Results must be repeatable
and verifiable. Thus, the truth will come out; false claims
cannot last. Unbiased scientists seek the truth, whatever that
truth might be.
I am also troubled by the perceived divide between science
and moral values, as if the two can’t go hand in hand. I have
long wondered how society might have developed differently
had Galileo not been excommunicated. A culture of mistrust
of scientists seems to have evolved. Many of you are too young
to remember the cartoon Tom Terrific with his faithful canine
sidekick, Mighty Manfred the Wonder Dog, or the evil scientist
Mr. Instant who from his laboratory thwarted Tom’s do-good
efforts. You probably know of Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein.
Many other images of evil scientists permeate popular culture.
Part of this divide may come from the applications of scientific

knowledge. Witness the eugenics movement in the early 20th century
and taking center stage in Hitler’s program. Consider the potential uses
of nuclear power or cloning. Science and the findings of scientists are
not evil. How scientific knowledge is used is another issue.
Early on, my parents established in me an appreciation of the
intersection of science, faith and ethical behavior. A good friend of
mine from high school and college, who today is an internationally
recognized scientist and a man of deep faith, has also inspired me
to take the hard road of science tempered with a knowledge and
understanding of what it means to live a life of moral values.
The Dalai Lama has committed himself to meet and learn from
neuroscientists, and I have seen him speak at a neuroscience
convention. His overall message was compassion. Pope Francis today
is arguing that we must face the looming crisis of climate change.
Both of these religious leaders are reaching across the divide. I find
hope in their examples, and I come full circle to the value of a liberal
arts education. We train our students in many disciplines, science
included, so that they may leave here as capable and discerning
members of society with an aptitude for informed decision-making.

MY TOP 5:
THINGS I LOVE
ABOUT TEACHING
AT YHC
Teaching and learning at Young Harris College
are one-of-a-kind experiences. Dr. Linda Jones
shares with us what motivates her to educate,
inspire and empower students each day.

1. Interacting with students, encouraging their
progress and observing those sudden “aha!”
moments when a new concept clicks into
place in their minds. I also like seeing students
participating in their sport, in their music or other
creative outlet.

2. Engaging students in research and seeing them
grow into critical thinkers and confident speakers.
The culmination of this is watching them present
their findings at our Undergraduate Research
Day or a regional conference such as the Georgia
Academy of Science. We have had great success
at GAS, and when a YHC student takes first place
in a section, I couldn’t be more proud.

3. Having a student be accepted into a graduate
program or get the job they have wanted. Success!

4. Feeling I have made a difference in the life of a
student. I am reminded of this when a studentathlete honors me with a faculty appreciation
award, or when a student stays in touch after
graduation. I don’t know if they realize how much
that means to me.

5. The area. My roots are in Southern Appalachia and
this is a beautiful place to live.

Dean of the Division of Mathematics and Science and Associate Professor of Biology Dr. Linda G. Jones joined
the YHC faculty in 2009. She earned her bachelor’s degree in biology from Stetson University, and both her
master’s degree and Ph.D. in pathology from Vanderbilt University. She completed her postdoctoral studies in
pharmacology at the University of California, San Diego.
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INQUIRING MINDS: STEVE MORGAN
PHOTOGRAPH BY BRITTANY McCONNELL

For Steve Morgan, Young Harris College’s instructor of
astronomy and director of the O. Wayne Rollins Planetarium,
many a Friday evening are spent navigating space under the
starry canopy of the planetarium sky. A past recipient of the
Vulcan Teaching Excellence Award and the Ezra Sellers Award
for Outstanding Commitment to the Students of YHC, Morgan
is a favorite amongst students, faculty and staff alike. We sat
down with him to find out more about what first inspired him
to study the night sky and why he is partial to North Georgia’s
view of the stars.
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WHERE DID YOU GROW UP? I grew up in Shelby N.C., a small

town between Charlotte and Asheville. Shelby is known as the
“Livermush Capitol of the World.” And, if you’re not sure what
livermush is, you probably don’t want to know! Shelby also
served as the heart of District 12 in the first “Hunger Games”
movie, where the reaping scene was filmed.
DID YOU LOVE ASTRONOMY AS A KID? Yes, I fell in love

with astronomy when I was only 7 years old. I had checked out
a library book about the stars, and was amazed to learn that stars
are actually other suns that are very far away from us. I can still
remember my 7-year-old mind being blown away by that bit
of knowledge, and wanting to learn everything I could about
astronomy. One of my favorite astronomy-related childhood
memories came a few years later when I was 10. My family took
a vacation to Florida that summer. It was special because I had
never been so far from home, but also because it was the summer
of 1969—when Apollo 11 launched the first humans to walk on
the surface of the Moon. We toured Cape Canaveral the week of
the launch, with Apollo 11 sitting right there being prepped for
flight. Later that week, we were among hundreds of thousands
of people watching from nearby beaches as that mighty Saturn V
rocket rose into a blue Florida sky. As you can probably tell, the
whole experience made a huge impression on me and gave me
an even stronger passion for astronomy and space science.

WHAT WAS YOUR PATH TO BECOMING A PLANETARIUM
DIRECTOR? The college I attended—the University of North

Carolina at Chapel Hill (UNC)—had a wonderful planetarium,
one of the largest in the U.S. After getting my undergraduate
degree and doing my student teaching in astronomy and physics,
I decided my career goal was to work as an astronomy educator
in a planetarium setting. I had the good fortune of being selected
for a graduate fellowship in planetarium administration and
education, so I stayed at UNC for grad school. Looking back, it
was really an ideal situation. It gave me on-the-job planetarium
experience, while covering my tuition and providing a modest
stipend to boot—much appreciated by this poor grad student
at the time! After completing my graduate degree, I accepted
my first job as planetarium director at a small planetarium in
Columbia, S.C.
WHAT DO YOU FIND PEOPLE ARE MOST SURPRISED ABOUT
WHEN THEY SEE A SHOW FOR THE FIRST TIME? First-time

visitors are always surprised by the sheer beauty and realism
of the planetarium’s night sky as projected by the Chronos, the
optical-mechanical star projector in the center of the room. I
often hear “oohs and aahs” as the room darkens and the starry
sky appears overhead. We also have a digital projection system,
and first-time visitors are always amazed by the immersive nature
of the full-dome images; the way they wrap around the audience
and give a powerful you-are-there feeling with a convincing
impression of 3-D, but without needing the clunky glasses!
WHAT IS THE BEST PLANETARIUM SHOW YOU’VE EVER
SEEN? Hmm, it’s not easy to pick just one... but I’d have to go

with “Black Holes: The Other Side of Infinity.” Audiences always
seem to enjoy it. One of the things I really like is that, unlike a
lot of other black hole shows, it does not rely solely on artists’
impressions to visualize a black hole. Instead, the producers
worked directly with the National Supercomputer Center, taking
the latest data and crunching it through Einstein’s equations of
relativity to create the most scientifically accurate view to date
of what it would be like to approach and enter the supermassive
black hole at the center of our Milky Way galaxy. Another thing
I really like about the show is Liam Neeson’s narration, bringing
his “particular set of skills” to the voice track!
WHAT IS ONE THING YOU WISH EVERYONE KNEW ABOUT
PLANETARIUMS? Our regular visitors are already well aware

dome digital projection system and 5.1 surround sound, it’s no
longer your father’s stuffy old planetarium! It would also be
nice if everyone knew that astronomy is NOT the same thing as
astrology. I am sometimes asked if I am the College astrologer—
maybe I could get a side job casting horoscopes! On an even
lighter note, I wish everyone knew that we don’t sell plants at the
planetarium. Yes, I actually get that question from time to time,
believe it or not.
ARE YOU PARTIAL TO THE VIEW OF THE STARS FROM THE
NORTH GEORGIA MOUNTAINS? Yes, absolutely—it was one

of the things that attracted me to Young Harris. People who
have always lived here may take it for granted, but I feel very
fortunate to live in a place where the sky is dark enough to
see the Milky Way on a clear, moonless night. That’s no longer
possible from the vast majority of locations in the Eastern United
States. I’ve definitely noticed an increase in the level of light
pollution around here in the past decade, so the sky is not as
dark as it used to be. I suppose that’s part of the price of progress
and development, but it’s a shame we are slowly losing such a
valuable natural resource in the process. I am hopeful that local
municipalities will encourage more intelligent lighting practices,
with light directed toward the ground instead of so much of it
shining up wastefully into the sky.
WHAT DO YOU LIKE TO DO IN YOUR SPARE TIME? My
favorite hobby is photography. Here in the mountains, I especially
enjoy photographing waterfalls and landscape panoramas. I also
enjoy doing genealogy research to discover more about my family
history. And the past couple of years, my sons have gotten me
involved in their fantasy football league, so that’s another fun
diversion when I’m not doing astronomy.
IF YOU COULD VISIT ANY PLANETARIUM IN THE WORLD,
WHERE WOULD YOU GO? For several reasons, I’d like to

visit the planetarium at Imiloa Astronomy Center, part of the
University of Hawaii-Hilo. For one thing, I’ve never been to
Hawaii before, although I’ve always wanted to visit. For another,
the planetarium is located near Mauna Kea, a huge dormant
volcano with some of the largest telescopes in the world near
the summit, so that would make a great side trip. Imiloa’s
planetarium is fairly new, and features a very similar digital
projection system to the one we have here at YHC, so it’d be most
interesting to see how they’re utilizing the system in Hawaii.

of this, but I wish everyone knew that planetarium programs
can be very entertaining as well as educational. With our full-

35

WHAT’S SOMETHING YOU’VE ALWAYS WANTED TO DO,
BUT HAVEN’T YET? One of the things still on my bucket list is a

visit to Machu Picchu, the “City in the Sky” built by the Incas in
the mountains of Peru. The location looks stunningly beautiful in
photographs, and the site features some fascinating astronomical
alignments, including “The Hitching Post of the Sun,” which the
Incas believed held the sun in place along its annual path in the sky.
WHAT’S YOUR FAVORITE CONSTELLATION? Easy one. Orion
the Hunter because of its bright and colorful stars. And it contains
the star with my favorite name to pronounce, Betelgeuse, which can
be loosely translated as “Armpit of the Mighty One.” Orion is also
home to my favorite deep-sky object to view through a telescope, the
Orion Nebula, a huge cloud of gas and dust that’s a “stellar nursery”
where new stars are being born.
HOW DO YOU FEEL ABOUT PLUTO NOT BEING A PLANET
ANYMORE? You know, I’m completely okay with Pluto being

one now as opposed to a major planet. I realize some people have a
sentimental attachment to Pluto as this plucky underdog at the edge
of the Solar System, and they’re unhappy with the demotion. I can
understand that viewpoint—but at the same time, I agree with the
scientific reasons for the reclassification. A good analogy is when the
first asteroids were discovered in the early 1800s, like Ceres. At first,
Ceres was considered a major planet, but as more and more objects
similar to it were discovered at about the same distance from the
sun, it was eventually realized that Ceres was part of a belt of many
thousands of objects that today we call the asteroid belt. Likewise,
when Pluto was first discovered in 1930, it was the only object
known to exist in that region of space beyond Neptune. In recent
years, astronomers have discovered more and more objects similar
to Pluto at about that same distance. Taken together, these objects
form the Kuiper belt, with Pluto as its largest member, just as Ceres
is the largest asteroid. It’ll be interesting to see if the recent incredible
images of both Pluto and Ceres taken by NASA space probes will
reignite the debate about their planetary status!

reclassified as a dwarf planet. It’s still a planet after all, but a dwarf

THE MANY HATS
OF MORGAN
As the sole staff member for the O. Wayne Rollins
Planetarium, Steve Morgan enjoys wearing many
hats. Starting with prepping the multiple projection
systems for special weekday shows for school
children, Morgan shares with us a day in the life of
YHC’s planetarium director.

Receptionist: As the school buses pull up in front of
Maxwell, I put on my planetarium receptionist hat, welcoming
the groups and helping them get seated in the planetarium.
Thousands of school children visit each year—ranging from
preschool to high school. As one of the only sizable planetariums
in the region, we draw from a wide geographic area, including all
of North Georgia, a wide swath of Western North Carolina and
even Eastern Tennessee.
Educator: Once the school group is seated, I don my
planetarium educator hat. We offer a variety of programs geared
to specific grade levels and tailored to address learning goals in
the curriculum. In addition to the feature show, each presentation
also includes a live-narrated tour of the constellations, planets and
other objects currently visible in the night sky.

Scheduling Secretary: Once the morning’s school
shows are finished, I change hats to become the planetarium
scheduling secretary, responding to emails and returning phone
calls from teachers and other group leaders making arrangements
to bring groups to the planetarium.

Technician: Then it’s time to put on my planetarium
technician hat to troubleshoot a technical problem I had noticed
during the last of the morning’s school shows. A quick inspection
reveals the problem is not too serious; a few minutes replacing a
faulty projector lamp, and we’re good to go again.
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Astronomy Instructor: I switch to my college
astronomy instructor hat and teach one or more afternoon
astronomy classes, using the wonderful array of equipment in the
planetarium to supplement whatever topics we’re covering in
class. It’s so great when students can see these concepts displayed
in three dimensions above them on the planetarium dome, instead
of just pages in a textbook. If it happens to be one of my lab days,
I continue working with a class in the planetarium the rest of the
afternoon on a lab exercise.

Husband: If it’s a public show night, I take a supper break
before returning to the planetarium with my lovely wife Debbie,
who helps out by selling tickets in the Maxwell lobby.
Ticket-Taker: I present at least 30 Friday-evening shows
per year on a variety of topics. Most of the shows deal with some
aspect of astronomy, but I also offer a series of laser music shows,
called Cosmic Concerts, a couple of times a year. As showtime
approaches, I slip on my planetarium ticket-taker hat and begin
accepting tickets as people enter the theater, or scanning in those
folks who have purchased tickets online in advance.

Presenter: When it’s time to start the show, I make the shift
to my public show presenter hat. Each presentation also includes
a live-narrated look at the current night sky and information about
upcoming sky events. If I’m teaching the upper-level planetarium
internship course, I may have one or more planetarium interns to
assist with duties, giving them hands-on experience operating the
equipment and presenting shows.

Telescope Operator: If skies are clear at the
conclusion of the last show of the evening, I make the short drive
to the YHC Observatory to conduct a public observing session.
This requires one last hat change to telescope operator as I
become a tour guide of the real night sky. Viewing targets change
from week to week depending on what’s visible, but can include
things like craters on the Moon, the rings of Saturn, or the moons
of Jupiter, as well as deep sky objects like the Orion Nebula or the
Andromeda Galaxy.

MOUNTAIN LION LUMINARY: DR. MARGARET FORRESTER
BY JORDAN HARRIS | PHOTOGRAPH BY MIKE ELROD

Young Harris College Professor of
Chemistry Margaret Forrester, Ph.D.,
has always had an interest in science
and figuring out how things work. As
a child, she was constantly learning
and even got into some mischief—
all in the name of science.

“I had a chemistry kit when I was growing up and doing the
experiments just made me want to know more about science,”
she said. “I also got into trouble a lot growing up because I
enjoyed taking things apart to see how they worked, but I always
got them back together and all of the items still worked. I still
have that inquisitive nature now.”
In college, Dr. Forrester ended up double majoring in
chemistry and mathematics and went on to study organic
chemistry in graduate school—a path that naturally fell into
place after receiving some guidance and tough love from one of
her professors.
“I still tell my students that my college organic professor
tapped me on the shoulder one day in lab. He suggested I drop
organic because I was not going to pass the class due to my
low test scores. His tap on the shoulder made me mad because
I knew I could do better. Thus, I made a 100 on every test until
the end of the quarter,” said Dr. Forrester, who recalled just
needing a push.
And that push decided her fate—to study organic chemistry—
and later led to her decision to join the YHC faculty in 1987.
In fact, Dr. Forrester has offered similar “tough love” to her
students and advisees over the years, often steering them down
paths that better suit their specific talents.
“I taught a student many years ago who was a biology major,”
she said. “I could tell this was not his passion, so I asked, ‘What
do you really want to do?’ His answer was art. After YHC, he
went on to the Savannah College of Art and Design and is now
doing graphic design for Hallmark.”
Since joining the faculty, the College has grown, but Dr.
Forrester continues to be inspired and motivated by her
students. “They have so much energy and potential that is just
waiting to be unlocked, and I am the one that tries to give them
that little push,” she said. “My mother always told me there is

nothing I could not accomplish once I set my mind to it. I still
believe that and I continue to learn all types of things from my
students. I only hope they gain something from me.”
One way Dr. Forrester gives back to YHC students is through
her work as an instructor for First Year Foundations (FYF),
a course designed specifically for freshmen to help them
understand what it takes to succeed in college. Students are
paired with a faculty or staff member in addition to an upperclass peer mentor.
“FYF is a course where I can give myself to the students,”
said Dr. Forrester, whom numerous students over the years have
called a mentor. “Some of them are looking for guidance, and
as a FYF instructor, my goal is to point them in a direction where
they can get the answers. I also give them a push in getting
them to have confidence in themselves.”
Always looking to encourage real-life application and engage
her students, Dr. Forrester connects everyday happenings such
as cooking within the context of her curriculum. “Cooking is
one of my favorite things to do. I enjoy bringing that into the
classroom to better explain food chemistry and why organic
chemistry is important.”
When she isn’t in the classroom, serving as a mentor, or
cooking, Dr. Forrester can be found volunteering, reading,
gardening, or outside enjoying the sunshine and fresh mountain
air. She is quick to point out, though, that these hobbies are still
work. “I love getting my garden vegetables to come up. And
yes, it is work but this type is not as mental as teaching is.”
As year 30 of her tenure at Young Harris College approaches,
one thing remains certain. The inquisitive Dr. Forrester will
continue to provide students with that extra push—and perhaps
a little “tough love”—to ensure their success in and out of the
classroom.
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THE HEMLOCK PROJECT:
TEN YEARS OF CONSERVATION AND COLLABORATION
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BY BETH SAVOY

Anyone who has had the pleasure of spending time at Young Harris College knows that the
area’s nickname—the Enchanted Valley—is no exaggeration. Nestled in the peaks of the
North Georgia mountains, the views surrounding the campus are full of breathtaking color
ranging from autumnal oranges to soft spring pastels.
PHOTOGRAPH BY BRITTANY McCONNELL
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Each changing season brings new
awe-inspiring views, but one constant
throughout the fluctuating seasons is the
soothing evergreen of the area’s surrounding
hemlocks. It wasn’t too long ago when
scientists discovered these beautiful trees
were under attack by a very serious pest
that threatens to kill off the area’s entire
hemlock population—the Hemlock Woolly
Adelgid, or HWA.
The U.S. Forest Service reports that
the population found from Northeastern
Georgia to Southeastern Maine is from
Southern Japan. In their native home of
Asia, these populations of HWA offer no
threat to the hemlocks as those populations
of trees have evolved to resist the pest and
other natural enemies, but their presence in
North America is nothing short of a crisis.
In the late 1990s and early 2000s,
scientists throughout Eastern North
America began to notice a major problem—
the Eastern and Carolina hemlocks were
dying. Without a natural predator in the
Appalachian range, the HWA would kill
the hemlocks in as few as three years. In
2005, Chair of the Biology Department and
Professor of Biology Paul Arnold, Ph.D.,
began noticing the HWA on YHC’s own
campus hemlocks. It was then that he knew
he needed to get the College involved in the
possible biological control of the pest.
“Over the years since HWA became a big
problem in other areas of the Appalachian
range, I had been keeping an eye on the

spread of the disease,” said Dr. Arnold.
“Wholesale deaths of hemlocks were
reported in the Shenandoah Valley of
Virginia among other places further north.”
Fortunately, Dr. Arnold was already
studying the research that used
biopredatory beetles to control the disease.
This original research came out of New
Jersey and Connecticut, and by the time
HWA was discovered in the Enchanted
Valley, a nearby university was already
rearing these beetles for release.
“By the time the HWA came down here,
I knew that Clemson University had begun
rearing beetles for release in South Carolina
and Northeast Georgia,” he recalled. “Along
with a few other interested folks, we
visited the Clemson lab, operated by Dr.
Hugh Conway at the time, to look at their
facilities. I came to the realization that we
could do the same thing here and involve
our students.”
At that time, Dr. Arnold knew that no
beetle-rearing labs had been established
in Georgia. To tackle this problem, a
group including representatives from the
Forest Health Division of the U.S. Forest
Services and Georgia Forestry Commission,
the University of Georgia’s Department
of Entomology, the Georgia Wildlife
Federation, Georgia ForestWatch and many
others met to find an answer.
“At that meeting, it was determined a
fundraising effort would begin to establish
a research lab at the University of Georgia,”

Dr. Arnold explained. “In the meantime,
however, I would try to raise funds to
quickly establish a lab here at YHC.”
While others worked to establish the
UGA research lab, Dr. Arnold found that it
was easier to expedite the establishment of
a lab at YHC—the College’s affiliation as a
private institution provided fewer barriers
along the way.
“The U.S. Forest Service gave us
permission to begin rearing beetles at that
meeting,” he said. “Almost immediately
after the meeting, one of the attendees
gave me a $5,000 donation to start up
the lab, and several other individuals and
civic groups soon followed with donations.
Pretty soon, we had the money to get
started.”
At this point, Dr. Arnold was ready to
involve YHC students and officially launch
YHC’s Predatory Beetle Lab. “The project
was started with student involvement in
mind, and ever since it began, students
have been involved with it,” he said. “Over
the years, I have let the students do most of
the work. Those who work and do research
in the lab play the greatest role in keeping it
operational.”
With the help of these students, various
donations, and receipt of the first beetles
from Clemson University, the YHC
Hemlock Project was officially founded in
May of 2005—with a two-fold purpose.
“The focus of the project is to release
biopredatory beetles as a possible

LEFT TO RIGHT YHC students work as assistants in the Predatory Beetle Lab on campus. The Predatory Beetle Lab is located near the back of
campus, across the street from the Office of Planning and Assessment. Dr. Arnold directs activities and research for the lab.
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D I D YO U K N O W ?
The North Georgia mountains are populated
with stands of hemlock trees which shade trout
streams, provide habitat and food for wildlife,
and impart aesthetic beauty to these mountains.

LEFT TO RIGHT The lab raises two predatory
beetles for release: Sasajiscymnus tsugae, or
St, and Scymnus coniferarum, or Scw. Dr.
Arnold checked the needles of a hemlock tree
on campus for signs of the Hemlock Woolly
Adelgid.

biocontrol agent of HWA in conjunction
with the U.S. Forest Service, Georgia
Forestry Commission, and other civic
entities, as well as helping form a coalition of
biopredatory labs involving universities from
all over the Southern Appalachian area,”
explained Dr. Arnold.
Today in YHC’s lab, two predatory beetles
are being raised and released into specific
hemlock conservation areas: Sasajiscymnus
tsugae, or St, and Scymnus coniferarum,
or Scw. “These two beetles, along with a
promising predator not being released by
our lab, Laricobius nigrinus, will hopefully
attack the adelgid at different parts of its life
cycle, helping to reduce its numbers,” Dr.
Arnold explained.
St, a native of Japan in the same region
the HWA came from, and Scw, a native of
the Pacific Northwest, are both very specific
predators of HWA—a fact that means they
can only reproduce when HWA reproduces.
“It is highly unlikely that these beetles could
‘go rogue’ and become a pest themselves,
since their numbers are controlled by the

D I D YO U K N O W ?


On average, once a hemlock tree is infested
with HWA, it will die within three to nine years.

PHOTOGRAPH BY BRITTANY McCONNELL
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very prey that they feed upon,” explained
Dr. Arnold.
Further, raising these beetles is seen as
the best possible long-term solution. It
is hoped that the beetles will eventually
establish equilibrium with the HWA and
keep its population from overwhelming
hemlock trees.
“Ecologically, if we can help establish a
large enough population in the Appalachian
forest, that will be the best sustainable
solution,” Dr. Arnold explained. While

D I D YO U K N O W ?

he is a proponent for pesticide usage, he
explains that it is simply not a viable longterm solution as continued use promotes
resistance to the pesticide by the pest.
In addition to the obvious long-term
ecological benefits, raising and releasing the
beetles has also proven to be an excellent
learning experience for many YHC students
over the years.
For the first two years of the project,
students were able to help in the rearing
process of the first St beetles that Dr. Arnold


The first release of beetles raised by YHC’s Predatory Beetle Lab occurred
on March 15, 2006. Since then, nearly 230,000 adult beetles and eggs
have been released on dozens of sites throughout Northern Georgia and
Southwestern North Carolina.

obtained from Clemson. In time, various
grants and donations in addition to the help
of President Cathy Cox have all allowed for
the project to move into a new facility that
has employed many other students to help
with even more of the project’s process.
“Students provide most of the labor
in the rearing process, and some have
actually performed research to help
better our understanding of HWA and
the biopredators,” said Dr. Arnold. “The
lab workers have to learn patience,
recordkeeping, precision, meticulousness
and other characteristics of good science.
They know that things don’t always go as
planned and that their responsibilities are
integral in order for this project to work.”
YHC alumni Levi Gentle, ’11, of
Hayesville, N.C., Kay Wilcox, ’14, of
Blairsville, and Crystal Bishop, ’15, of
Hiawassee, are products of this important
training found through an internship with
Dr. Arnold.
Several years ago, Gentle did an
undergraduate research project on how
HWA food density might affect beetle
survival in the field, while Bishop presented
research at the 2015 Georgia Academy of
Science meeting concerning a shift in sex
ratios of the St beetle reared in the YHC lab.
During her time as a YHC student,
Wilcox, who is now working on her
doctorate at the University of Florida,
researched how wood conductivity and
sonography can be used to help understand
hemlock health. “This project shows that
just a few people can make a big difference
in the world,” explained Dr. Arnold. “While
we are still unsure about the success of
our project, our students are a part of the
cutting edge of science, along with its risks
and rewards.”
Current senior biology majors Jaquelin
Solis, of Tucker, and Christian Hambrick,
of LaFayette, have both worked as beetle

D I D YO U K N O W ?


In the Shenandoah Valley in Virginia,
nearly 80 percent of all Eastern hemlock
trees have been killed, leaving a
landscape reminiscent of a devastating
forest fire.
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lab assistants. Their role has primarily
been in the rearing process of the beetles,
which involves setting up cages, twigging
and watering the blocks, and counting the
beetle eggs that are glued to the gauzes in
the lab.
Solis explains that the project, more than
anything, has taught her the importance of
patience in her field.
“My involvement with the Hemlock
Project has assisted me in gaining the
virtue of patience—a great skill that is
needed in the science field, especially when
performing research,” she said. “Counting
the tiny eggs under the microscope and
making sure that I did not miss one, finding
that I mistakenly counted a dust particle as
an egg, or constantly ensuring that there are
15 beetles per jar have all definitely assisted
me in gaining more patience.”
Besides allowing students to receive
hands-on experience in the lab, Dr. Arnold
believes that the project has also provided
many students and the greater YHC
community with important networking
partners and allies.
The coalition of labs throughout the
Southern Appalachian area—including
Clemson University, the University of
Georgia, the University of Tennessee, and
the University of North Georgia—works to
meet at least once a year to ensure partners
are on the same page and doing their part
to keep the HWA crisis at bay.
Dr. Arnold notes these partnerships in
conjunction with community supporters
are fundamental in keeping this important
work going. In fact, alumnus and former
YHC lab employee Angela DelConte, ’08, of
Blue Ridge, is the current beetle lab director
at the University of North Georgia.
“In the beginning, I spent many hours
speaking at various events trying to increase
awareness of the HWA crisis and gain
support from people who were concerned
about the issue,” Dr. Arnold recalled. “One
of the biggest supporters over the years has
been the Lumpkin Coalition—a non-profit
group centered around Dahlonega that is
involved with many environmental issues
affecting the mountains.”
Starting in 2006, the Lumpkin Coalition
held their first HemlockFest as a fund- and
awareness-raising effort benefiting the

D I D YO U K N O W ?
Adelgid infestations are easily
recognizable by the appearance of
tiny “cotton balls” at the base of
hemlock needles.
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Dr. Arnold posed in front of his “words of wisdom” in the Predatory Beetle Lab that guide
student lab assistants through the research process.

cause of the preservation of hemlock trees.
Since then, HemlockFest has occurred each
year near the first weekend in November.
The continued success of the festival has
allowed Dr. Arnold to refocus his efforts
away from fundraising back to the research
itself. Truly, HemlockFest, in conjunction
with other community partners, has been
crucial in keeping this project going for the
past 10 years.
“Last year, $15,000 was given to our lab
for our role in rearing predatory beetles,”
said Dr. Arnold. “In addition, the Blue Ridge
Ranger District folks at the U.S. Forest
Service, in particular wildlife biologist Jim
Wentworth and Milton Bradley, have been
very helpful to our project. In addition to
them, Jim Sullivan, who works on contract
with the U.S. Forest Service, has done the
lion’s share of our infested twig collection
and beetle releases over the last few years,
not only releasing on Forest Service land,
but also on state lands and various Land
Trust lands. We could not be successful

without these folks.”
As the Hemlock Project strides forward
into its 11th year of existence, Dr. Arnold
emphasizes that the important work of the
project is simply not finished. The HWA
still pose a real threat to the hemlocks of
the Enchanted Valley and beyond. It is up
to a combined effort involving students,
researchers, national agencies, and
community supporters to keep the HWA
from destroying this beautiful population
of trees.
“Hemlock protection using biopredatory
beetles is still very much an experimental
process, and every year we learn more
about the battle,” said Dr. Arnold. “Our
hope is that eventually these predators
and HWA will reach an equilibrium in the
field which will hopefully give hemlocks a
fighting chance for survival.”
Without this hope, the pure pleasure of
experiencing the hemlock’s natural beauty
within the Enchanted Valley might be lost
forever.
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Human beings have been
gazing up at the night sky
for centuries with a sense
of wonder and reverence.
Poets write about the
magnificence and mystery
of the heavens, while
astronomers attempt to
unlock the secrets of the
skies through careful study
and observation.
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Young Harris College students have been doing the
latter under the tutelage of Assistant Professor of Physics
Arunava Roy, Ph.D., while participating in a project
organized by the International Astronomical Search
Collaboration (IASC). This educational outreach program
provides high-quality astronomical data to high schools
and colleges worldwide.
Students from approximately 500 schools in around
60 countries participate in hands-on research through
IASC to benefit the scientific community and, in many
cases, experience the thrill of making original astronomical
discoveries.
“This project aims to expose students to how
astronomers work. In this day and age, they rarely sit in
front of telescopes; almost all work is done with the aid
of computers,” Dr. Roy explained. “Students can relate
what they learn to what they would do if they choose a
career in astronomy.”
The IASC enlists students to help find and catalog
near-Earth objects (NEOs) that come into close proximity
with our planet. These objects are typically errant
asteroids that have wandered out of the main belt and
pass near, or even cross, Earth’s orbit. On rare occasions,
NEOs include comets.
According to NASA, an estimated 1,000 asteroids
and comets approach the Earth that are larger than one
kilometer in diameter and could pose a threat.
“New NEOs can be more important than main-belt
asteroid discoveries because these objects can pose an
impact hazard,” said Dr. Roy. “An impact by one of these
beasts in a populated area would be catastrophic.”
Since 2006, IASC participants have discovered more
than 800 new asteroids. Nearly two dozen YHC students
have made significant contributions by discovering,
confirming or observing NEOs in the last five years. Once
a potentially hazardous asteroid is identified, multiple
independent observations prove critical in confirming their
existence, refining the orbit and assessing the risk.
“Providing valuable second, third and fourth
observations is important because it determines what
constitutes a potential threat,” explained Dr. Roy. If a NEO
is no longer considered dangerous, it’s dropped from the
list so that new objects can be identified.
YHC’s participation in the program began back in 2011
as part of Dr. Roy’s “Beyond the Solar System” course.
Alumnus Wezly Barnard, ’13, of Atlanta, still recalled
the thrill of making a second observation of a NEO,
confirming its existence and refining the calculations of
its orbit.
“I couldn’t believe we were able to do something like
that at a small school in the North Georgia mountains,”
he said. “That first discovery was such a proud moment.
My group was so excited and felt like accomplished young
scientists. We told our friends about it all day, and we
couldn’t wait to get back to class after that.”
Several of YHC’s researchers are working toward
earning an astronomy or physics minor, the latter of

“HAVING SOMEONE VERY
KNOWLEDGEABLE AND
EXCITED ABOUT WHAT HE’S
TEACHING ALONGSIDE THE
OPPORTUNITY TO MAKE SOME
COOL DISCOVERIES MADE
FOR A GREAT CLASS.”
ZACHARY WAGONER, ’16

which is a new program offered at YHC this fall.
However, many participants like Barnard choose these
classes out of sheer curiosity.
Alumna Grace Patterson, ’15, of Blairsville, earned a
bachelor’s degree in art from YHC but opted to take “Life
in the Universe” with Dr. Roy. “Ever since middle school, I
loved science and the application of it through physics,” she
said. “I find nature and space to be terrifyingly beautiful and
the most inspiring form of art.”
Studying photographs from space to determine
planetary movement and star trails while attempting to
identify NEOs was one of Patterson’s “absolute favorite”
group projects at YHC—especially when her team
discovered a new star.
“The greatest part of any college course is the real-life
application of knowledge—and together we used what we
learned to discover something new in our ever-changing
solar system,” she said.
Studying something as grand and vast as the universe is
a weighty task. According to Barnard, the material is made
more relatable for students by working alongside Dr. Roy.
“He’s passionate about his work which is very motivating
and awesome to see,” said Barnard. “He really connects
well with students and makes class interesting and fun.”
The IASC runs campaigns throughout the year with a
limited number of schools that apply for spots on a first
come, first served basis. Dr. Roy integrates this research
into many courses because he continuously witnesses
how beneficial and transformative this type of distinctive
learning opportunity can be for students.
“Projects like this add interest and motivation to studies,
enhance intellectual growth, and might inspire students to
follow a career in science,” said Dr. Roy. “Students develop
leadership skills while learning to obtain, analyze and
communicate data.”
This data comes in the form of images institutions
regularly receive from telescopes in three locations across
the globe: the Astronomical Research Institute in Westfield,
Ill., the University of Hawaii, and 10,000 feet atop the
Haleakala volcano in Maui.
Pictures are taken during a 30- to 60-minute period
each month when skies are clear. Students work
individually or in small groups using sophisticated
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interactive software called Astrometrica to align and “blink” these
images back and forth, looking for anything that moves.
There are strict guidelines about the properties an object must
possess to be considered an asteroid. “This is where students’
theoretical knowledge comes in handy; they use it to distinguish
between true and false signatures,” explained Dr. Roy.
Students often have to manually hunt objects down when
Astrometrica’s automated search feature doesn’t yield concrete
results. They rely on their own eagle eyes to reduce the potential
for missing an important discovery—a challenging task
considering the objects are very faint and background stars can
make findings difficult.
“Recognizing that this is actual research, not just an exercise,
made our work purposeful and serious,” said Zachary Wagoner, a
senior business and public policy major from Powder Springs who
took a course with Dr. Roy in 2014. “Being involved in something
noteworthy that actually makes a difference in the scientific
community as a student means a lot.”
When a student finds a moving object that’s not in the official
database maintained by the Minor Planet Center (MPC), it’s
considered a preliminary discovery. Follow-up observations
are required to confirm its existence within seven to 10 days of
the initial sighting. The IASC obtains these second images from
collaborators around the world.
If the object passes this test, the MPC upgrades it to a provisional
discovery and makes further observations until the orbit is fully
determined—a process that takes an average of three to six years.
Finally, the object is numbered and the student discoverers can
propose a name.
While YHC has seen much success with the IASC project,
students haven’t presented their work beyond a classroom setting.
This will change next year when several astronomy minors share
their findings during YHC’s annual Undergraduate Research Day.
“To say that I was able to participate in this kind of research,
along with other opportunities such as Undergraduate Research
Day, adds value to my education and provides me with experiences
I would not have received elsewhere,” said Wagoner.

Senior biology major Kayla Rodriguez and senior interdisciplinary
studies major Destin Leidner analyzed telescopic images alongside
Dr. Arunava Roy (center) during a course this semester.
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“THE GREATEST PART OF ANY
COLLEGE COURSE IS THE REAL-LIFE
APPLICATION OF KNOWLEDGE—
AND TOGETHER WE USED WHAT WE
LEARNED TO DISCOVER
SOMETHING NEW IN OUR EVERCHANGING SOLAR SYSTEM.”
GRACE PATTERSON, ’15

This semester, students in Dr. Roy’s “Astrophysics” course
will aim to discover asteroids and make important position
measurements used to refine the objects’ orbits by analyzing
telescopic images taken only hours earlier.
The class is required for students minoring in astronomy like
Kayla Rodriguez, a senior biology major from Port Richey, Fla.
“I’ve learned some of the most interesting things about our galaxy
and light that would not have even crossed my mind without this
course,” she said.
When Dr. Roy approached Rodriguez about the possibility of
studying the stars for an independent research project during the
spring semester, she immediately signed on. Rodriguez is eager to
build her résumé for graduate school while working closely with a
faculty mentor.
“Dr. Roy is so helpful and will go out of his way to take the time
to make sure you understand the concepts presented in class,”
she said. “Topics we discuss like light spectroscopy are not the
easiest to comprehend right away. However, Dr. Roy teaches in
a way where we stay interested, which aids in giving us a better
understanding of the material.”
Wagoner added that Dr. Roy’s enthusiasm has a ripple effect
on students, many of whom are exploring the field of astronomy
for the first time and haven’t previously participated in a research
project of this magnitude.
“Dr. Roy’s passion for astronomy and this research helped us
get excited about it. He always emphasized the fact that we could
discover something brand new,” said Wagoner. “Having someone
very knowledgeable and excited about what he’s teaching
alongside the opportunity to make some cool discoveries made
for a great class.”
Each year, more YHC students will continue to study the
cosmos with the support of Dr. Roy, who said “the future looks
promising” for this type of research as the IASC program has
evolved substantially in the last few years to include involvement
from more schools.
Pilot programs are underway for new searches that target comets
as well as Kuiper belt objects located in a chilly expanse of space
beyond Neptune. A citizen-science program is also in development
that will enable anyone to search for NEOs using archival images
from IASC participating scopes.
“The excitement of discovery is always exhilarating and
energizing for me and the students,” said Dr. Roy. “It provides a
feeling of satisfaction that we’ve been able to contribute to the
progress of science—and that is a great feeling.”

HOW THINGS WORK
BY JORDAN HARRIS
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The study of matter and its motion through
space and time. The fundamental concepts
of energy, force and the structure of the
universe. An understanding of how the world
around us works. Each of these phrases
describe one of the world’s oldest academic
disciplines—physics.
Young Harris College recently expanded the Division
of Mathematics and Science for the 2015-2016 academic
year with the addition of a minor in physics—a new
program designed to enhance the College’s current
curriculum and provide more depth to existing
mathematics and science programs.
“Physics is considered by many an essential area of
study, especially in combination with other disciplines like
mathematics, chemistry and even philosophy,” said Vice
President for Academic Affairs and Dean of the Faculty Gary
Myers, Ph.D. “It should offer students greater depth in their
educational experience—whatever their major may be.”
While most would think a physics minor is only
for those students with a mathematics or science
concentration, it truly is a subject for any student looking
to enhance their major and improve problem-solving,
laboratory, research or mathematical skills. Simply put,
physics opens the door to numerous options beyond an
undergraduate education—from graduate and professional
school to the job market.
“Anyone interested in medicine, physical therapy,
dentistry, or veterinary medicine may wish to have a
knowledge of how bones and muscles work together
or how fluids are transported around the body. Physics
teaches that process,” said Professor of Chemistry Margaret
Forrester, Ph.D. “A communication studies, English, or
business and public policy major who wants to report on,
write about, or work in a science-related field or business
could also benefit from a minor in physics.”
In order to fulfill requirements for the minor, students
must successfully complete the “College Physics” and
“University Physics” sequences in addition to calculus
courses and “Quantum Mechanics.” Elective courses in
“Introduction to Astrophysics and Cosmology,” “Classical
Mechanics” and “Thermodynamics” round out the
academic program’s structure.
“The study of physics teaches one about the methods
used in science and allows one to better understand the
technology they make use of on a daily basis,” continued
Dr. Forrester. “They will come to better appreciate the
physics around them in everything from the car they drive
to work and the rainbow in the sky to the HVAC system
that keeps them comfortable.

Senior biology major Irenee Payne worked
on a lab assignment in her physics course.
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FROM PAINT BRUSHES
TO PETRI DISHES
BY KRYSTIN DEAN

|

PHOTOGRAPHY BY SCOTT DEAN

The classroom is a space dedicated to spreading
and acquiring knowledge. It’s a setting for
stimulating discussions, heated debates and
mind-blowing moments of comprehension.
However, it’s not the only place students learn
and grow on a college campus.
Stepping outside these familiar four walls to present original
thoughts and ideas is an enriching element of the academic
experience. Young Harris College’s Undergraduate Research Day
(URD) is dedicated to this endeavor.
“URD allows students to shine outside of the classroom and
shows them what they’re really capable of,” said Assistant Professor
of Psychology Amy Boggan, Ph.D. “This research experience helps
students discover their talents.”
Many alumni attest to this, including two-time URD participant
Mary Calderon, ’15, of Buford, who works as a patient care
technician and plans to attend medical school.
“Conducting research helped me discover a side of myself I
never knew,” she said. “When you discover your passion, that’s the
moment you start finding the real meaning of your studies. School
isn’t only what you learn in class or a textbook—it’s about how you
connect that learning to your own dreams.”

The annual springtime event, titled “From Paint Brushes to
Petri Dishes,” originated in 2013 after faculty members attended a
workshop sponsored by the Council on Undergraduate Research
about establishing research programs at colleges and universities.
According to Dean of the Division of Mathematics and Science
and Associate Professor of Biology Linda Jones, Ph.D., the initial
goal was to build a program at YHC that showcased research across
the curriculum.
“Each discipline has their own idea of what research is,” said Dr.
Jones. “At our event, you can hear a biology presentation followed
by one regarding philosophy. It gets you out of your own niche—
and that’s what a liberal arts education is all about.”
Each year, dozens of oral and poster presentations highlight
collaborations between faculty and students. The event has grown
since its inception to include more concurrent sessions as well as a
new venue—the Rollins Campus Center—that features additional
space for stimulating discussions.
“It’s only at URD that everyone is brought together for a
brief moment, and for a collective affirmation of the scholarly
dimension of the college experience,” said Chair of the Religion
and Philosophy Department and Assistant Professor of Philosophy
and Religious Studies Eric Dickman, Ph.D., who pointed out
that because YHC offers so many opportunities for students to
get involved outside the arena of academics, this type of event is
“essential” for enriching their lives as student-scholars.

LEFT TO RIGHT Recent biology graduate Mary Calderon, ’15, presented her research findings to a group of students and faculty during
Undergraduate Research Day. Junior religious studies major Seth Black, of Beaufort, S.C., explained findings to a fellow student during the poster
presentation portion of the day.
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STUDENTS WHO TAKE PART IN THESE KINDS OF RESEARCH INITIATIVES ARE NO LONGER
SPECTATORS; THEY ARE PRODUCERS OF KNOWLEDGE. THAT’S A VERY POWERFUL
SHIF T. | ASSISTANT PROFESSOR OF COMMUNICATION STUDIES DR. CHRIS RICHARDSON

Students from across academic disciplines presented original
research during the 2015 Undergraduate Research Day.

“You learn not only what your peers are interested in and have
been studying, but also topics you may be interested in learning
more about,” noted Meghan Adams, a junior biology major
from Hull, who recently presented findings about the effect of
construction on fish biodiversity in local streams.
Several students like Adams conduct independent, hands-on
research that gives a greater understanding of classroom concepts
and teaches them to think critically, analyze data, and draw
conclusions.
“It’s one thing to talk about scholarship. It’s another thing to
become a scholar,” said Assistant Professor of Communication
Studies Chris Richardson, Ph.D. “Students who take part in these
kinds of research initiatives are no longer spectators; they are
producers of knowledge. That’s a very powerful shift.”
Faculty members sponsor or co-present sessions with
students—a process that begins with abstract submissions.
Encouragement from professors often prompts students to take this
vital first step.
“I try to indicate how courageous and awesome scholarship is, and
that presenting it publicly is a responsibility and opportunity great
thinkers shouldn’t pass up lightly,” explained Dr. Dickman, who
often points potential participants to successful upperclassmen or
graduates who gained valuable experience at URD.
Dr. Richardson frequently situates students as co-researchers,
which he noted can be equally challenging and rewarding. He

addresses them as experts within their areas of research, which
ultimately builds confidence.
“They realize they are capable of doing what I do,” he said. “The
only difference between us, really, is years of experience, which
they begin to acquire by going out and conducting research,
becoming responsible for supporting their arguments, and facing
criticism—not pedantry—from experts in the field.”
URD has been an important stepping stone for many of Dr.
Richardson’s students who join the College’s Media Studies
Research Collective (MSRC) he formed in 2012 to facilitate and
support collaborative student-faculty scholarship.
“It’s virtually unheard of in most institutions for an
undergraduate to work with a professor as if they were a
colleague,” explained Dr. Richardson. “Our students are given
an amazing opportunity at an early stage in their intellectual
development.”
MSRC members like senior communication studies major
Courtney Underwood, of Blairsville, submit pieces to peerreviewed publications and have presented at prestigious
conferences from Atlanta to Los Angeles.
“URD helped me get a sense of how to present research in
an effective way, which led me to become more interested in
attending conferences,” Underwood said. “Everyone’s interested in
understanding your research, and I also made connections during
discussions with others in separate fields.”
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Students give and receive constructive criticism during URD,
which particularly benefits those who go on to present at regional
and national conferences after practicing in a friendly, encouraging
environment on campus.
“Talking at a conference can be scary, but you have to embrace
it to better yourself,” said Cameron Medina, ’13, who is studying
to become a physician assistant at South University in Savannah.
“It’s also great to see students you know worked extremely hard be
rewarded for their commitment.”
Several alumni like Medina and Calderon presented at the
Georgia Academy of Science’s annual conference, where YHC has
made quite an impression over the last few years by taking top
prizes in multiple categories.
“It was life changing because I realized hard work does pay off.
That was a defining moment,” said Calderon. “I knew from then on
that I definitely wanted to do something in the sciences because it’s
a field in which you not only learn, but can also contribute.”
According to Dr. Jones, improving skills for intellectual inquiry
and problem solving better prepares students for graduate or
professional school as well as competitive job markets. “The
opportunity to present their own work allows students to
demonstrate their abilities in a different way while gaining
confidence and poise,” she said.
Assistant Professor of Biology Andrea Kwiatkowski, Ph.D.,
noted that the work involved in these projects exceeds what can
be gained in a lecture or lab. “Students start thinking like scientists
and understanding fundamental concepts on a deeper level,” she
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said. “It helps them learn how to defend their work and explain it
to others.”
Kyle Dennis, a senior biology major from Dacula, will present
research this spring that he’s worked on for a year with Dr.
Kwiatkowski, who helps students every step of the way from
designing and implementing projects, to teaching lab techniques,
to editing presentations.
He said this experience has helped him “develop skills that
graduate schools value such as creative thinking and persistence”
while getting more acquainted with material taught in class through
practical application alongside inclusive and supportive faculty.
“Anytime I have questions about a lab protocol or technique
I can go not only to my own research advisor, but to any of my
professors,” he said. “It’s difficult to achieve this type of relationship
at larger schools.”
According to Dr. Richardson, professors also benefit from
this partnership. “Every now and then, a student presents me
with some information or a question that blows me away and
completely changes how I look at something,” he said. “That’s a
great moment.”
Dr. Boggan incorporates a public presentation component into
courses with URD as the venue. Students divide into teams to
design a study, collect data and interpret findings during a period
of a few months.
“This ‘trial by fire’ shows them that with careful planning,
they can execute the skills they’ve learned and really accomplish
something,” said Dr. Boggan, who supports students along the

STUDY SESSIONS

From presentations about the electrical field of thunderstorms
to performances of original music compositions, YHC’s
Undergraduate Research Day delves into a variety of diverse
topics. Here’s a sampling of some of the session titles selected
by students in the last few years.
Using Fractal Structure to Compose Music
Behavioral Effects in the Classroom on Academic
Performance
Video Analysis of Two-Dimensional Motion
The Comparison and Contrast of Religious Doubt in
Christianity and Al-Ghazali’s Writings
Nostalgia and American Culture
A Humanist Re-Reading of the Book of Jonah with Privilege
Given to Questions of Freedom, Justice and Mercy
Investigations of Basins of Attraction Associated with
Newton’s Method

CLOCKWISE FROM LEFT Maddie Bridges, the 2014 Miss Georgia, and President Cathy Cox met with students to hear about their projects and
promote research initiatives. Associate Professor of Psychology and Chair of the Psychology Department Dr. Joe Tiu asked student-researchers
questions to learn more about their projects. Months of collaboration between faculty and students was an essential part of the day’s success.
Students presented original research on a variety of topics in Suber Banquet Hall of the Rollins Campus Center.

way while encouraging individual accountability. “Having a hard
deadline requires everyone to collaborate, overcome occasional
setbacks, and prioritize the project.”
Junior psychology major Cody Mashburn, of East Ellijay,
called Dr. Boggan a “driving force” in prompting peers to present
research. She often allows students who express interest in gaining
experience for graduate school to join one of her class groups and
present with them at URD as well as the Georgia Undergraduate
Research in Psychology’s annual conference.
“URD provides the perfect venue to hone communication
skills, which are especially important when talking about lofty,
complicated topics,” said Mashburn, who also appreciates seeing
his classmates in action. “It provides new insight into them as
scholars. Students are engaged in some high-caliber research, and
seeing what my peers are working on is my favorite part of the
spring semester.”
URD not only provides a forum for faculty members to showcase

their students’ talents, but also to allow these scholars to step into
the spotlight without a safety net.
“I get to see my students drop some knowledge on our
community—knowledge the student-scholar came to on his or her
own under my guidance,” said Dr. Dickman. “And now they stand
or fall on their own. It forces me, or really allows me, to finally let
go of them and for them to let go of me.”
Planning is already underway for 2016’s URD, and Dr. Jones
would love to see it expand to an all-day event with even more
majors represented, building more bridges between all academic
divisions at YHC.
“People are not stuck in their own discipline, only discussing the
minute details of what they’re working on. We can exchange ideas
with others who have very different specialties and get interesting
ideas or tips from someone with a different point of view,” said Dr.
Kwiatkowski. “That’s one of the best parts about being in a small
liberal arts college.”
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LEARNING HAPPENS EVERYWHERE AT YOUNG HARRIS COLLEGE.
THIS IS ESPECIALLY TRUE FOR STUDENTS WHO OPT TO MAJOR IN
ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE, A BACHELOR’S DEGREE THAT WAS
ADDED TO YHC’S LIST OF 20 INNOVATIVE MAJORS IN FALL 2014.

52

Senior environmental science major Nicole Abney
monitored the water quality of Brasstown Creek.
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oursework takes students outside the classroom into natural
laboratories that exist in local lakes, rivers, forests and fields
surrounding campus. According to Assistant Professor
of Biology Johnathan Davis, Ph.D., the southern Appalachian
ecosystem is considered a “biological hotspot” with great biodiversity.
Freshman Caroline Cox, of Richmond Hill, moved to the
mountains from the coast to take advantage of this distinctive
learning locale. “Our location provides us with unique ways to study
the environment,” she said. “There’s so much inspiration for an
environmental science major. The lakes and mountains and forests
are why we entered this field.”
According to Vice President for Academic Affairs and Dean of
the Faculty Gary Myers, Ph.D., YHC determines which bachelor’s
degrees to add based on need and demand.
“As we develop academic programs, we focus in part on need—
which disciplines do we need to add in order for students to have a
comprehensive liberal arts experience?” he explained. “On the other
hand, there is a demand for certain areas of study that are unique.
The environmental science degree was put into place as something
special to the area and the College.”
Assistant Professor of Biology Olga Milenkaya, Ph.D., pointed
out that the major is truly representative of a liberal arts education
because finding solutions to environmental problems requires
the skill sets students practice daily through a well-rounded
curriculum—“critical thinking, connecting concepts across multiple
disciplines, understanding and applying ethics, creative problem
solving, and effective communication,” she said.

Dr. Baishali Ray took freshman
biology major Andrew Himmelreich
and senior environmental science
major Nicole Abney outdoors to
study clouds as part of the “Physical
Geology I” course.
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The degree prepares students to meet environmental challenges
facing the world today. Faculty foster an appreciation for the social
and economic factors involved while giving students the technical
abilities needed to further their education and compete in an
expanding job market.
“Environmental issues such as climate change, energy use,
human population growth, and natural resource management are
current pressing issues people will need to address and solve in this
generation,” explained Dr. Davis.
Environmental science majors like Nicole Abney, of Marietta, take
this responsibility seriously. As the only senior in the program due
to being a transfer student, she relishes the small class sizes and oneon-one time with professors that allow for enriching conversations
about these weighty issues.
“Americans enjoy a very comfortable and high standard of
living, but that doesn’t mean we’re exempt from the environmental
challenges facing the planet. Territorial lines won’t exclude anyone
from the effects of climate change, daily necessity of clean water,
demand for adequate food supply or amount of natural resources at
our disposal,” she said. “We need informed, innovative professionals
to attack these global problems and develop sustainable ways to
protect our environment and standard of living.”
The multidisciplinary major was designed to provide a
strong scientific foundation for students with a broad range of
environmental interests, requiring knowledge in many fields like
biology, chemistry, geography, public policy, economics and ethics.
Intellectually curious students like Abney appreciate this

SURVEYING THE

STREAMS
PHOTO BY SCOTT DEAN

ABOVE Dr. Johnathan Davis
waded in the waters of
Brasstown Creek to study the
sicklefin redhorse. RIGHT Dr.
Joseph Pate studied the water
quality of Brasstown Creek
as part of Georgia’s Adopt-AStream program.

comprehensive curriculum. “I was drawn to this major due to my
desire to understand the natural world and my passion for a variety of
subjects,” she explained. “Environmental science is a perfect fit for me
because I don’t have to pick one field; I can combine them all.”
Dr. Davis noted that collaboration across academic divisions is “a
necessity” to the major’s success as it allows students to focus on particular
areas of interest while sampling a wide selection of course offerings.
Dr. Milenkaya added that this variety is “indispensable” for a career in
environmental science. “The program offers exciting opportunities for
designing the curriculum to reflect current interests and needs as well as
the latest advances in the field,” she said.
The faculty boasts a broad range of expertise—environmental public
policy, conservation biology and atmospheric physics, to name a few—
which allows for fresh perspectives on course material and creates an
ever-evolving, enriching classroom experience.
Assistant Professor of Physical Geography Baishali Ray, Ph.D., created
a course called “Geographic Information Systems” (GIS) that teaches
students to map and analyze wildlife preserves, climate conditions and
other spatial data—a skill that’s quickly becoming a requirement for
hiring employees in environmental fields.
“The course requires an understanding between the interdependency
of the earth’s ecosystems and human impact on the environment,” Dr.
Ray explained. “My students learn the theory behind GIS, learn how to
use it, and participate in mapping a nearby wilderness area.”
Dr. Davis’ “Environmental Science Methods” course gives students
hands-on training in instrumentation from faculty and professionals,
ranging from aquatic habitat sampling and wetland delineation to
forestry methods and agricultural research.
Zach Mitchell, a sophomore environmental science major from
Cumming, looks forward to the course’s field trips that are typically
within a 15-minute radius of campus. “Not only have I learned a lot
about environmental method techniques, but I’ve also created a lot of new
connections with other scientists,” he said.

Many members of the Young Harris College community
spend hours swimming, boating, kayaking and fishing.
Now, some of them are also devoting their time on the
water to efforts that help protect those lakes and rivers for
future generations through the Georgia Adopt-A-Stream
(AAS) program.
This initiative aims to involve volunteers in the
monitoring and improvement of water quality throughout
the state. The AAS program has grown over the last two
decades to include more than 2,000 volunteers in 2014.
“Government agencies are allotted budgets that don’t
allow consistent monitoring of every watershed across the
country,” explained Nicole Abney, a senior environmental
science major from Marietta. “It’s up to the community to
accept responsibility for our impact on the environment
and ensure we protect and maintain it.”
Abney learned about the AAS program from her advisor,
Assistant Professor of Biology Johnathan Davis, Ph.D.,
who mentioned the Hiwassee River Watershed Coalition
(HRWC) provides certification workshops and resources for
water quality monitoring.
Abney oversees Butternut Creek, a site recommended
to her because it’s been identified as one of the most
degraded streams in the Nottely River watershed. “It’s in
desperate need of restoration and continued monitoring
to reduce pollutants and improve water quality,” she
explained.
This volunteer work has evolved into a senior capstone
project for Abney, who will use data collected next year to
determine possible sources of pollution. This research will
be useful to the HRWC as they develop a plan to improve
the water quality of Butternut Creek in 2016.
Assistant Professor of Outdoor Leadership Joseph Pate,
Ph.D., began working with the HRWC when he joined
YHC’s faculty in 2013. His students often team up with
them on civic engagement initiatives, mainly focusing on
streamside rehabilitation efforts and removal of invasive
and nonnative plant species.
“I believe in the HRWC’s mission to protect and address
threats to our mountain waterways,” said Dr. Pate, who
chose to monitor Brasstown Creek because it marks the
boundary of part of his property. “My children and dogs
swim there, we fish from it, and it marks a special place for
our family and friends to gather. We wanted to know how
healthy it is, and participating in this program allows us to
do that for ourselves and others.”
Volunteers test for water temperature, pH levels,
dissolved oxygen content and conductivity as well as
check E. coli levels. This monthly chemical and bacteria
monitoring provides a snapshot of the overall stream health
and potential biodiversity it supports. If data veers from
state standards, further action is taken.
“My hope is that we’re able to better understand the
health of several waterways within our watershed,” said Dr.
Pate. “To me, this is what the YHC values of community
and citizenship mean—caring for our Appalachian region
through commitment to creating a sustainable, just and
caring society.”
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LIFE IN THE LAB
While Young Harris College students are able to get their feet
wet—literally—while completing scientific studies in the rivers,
lakes and streams around campus, it’s equally important to have
dedicated research space indoors.
This is why Assistant Professor of Biology Johnathan Davis,
Ph.D., initiated the creation of a new laboratory that opened this
semester located in the bottom level of the Office of Planning
and Assessment.
When Dr. Davis learned that the Tennessee Valley Authority
(TVA) was running out of room to store fish collected from
their biological monitoring program, he proposed that YHC
could store, sort and identify a portion of the specimens while
constructing a database to benefit the TVA’s efforts.
As a result, the lab is now filled with specimens from Georgia,
Alabama, Tennessee, Kentucky, Virginia and North Carolina. “My
hope is to use this donation, along with future gifts and grants, to
establish a fish museum at YHC,” explained Dr. Davis. “This could
be one of the most representative collections of fish diversity
among all colleges and universities in the Southeast.”
The museum would feature an online database that students
and scientists could use to further research in fisheries
conservation. “We still have a ways to go and will need funding
from various sources to get there,” said Dr. Davis, who noted
that several students have already volunteered to assist with
the collection to gain hands-on experience working with
faculty experts.
A marine biologist by trade, Assistant Professor of Biology
Maria Mays, Ph.D., is using the new lab space to set up eight
experimental tanks. Dani Heald, a senior biology major from
Dallas, Ga., is partnering with her on a project that deals with
ocean acidification—changes in ocean chemistry due to more
carbon dioxide being absorbed.
Heald jumped at the chance to help pioneer this project as she
pursues her goal of working with marine mammals. “This research
will give me insight on the complexity of the ocean and why its
stability is important,” she said. “Our work provides a different
approach to a topic that isn’t well researched in the scientific
community, and it will open doors for future YHC students.”
Dr. Mays is also teaming up with senior biology major Dorie
Brunzelle, of Cartersville, to study coral bleaching that occurs
when water temperatures rise. “This is a problem worldwide, from
the Great Barrier Reef to the Caribbean,” explained Dr. Mays.
“Our work could provide insight into what coral reef communities
may face in future years.”
Brunzelle was intrigued by the concept of constructing an
experiment that could someday be used by fellow researchers.
“The idea of making a contribution to the conservation of such
an economically and ecologically important ecosystem fuels my
passion,” she said.
Heald said she’s “very grateful” to get to work alongside Dr.
Mays in the new lab. “This research will not only look good on my
résumé when I apply to graduate school, but it’s also preparing
me to work in the lab once I get there.”
Brunzelle added that she hopes to return as an alumna to see
the lab’s latest developments. “Establishing this lab has been a
major step in attracting scientifically driven students to YHC,” she
said. “There is so much room to grow.”
RIGHT The Tennessee Valley Authority recently donated an
extensive fish specimen collection to YHC.
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According to Abney, these outings also add an element of
surprise to subjects that cannot be experienced by reading
textbooks or listening to lectures.
“There is really no way to completely predict what a
lesson plan will entail once you’re outside in the field,” she
explained. “Your teacher is often nature itself, and it is always
evolving and changing. Each day offers something new.”
Faculty members are constantly proposing new courses
as the major matures. One-credit seminars already include
specialized subjects such as “Coral Reef Ecology,” “Fisheries
Science,” “Ornithology” and “Marine Mammals.”
Students get to delve into the area that interests them most
during a senior capstone project. Professors show students
how to publish and present findings, both on campus during
the annual Undergraduate Research Day and off campus
during scholarly conferences and meetings.
“This is a phenomenal opportunity for students to apply
what they have learned in the classroom to the real world
and gain firsthand experience,” said Dr. Milenkaya.
Students are also invited to assist with research conducted
by faculty experts whose projects reflect their professional
passions—from Dr. Milenkaya’s study of a local bird called
the Carolina wren, to Dr. Ray’s exploration of thunderstorm
electrification, to Dr. Davis’ examination of redhorse fish
species in Brasstown Creek.
“We hope to turn our backyard into a research laboratory
and allow students the rare chance to not only generate new
knowledge through research but also to make an impact,”
said Dr. Milenkaya.

Dr. Olga Milenkaya connected real-world current
events with a recent environmental science lecture.

Local entities such as the Hiwassee River Watershed Coalition,
U.S. Forest Service, city governments, and Georgia Department
of Natural Resources provide professional expertise, guided
field excursions, volunteer opportunities, and support for
student research.
“This partnership between the College and community is
beneficial on so many levels,” said Abney. “It allows the classroom
to extend further than YHC’s campus and forms crucial connections
with those tackling environmental concerns at hand today.”
Dr. Davis pointed out that there are also plenty of opportunities to
make an impact at YHC. As part of an introductory level course, his
students develop sustainability proposals to submit to the College’s
Student Government Association.
“I hope our students will become better ‘partners’ with the
College—getting more plugged in with sustainability initiatives
and participating in or even proposing new ideas to the
administration,” he said.
Implementing green initiatives is just one way to make a
difference that environmental science majors are encouraged to
pursue by their professors.
“Dr. Davis is a very dynamic teacher, and his enthusiasm is really
inspiring,” said Cox, who is already spending time during her first
semester at YHC volunteering in the lab. “It’s amazing how much
the professors care about their students. If you’re a hard worker and
passionate about something, there are opportunities to grow.”
While field experience is a defining characteristic of the program,
equal emphasis is placed on honing essential skills like writing,
thinking critically, analyzing data and working in a laboratory
setting. These indoor activities have still been able to provide a
breath of fresh air for students.

“I thought the degree would all be based on the environment
outside of the classroom. But that’s only a portion of it,” said
Mitchell. “Not only are we learning environmental techniques,
but we also learn the laws and policies behind it all—how the
government process works with science.”
Abney described the classroom as a place for discussion, debate
and hands-on application. “It’s a two-way conversation where
professors are just as eager to hear our ideas and opinions as we are
to learn from them and their years of experience,” she said. “I leave
class actually retaining information I can apply to my daily life.”
The program prepares students for a wide range of careers geared
toward areas like environmental regulations of pollution, water
and wetlands conservation, clean technology, hazardous waste
cleanup, public health protection, environmental planning, field and
laboratory studies of endangered species, and conservation planning.
“With globalization and urbanization, we need to preserve and
protect our natural ecosystem and replace it with an even better
one,” said Dr. Ray. “It’s definitely important for YHC to have this
major that will inspire students to pursue careers as global leaders,
policy makers and scientists.”
According to Dr. Milenkaya, a key to the program’s success will be
keeping it timely to accurately reflect the reality of what’s happening
across the globe.
“The nature of environmental issues is that they are in constant
flux as new advances and developments create new solutions or
problems,” she said. “Students must be willing and excited to face
the daunting challenges our environment faces and create bold,
creative, and practical solutions. My hope is that this adaptive major
will translate into students developing into leaders and affecting
meaningful change.”
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CHALLENGE ACCEPTED

CLASSES WHO SURPASSED $1,000:

Alumni from across the generations rallied together to help deserving students
attend their alma mater through the annual Class Scholarship Challenge. The
2014-2015 challenge, which wrapped up in June, saw record numbers of
participation with 60 classes raising more than $92,000 for student scholarships.
“It is an honor to attend a college where the alumni are willing to see current
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students succeed in their collegiate career,” said Alejandro Lemus-Gomez, a
freshman English major from Young Harris. “I’m a firm believer that Young Harris
produces some of the finest citizens in our world and seeing alumni help through
giving reaffirms my position.”
Challenge, which will kick off in January. Any alumni interested in participating
can make a gift designated for the Class Scholarship Challenge online at

GENEROUS FRIENDS OF THE ARTS
SUPPORT SUMMER TOUR OF ITALY
The sounds of whispered conversation, the scribbling of pencils
on paper, and the silence of awe and history permeate the hollowed
space. The soaring arches perfectly frame the dark silhouettes of visitors
from all over the world standing in sharp contrast to the surrounding
white coffered walls and the glowing, behemoth statue towering in
its midst. Chair of the Art Department and Assistant Professor of Art
Ted Whisenhunt observes his students as they lean over their sketch
books, their eyes occasionally darting up to drink in the contours of
the intimidating sculpture, their hands racing across the surface of
the paper as they sketch one of the most famous pieces of art in the
world—the statue of David.
“You never really ‘see’ something until you draw it,” said
Whisenhunt. “The act of sketching masterworks like Michelangelo’s
David or Bernini’s Apollo and Daphne in person is a once in a lifetime
experience. The students connect with the work more, and they
remember details that otherwise would quickly fade from memory.”
A total of 12 Young Harris College students joined Whisenhunt along
with Assistant Professor of English Eloise Whisenhunt, Ph.D., and
Adjunct Instructor of Art Duncan Baird on a transformative journey to
Italy during the summer break.
“This trip allowed me to experience a new culture and broaden my
worldview,” said junior art major Maggie Morales of Marietta. “I was
extremely inspired by the beautiful art and hope to use this inspiration
in my own work in the future. I’m very grateful to the Friends of the
Arts for helping us make this trip of a lifetime possible.”
From visiting the surreal San Miniato al Monte, a ninth century
Romanesque monastery imbued with the haunting tones of chanting
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1947 won the challenge
$92,876 total received
24 classes surpassed $1,000 goal
60 classes participated
Class of

Preparations are already underway for the 2015-2016 Class Scholarship

yhc.edu/giving, or call the Office of Advancement at (706) 379-5173.

CLASS SCHOLARSHIP
CHALLENGE BY THE NUMBERS

monks and the warm reds and oranges of a sunset-painted
path overlooking the ruddy, mismatched domes, roofs, and
spires of the city of Florence to blindly attempting to navigate
through a sea of bodies with upward-pointed faces to take in the
breathtaking ceiling of the Sistine Chapel at the Vatican Museum,
visiting Italy is a multi-faceted, whirlwind experience that will not
soon be forgotten.
“My biggest ‘wow’ moment was being inside the colosseum
for the first time and seeing the remarkable architecture that has
stood the test of time,” said Morales.
Students could be seen attempting to keep the Leaning Tower
of Pisa from falling over, taking a sigh of relief while walking
through the carless streets of Venice, and gasping for breath as
they reached the top of the Torre del Mangia in Siena, absorbing
the magnificent view of the rolling hills of Tuscany and daring to
look down while imagining the herd of horses that race twice a
year in the shell-shaped piazza below.
“With all of the great works of art and architecture, the amazing
food and landscape, and being immersed in another culture
for two weeks, the students have no choice but to have a new
appreciation for Italy,” said Whisenhunt. “Walk into the Fine Arts
Annex on campus, and you will see what kind of impact a trip of
this nature has on our students. It’s in their work. The experience
truly broadens their worldview.”
In addition to offsetting the costs for this immersive experience,
generous gifts to FOTA also purchased a green screen and DSLR
camera for the College’s new cinematic arts minor, as well as a
ceramics wheel, large format printer, and new drape for Glenn
Auditorium.
To learn more about how you can support the Division of
Fine Arts, visit yhc.edu/fota or contact Director of Annual
Giving Kara Perez, ’05, at (706) 379-5318 or krperez@yhc.edu.

CLAY DOTSON OPEN
CELEBRATES 10 YEARS
The 10th annual Clay Dotson Open golf tournament to benefit
student scholarships at Young Harris College was held on May 18
at Brasstown Valley Resort. More than 140 players helped raise over
$75,000 while enjoying morning and afternoon flights followed by
an awards ceremony.
More than 90 percent of YHC students receive some form of
financial assistance, and all proceeds from the Clay Dotson Open
benefit student scholarships at the College.
Prize categories included overall winners for each flight as
well as second and third place for each flight, longest drive,
and closest to the pin. The tournament also featured the annual
Alumni Team Challenge.
“I extend my sincere appreciation to all of the corporate sponsors,
friends and golfers who have made the tournament an amazing
success,” said Dr. Clay Dotson, the event’s namesake. “Having the
funds raised used for scholarships and having my name associated
with that effort is an honor beyond my wildest dreams.”
The 2016 Clay Dotson Open will be held on Monday, May 16.
For player registration and sponsorship opportunities, visit
yhc.edu/claydotsonopen or contact Director of Development and
Corporate Relations Mark Dotson, ’88, at (706) 379-5355
or mcdotson@yhc.edu.

YHC RECEIVES
RECORD-BREAKING SUPPORT
2014-2015 was a historic time period for Young Harris College
for numerous reasons, including the College’s fundraising efforts.
The 2014-2015 fiscal year saw 2,647 donors make an
impressive 3,863 gifts totaling $9,745,599. This incredible
increase in the number of donors—more than 500 over the
2013-2014 fiscal year—shows support for the institution remains
strong among friends and alumni and the YHC name continues
to spread.
The alumni giving percentage rate increased yet again to
10.72 percent, and faculty and staff giving reached an alltime high of 99.5 percent through the Purple and White Club.
Additionally, support for the Young Harris
Annual Fund topped $2 million—the
highest in YHC history.
Each gift to YHC ensures the College
can continue its journey to excellence,
preparing generations of students for
fulfilling lives of service and leadership.
You can read more about this
record-breaking year in the 2014-2015
President’s Giving Report. Visit
yhc.edu/pgr to learn more.

ABOVE Dr. Clay Dotson and President Cathy Cox welcomed veteran
MLB and NFL player Brian Jordan to the event. President Cox
presented the Alumni Team Challenge award to Scott Rich, ’94, Andy
Burks, ’94, Matthew Mashburn, ’95, and Rick Davenport, ’71.

THANK YOU TO THE GENEROUS SPONSORS
OF THE 2015 CLAY DOTSON OPEN.
DIAMOND SPONSORS
Brasstown Valley Resort
Sodexo
United Community Bank
GOLD SPONSORS
Follett Higher Education Group
Padgett Group
Thomas Forkner, ’37
SILVER SPONSORS
AmeriGas Propane
Batchelor & Kimball, Inc.
Brailsford & Dunlavey
Choate Construction Company
Ricks Rental’s
Tri-State Utility Products, Inc.
BRONZE SPONSORS
Atlantic Capital Bank
Paul Beckham, ’63, Don A. Harp,
Jr., ’61, and Jim Johnston, Jr., ’70
Blue Ridge Mountain EMC
CMA Agency, Inc.
Impact Office Interiors
Kurt Momand, ’77, and
Heather Momand, ’08
Lord, Aeck & Sargent Architecture
Metcalf Davis
Montag & Caldwell, Inc.
Myers McRae
Prime, Buchholz & Associates
Richard McGinnis
Terry Pickren, ’69
VMDO Architects, PC
HOLE SPONSORS
A & A Auto Rental of Blairsville
Advanced Disposal Services
Appalachian Water, Inc.
ArtBytes, Inc.
Bennett Graphics
Blue Moon Printing
Bruce L. Ferguson, PC
Carolina Business Interiors, Inc.
Cornerstone Management, Inc.
Cox & Son Roofing, Inc.
Custom Home Painting

Dekalb Office
DemandEngine, Inc., Atlanta
Duplicating Products, Inc.
Georgia Power
GeoWerks
Gooch Trucking Co, Inc.
Grandaddy Mimms
Grizzle Grading & Excavating, Inc.
Hampton Well Drilling
Holiday Inn Express, Hiawassee
Mr. & Mrs. Henry M. Huckaby, ’62
KLG Jones
Malone Design & Fabrication, Inc.
Men on the Move
Mountain Graphics
Nantahala Bank & Trust Co.
Nelson’s Tractor Co.
Park Sterling Bank
Parker Petroleum
PNC Bank
Riggs Ward Design
William F. “Bill” Roberts, ’52
SAFEBuilt, Inc.
Signs Fast
Skyline Advanced
Technology Services
Southeast Water Productions
Stephanie W. McConnell, PC
Sundance Gallery, LLC
Tabarco Door & Metal
Services, Inc.
Tordust, LLC
Towns County Lions Club
Tri-State Utility Products, Inc.
TSAV
United Methodist
Connectional FCU
Woodmen Of The World,
Lodge 1180
Young Office
MEDIA SPONSOR
Fieldstone Resort
HOLE-IN-ONE SPONSOR
Jacky Jones Chevrolet
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MAXWELL’S METAMORPHOSIS
Young Harris College’s Maxwell Center for Mathematics and Sciences recently received state-of-the-art upgrades to
benefit student success in the classroom and lab. Thanks to a generous gift from longtime YHC benefactors, students
can now perform cutting-edge research in a dedicated laboratory and study in an aesthetically pleasing space.

$1 MILLION
YHC Lifetime Trustee Dr.
Harry Hill and his wife, Harriet,
recently gave the College
$1 million to benefit renovations
to the Maxwell Center for
Mathematics and Sciences after
learning of upgrade needs.
A retired surgeon, Dr. Hill’s
passion for the sciences dates
back decades. He attended the
Medical College of Georgia and
served four years in the South
Pacific during World War II in a
portable surgical hospital.

CLIMATE-CONTROL
A NEW HVAC UNIT IMPROVES HUMIDITY
CONTROL FOR THE GOTO CHRONOS
SPACE SIMULATOR STAR PROJECTOR
AND FULL-DOME DIGITAL
PROJECTION SYSTEM, THE
SKY-SKAN DEFINITI, IN THE O.
WAYNE ROLLINS PLANETARIUM.

LAB

A CLASSROOM WAS
CONVERTED TO AN
ADVANCED LABORATORY
DEDICATED TO

UNDERGRADUATE RESEARCH.

1979

The Maxwell Center
was completed in
1979, and is named for
Alva Maxwell, ’14, and
Edna Stephens Maxwell. Mr. Maxwell
served on the College’s Board of
Trustees for 63 years—with 16 of those
as chair. Mrs. Maxwell’s grandmother
gave the original parcel of land upon
which the College was established.

STATE-OF-THE-ART
INSTRUMENTATION
WAS PURCHASED TO
ENHANCE EXISTING
LAB SPACES WITHIN
THE BUILDING.

FACELIFT
The building’s
lobby and hallways
received a facelift—
new carpeting,
painting and
furniture as well as
brighter lighting for
group study sessions.
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HVAC
AN ENERGY-EFFICIENT
HEATING, VENTILATION, AND
AIR CONDITIONING UNIT AND
GENERATOR WERE INSTALLED
TO STABILIZE AND IMPROVE
CURRENT ELECTRICAL STRUCTURE
FOR THE BUILDING.

ATHLETICS

MOUNTAIN LIONS

ROUNDUP

YHC saw a record 188 student-athletes
named to the PBC Presidential Honor Roll,
surpassing the previous mark of 157 set in
2013-2014 and more than any other PBC
institution for the third year in a row. + The
competitive cheerleading team’s large coed
squad earned a Silver Bid to the National
Cheerleading Association’s Collegiate Cheer
and Dance Championship in Daytona Beach,
Fla. The Mountain Lions finished fourth in
large coed during last year’s competition.
+ Luke the Mountain Lion was recognized
as an All-American Mascot by the NCA. +
Nicole Smith was named to the Capital One
Division II Academic All-America® Women’s
Track and Field/Cross Country Second
Team. Smith is the 12th Mountain Lion to
be named to a national team and the first
cross country runner to be selected. + The
men’s tennis team finished the 2015 season
ranked No. 40 in the NCAA’s Division II by
the Intercollegiate Tennis Association after
winning a record 13 matches and earning
the program’s first-ever berth to the NCAA
Division II tournament. + The men’s and
women’s soccer teams earned the 20142015 National Soccer Coaches Association
of America’s College Team Academic
Awards. The men’s team had a 3.32 grade
point average and was recognized for the
fifth consecutive year. The women’s team
posted a 3.25 grade point average and
received the honors for the third time in the
past four years. + Paco Craig was named
PBC Player of the Year in men’s soccer. It’s
the third consecutive year that a Mountain
Lion had been recognized with the honor.
+ Tom Mohlin Torringer earned the PBC
Elite 15 Award for men’s soccer. The award
is modeled on the NCAA’s Elite 90 and
honors the student-athletes competing in
the championship event with the highest
cumulative grade point average. + Six
Mountain Lions were named to All-Peach
Belt Conference teams in their respective
sports this fall. Paco Craig, Lewis Hilton,
and Macauley King were honored in men’s
soccer, while Nicole Smith and Nancy Murgor
were selected in women’s cross country and
Mathew Biwott in men’s cross country.
Hilton and Smith wrapped up their career as
four-time all-conference honorees. Murgor
also was named the conference’s Freshman
of the Year.

MEN’S SOCCER CLINCHES THIRD CONSECUTIVE
PEACH BELT CONFERENCE TITLE
The men’s soccer team completed another successful regular season when they
captured their third consecutive Peach Belt Conference title in November.
As the top seed in the PBC Tournament, the team went on take home their
second straight PBC Tournament crown with a 2-0 win over Lander University.
With the win, the Mountain Lions earned their second consecutive berth to the
NCAA Division II tournament. YHC, the No. 2 seed from the Southeast region,
advanced to the third round of the tournament. The team’s outstanding season
was capped with a national ranking of No. 10 in the National Soccer Coaches
Association of America NCAA Division II Top 25 poll.
SMITH

CRAIG

HILTON

CROSS COUNTRY RUNNERS STAND OUT AT
NCAA DII CHAMPIONSHIP
In November, women’s cross country runner Nancy Murgor
and men’s cross country runner Mathew Biwott earned
berths—the first-ever in the program’s history—into the NCAA
Division II Cross Country Championships in Joplin, Mo.
The standouts from Iten, Kenya, also took home
individual titles at the Peach Belt Conference Cross Country
Championships.
Both runners finished in the top five at the NCAA Division
II Southeast Regional Championship
in Wingate, N.C. At the championship
meet, Biwott, a sophomore, earned
USTFCCCA All-Region honors as he
finished fifth out of 160 runners with a
time of 33:07.1. Murgor, a freshman,
finished second out of the 182 runners
with a time of 22:45.1, and also earned
a spot on USTFCCCA’s NCAA Division
II All-Southeast Region Team along with
teammate Nicole Smith, a senior from
Ball Ground.
BIWOTT

MURGOR
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2015 GRADUATE
EARNS TOP HONORS
FOR SOFTBALL
Sydnee Weaver, a recent graduate of Young Harris
College, headlined the 2015 Capital One Academic
All-America® Division II Softball Team, as selected by
the College Sports Information Directors of America
(CoSIDA).
Weaver is the 11th Mountain Lion since 2011 to
be named to a Capital One Academic All-America®
team, but the first YHC student-athlete to be named
the Academic All-America® Team Member of the Year
for a sport.
Weaver maintained a 4.00 grade point average
during her time as a biology major and chemistry
and psychology minor at YHC. She is a two-time first
team Capital One Academic All-America® selection,
and recipient of the Peach Belt Conference Elite 15
Award. Weaver is also a two-time selection to the
All-Peach Belt Academic Team and a two-time PBC
Presidential Honor Roll Gold Scholar. She was also
recognized as YHC’s Luke Rushton, ‘42, ScholarAthlete, an accolade presented to the senior studentathlete with the highest grade point average. She also
received the Outstanding Biology Senior Academic
Award and Senior Research Award at the College.
In May, Weaver was presented with the Dr. Charles
R. Clegg Outstanding Scholar Award during the
Commencement ceremony.
On the field, she led Young Harris to a 31-18 record,
the most wins as an NCAA program. Weaver finished
second on the team in batting average (.404), runs
scored (39), hits (57) and total bases (77). She led the
Mountain Lions, who finished the season ranked eighth
in the NCAA Division II Southeast Regional Rankings,
in on-base percentage (.475), doubles (12), triples (4)
and stolen bases (29). She led the PBC in stolen bases,
second in triples, fourth in on-base percentage, sixth in
batting average, and eighth in runs.
The standout concluded her collegiate career with
a .386 career batting average while playing in 195
games. That included 32 doubles and nine triples,
along with 78 stolen bases in 92 attempts. She scored
139 runs and drove in 55 runs.
Weaver is now pursuing a doctor of physical therapy
degree from Armstrong State University.

GOLF AND SOFTBALL TEAMS LOOK TO
NEW LEADERSHIP
Caleb Kelley,’ 12
GOLF HEAD COACH
PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE: Kelley served
as golf assistant coach and assistant sports
information director for the Mountain Lions
for two seasons, and was named interim
head coach for the 2014 season. Kelley, who
earned his bachelor’s degree in history from
YHC in 2012, played for the Mountain Lions
for four seasons and served as team captain.
ACCOLADES: Kelley led the men’s and women’s golf teams to their bestever finishes in the Peach Belt Conference Championships as YHC’s interim
head coach—leading the men to a third-place finish and the women’s team
to a seventh-place finish. The men’s team set a new PBC Championship
record as they carded a 279 in the second round. Under Kelley’s
leadership, Young Harris, which was ranked No. 43 in Golfstat’s NCAA
Division II rankings, had two golfers—Linus Manntz and Eli Crumley—
recognized as PBC AstroTurf Men’s Golfers of the Week. Additionally,
David Wallin was named to the All-PBC Second Team while Manntz was
named to the All-PBC Championship Team. The women’s team, which
shaved 37 strokes off its scoring average, was the first-ever YHC program
to be honored by the PBC with its Team Sportsmanship Award.
COACH’S PERSPECTIVE: “First and foremost, the goal for my teams
is that they receive a quality education. I also strive to help them develop
into the best players they can be and learn to bring their individual
successes together to create a championship-caliber team.”

Kayla Lucas
SOFTBALL HEAD COACH
PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE: Lucas comes
to the Enchanted Valley after spending the
past four seasons as an assistant coach for
Georgia College. She played college softball
at Henderson State University and Central
Baptist College, both in Arkansas.
ACCOLADES: Lucas was named National
Fastpitch Softball Coaches Association
Division II National Assistant Coach of the Year in 2014. While at Georgia
College, the Bobcats posted a 143-68 mark and were ranked as high as
No. 6 in the NFCA national rankings. Lucas helped the Bobcats qualify for
the NCAA Division II national tournament for three seasons, including the
2015 NCAA Southeast Regional No. 2 title and a berth in the institution’s
first NCAA Super Regional. As the team’s speed and agility coach, Lucas
helped the Bobcats rack up 442 stolen bases. The team also led the PBC
in stolen bases three times. As a student-athlete, Lucas received NAIA,
NCCAA and NFCA All-American honors, and led Central Baptist College
to the NCCAA National Championship in 2010.
COACH’S PERSPECTIVE: “I am very excited to join the Young Harris
family. I want to thank President Cathy Cox and Director of Athletics Randy
Dunn for allowing me this opportunity to lead these student-athletes. I
am extremely excited about becoming a Mountain Lion and building this
softball program into a Peach Belt Conference and Southeast Region
Championship contender.”
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BASEBALL, BASKETBALL AND SOFTBALL TEAMS ADD ASSISTANT COACHES

Kasey Britt
SOFTBALL ASSISTANT COACH
PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE: Britt spent
two seasons on Belhaven University’s
coaching staff. She also spent five years at
the University of Central Arkansas, where
she played for four years and served as a
student-assistant during her fifth year.
ACCOLADES: At Belhaven, Britt saw the
Blazers win 75 games, including 44 in 2014 when the University earned
a trip to the NAIA National Softball Tournament. As a student-athlete at
UCA, Britt was selected twice to the All-Southland Conference Team and
twice to the NFCA Division I All-South Region Team. She is ranked in the
top five in career records for UCA, including home runs, RBI, doubles,
slugging percentage, on-base percentage and walks. She also ranks in
the top five in seven single season categories.
COACH’S NOTES: “Kasey brings a tremendous amount of knowledge
and enthusiasm on and off the field. Adding her gives this program the
loyalty and commitment that is needed to be successful year in and
year out. Kasey’s accomplishments as a student-athlete have transferred
into her coaching and will be a huge asset in continuing to move this
program in the right direction.” –Softball Head Coach Kayla Lucas

Brandon Hennessey
BASEBALL ASSISTANT COACH
PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE: Hennessey comes
to YHC after two seasons at University of
Texas–Pan American—now the University
of Texas Rio Grande Valley. Prior to that,
he served as assistant coach and recruiting
coordinator at Reinhardt University, where
he focused on development of the pitching
staff. He also spent time on the coaching staffs of Gavilan Junior College,
Cabrillo College and San Jose State University.
ACCOLADES: During his two-year stay with the Broncos, he lowered
the inherited pitching staff earned run average from 4.25 to 3.84—the
lowest in UTPA history since 1992. UTPA finished the season 10th in
NCAA Division I with a starting rotation ERA of 2.27 during 2014. The
Broncos, who finished second in the Western Athletic Conference that
same year, finished second in the league in ERA. Under Hennessey’s
direction, the Reinhardt pitching staff lowered its team ERA from 6.08 to
4.23, the lowest in the program history. Reinhardt pitchers also lowered
their walks by 70 and lowered their batting average against by more
than 30 points.
COACH’S NOTES: “Brandon brings a great deal of experience as a
pitching coach and recruiter. He has coached numerous pitchers that
have been drafted and has an excellent track record of developing
young pitching staffs. He is going to open up and expand our recruiting
landscape with his ties to the West Coast and Midwest. His experience
with pitching staffs and recruiting made him a perfect fit for our
program.” –Baseball Head Coach Travis Huffman

Peyton
Robertson,’ 15
WOMEN’S BASKETBALL
ASSISTANT COACH
PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE:
Robertson played four seasons for
Young Harris College, graduating in
May 2015 with a degree in business
and public policy.
ACCOLADES: Robertson played in 94 games for the
Mountain Lions—the fifth most in the College’s NCAA era. She
finished third on the all-time NCAA-era list in points with 846,
third in field goals made with 322, and fourth in free throws
made with 178 and rebounds with 468. During her career, she
averaged 9.0 points and 5.0 rebounds while shooting 45.2
percent from the floor and .764 from the free throw line. She
also had 77 assists, 56 steals and 30 blocks.
COACH’S NOTES: “I am thrilled to have Peyton rejoin the
program. She is someone I respected as a player and has
expressed to me her desire to coach on many occasions. Peyton
is going to play a very important part in this program as we
move forward and I’m excited to watch her grow as a coach, just
as I watched her grow as a player.” –Women’s Basketball Head
Coach Matt Stearsman

Steve Viterbo,’ 14
MEN’S BASKETBALL
ASSISTANT COACH
PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE:
Viterbo was a key player in
rebuilding YHC’s men’s basketball
program in 2010, playing four
seasons for the Mountain Lions prior
to graduating with a communication
studies degree in 2014.
ACCOLADES: A native of Melbourne, Australia, Viterbo
started each of the 91 games he played—the most in YHC
history. He scored 1,067 points, grabbed 544 rebounds, and
recorded 226 assists, 162 steals, and 56 blocked shots in his
career. He is currently tied for No. 1 on YHC’s all-time list with
123 three-pointers and is No. 2 in points, rebounds, assists,
steals, and blocked shots.
COACH’S NOTES: “It will be a great homecoming for Steve.
I’m very happy to have him back as an assistant. His loyalty
to Young Harris College and the men’s basketball program is
unparalleled and terrific. He is loved by everyone on campus
and in the community. I’m very glad to have him on staff.”
–Men’s Basketball Head Coach Pete Herrmann
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“Remember When...”

PHOTOGRAPHY BY BRITTANY McCONNELL AND PHILIP SAMPSON, ‘84
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YOUNG HARRIS COLLEGE ALUMNI, FAMILY
AND FRIENDS FLOCKED TO THE ENCHANTED
VALLEY TO “REMEMBER WHEN...” DURING
ALUMNI WEEKEND 2015, APRIL 24–26.

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT Current and former Dorcas Society members caught up following the annual Dorcas/Spat Breakfast. Alumnus
John Trotter, ’91, took time to sketch scenes of campus between events. Alumni from across the generations gathered for the annual Alumni
Weekend group photo. Alumni from the 1980s reminisced about their time at YHC. The weekend’s festivities included a memorable service in
Susan B. Harris Chapel. Current and former members of Alpha Xi fraternity manned a table promoting student organizations during GreenFest.
Attendees gathered on the patio of the Rollins Campus Center for lunch and GreenFest. Posters honoring former head librarian Robert “Papa
Rich” Richardson were handed out during a dedication ceremony for the new Papa Rich Circulation Desk in the Zell and Shirley Miller Library.
Former members of the Spat Club visited with former instructor of business and registrar O. V. Lewis during the Dorcas/Spat Breakfast.
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“There were 10 anniversary reunions celebrated with a record
number of alumni returning for the Class of 1965’s 50th reunion
festivities,” said Director of Alumni Services Dana Ensley, ’97.
“Thank you to the Class Coordinators for putting these reunions
together and to the 50th Reunion Committee for their time and
enthusiasm.”
The weekend kicked off with the Alumni and Student Career
Networking Lunch in Hatcher Dining Room of the Rollins
Campus Center where alumni mingled with students seeking
guidance and advice about the college-to-work transition. Alumni
then reconnected with each other while indulging in sweet treats
during an ice cream social.
Friday evening concluded with the Half Century Club Dinner
and Annual Alumni Awards Ceremony in the Suber Banquet Hall
of the Rollins Campus Center. All YHC alumni were invited to
partake in a delicious meal, fellowship with each other, and honor
a special group of alumni and friends of the College. Members
of the Class of 1965 were also recognized as special guests of the
evening in commemoration of their 50th reunion.
Rain on Saturday morning did not stop a group of loyal
runners who participated in the first-ever Alumni Weekend 5k
Trail Run beginning at the Berry Tennis Center.
The annual Dorcas/Spat Breakfast took place in the newly
relocated Grace Rollins Dining Hall while other alumni enjoyed
morning coffee with President Cathy Cox and retired and emeriti
faculty and staff at the Campus Gate Art Gallery. President Cox
presented attendees with an update on the College, followed by

View more photos of Alumni Weekend 2015 @
flickr.com/youngharriscollege.

CLOCKWISE FROM
TOP LEFT Members of
the Class of 1965 enjoyed
a special reception to
celebrate their 50th
reunion. Friends
and family of Robert
“Papa Rich” Richardson
attended a special
dedication ceremony.
Current and former
members of Gamma
Psi sorority celebrated
the organization’s 20th
anniversary. Alumni
and their families mingled
at the All-Class Social on
Saturday evening.
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lunch on the patio of the Rollins Campus Center.
A special commemoration ceremony was held to dedicate the
Papa Rich Circulation Desk in the new Zell and Shirley Miller
Library. More than 100 former students, colleagues, family
members and friends attended the dedication in memory of
YHC’s former head librarian Robert Richardson.
“A lot of people came together to make this happen,” said Skip
Breeden, ’99, who played a role in raising the funds to name the
circulation desk. “The relationships formed on campus impact
us for life and keep us connected. Papa Rich developed a lot of
meaningful relationships with students, faculty and staff. This
project was successful because it connected giving with people’s
personal relationships with Papa Rich.”
Alumni reconnected with fellow classmates during the
Alumni GreenFest while also visiting with current YHC students
promoting various clubs and organizations. They even took
“selfies” with friends and props in the Social Media Tent—a fun
addition to the festivities.
Many alumni also attended a memorable service in Susan
B. Harris Chapel. The day drew to a close with the All-Class
Social in the Suber Banquet Hall sponsored by the Young
Alumni Council.
The weekend’s festivities wrapped up Sunday morning with a
worship service at Sharp Memorial United Methodist Church led
by YHC alumnus Dr. Phil DeMore, ’63.
“Having our alumni return to campus for any occasion is
exciting, but we particularly love showing off all YHC has to
offer during Alumni Weekend when so many gather together to
reminisce,” said Ensley. “I hope you will remember the beauty of
the Enchanted Valley this spring and plan to join us for Alumni
Weekend 2016.”

ALUMNI AWA R DS
Charlie Blackmon, ‘06
YOUNG ALUMNI
ACHIEVEMENT AWARD
Given to an alumnus or alumna
who has graduated within the
last 15 years and has excelled in
his or her career

Jacky Jones
NANCY LOUISE HAYNES STEPHENS
SANDERSON ROBERTSON
OUTSTANDING FRIEND AWARD
Given to a friend of YHC who has
dedicated his or her time, resources and
energy to ensure a successful future for
the College

Joshua Wetzel, ’07
EXCEPTIONAL MILITARY
SERVICE AWARD
Given to an alumnus or alumna
who has served with honor
and distinction in the United
States military

Dr. Sam H. Coker, ‘47
ARTEMAS LESTER AWARD
Given to an alumnus or alumna in
recognition of a lifetime dedicated
to ministry and a commitment to
Christian service

Harriett Matthews Ward, ‘70
IUVENTUS AWARD
Given to an alumnus or alumna
who has made significant
contributions to the education
of our youth

Learn more about the Alumni Award recipients.

SAVE THE DATE:

The Arrendale-Pleasants Family
YHC FAMILY OF THE YEAR AWARD
Given to a family associated with YHC in
recognition of their special connection to
the College

Ruth Woolley Sapp, ‘67
SUSAN B. HARRIS AWARD
Given to an outstanding alumna who has
provided strong support for YHC

Jimmy Tallent, ‘72
DISTINGUISHED ALUMNI AWARD
FOR LIFETIME CAREER
ACHIEVEMENT
Given to an alumnus or alumna who has
demonstrated great success in his or her
career following a successful foundation
laid by the College

Friday-Sunday, April 22–24
• Make plans to attend the Half Century Club Dinner and Alumni
Awards Ceremony on Friday evening, where special VIP tables will be
available for Class of 1966 members.

YH

YOUNG HARRIS COLLEGE
ALUMNI WEEKEND 2016

• Learn more about the mission of each Alumni Award and view a
listing of past recipients @ yhc.edu/alumniawards. Contact the Office
of Alumni Services for nomination information.
• Start planning your milestone class reunion by contacting the Office
of Alumni Services.
A detailed schedule and registration form will follow in early spring.

Find out more about Alumni Weekend @ yhc.edu/alumniweekend.
Start the conversation using the hashtag #YHCAW16.
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CLASS NOTES
Share your news with other Young Harris College alumni and friends.
Send achievements, announcements and photos to: Young Harris College Class Notes
P.O. Box 275, Young Harris, GA 30582 | alumni@yhc.edu | yhc.edu/alumni
ACHIEVEMENTS &
ANNOUNCEMENTS

1930s

Virginia Jether Cooper
Burel, ’36, celebrated
her 100th birthday at a
special celebration at Lake
Lanier with family and
friends. She is blessed
with three daughters, nine
grandchildren and 18
great-grandchildren.

1960s
Dr. Judith Sosebee
Prince, ’65, of Greenville,
S.C., was honored by
the Girl Scouts of South
Carolina—Mountains to
Midlands at the Women of
Distinction Awards Dinner
on Sept. 10. The evening
paid tribute to women
who exemplify excellence
in service, leadership,
community visibility and
professionalism. Dr. Prince
is professor emerita at
the University of South
Carolina Upstate, where
she served the University
for more than 30 years in
various roles.

1970s
Joni Vance, ’79, recently
had her first short
story published in the
book, “More Christmas
Moments.” The authors
who contributed to this
book shared their personal
stories of the Christmas
season including stories
about happy childhood
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memories, the joy of the
season, and the beauty and
excitement of the holiday.
All proceeds from the book
benefit Samaritan’s Purse.
For more information,
visit grace-publishing.com/
more-christmas-moments.
Julie DeWitt Willer, ’79,
owns Sundance Gallery,
a gift store and gallery
located in Blairsville across
from Alexander’s Store. She
encourages alumni visiting
the area to stop in to chat
about the “wonderful old
YHC days.”

1980s
Mike Dover, ’86, of
Atlanta, was recently
appointed deputy
commissioner of the
Georgia Department of
Transportation. Dover will
assist the commissioner
in maintaining and
operating the activities
of the department and
oversee the Division of
Administration.
Julie Tepp, ’87, was
named to The Atlanta
Business Chronicle’s list of
“Who’s Who in the Atlanta
Hospitality Industry,” the
100 leaders who “make it
their business to welcome
the world to metro
Atlanta.” Tepp is president
of the Atlanta Arts Festival,
which is ranked among the
top 100 art festivals in the
country in sales for both
fine art and fine craft.
Peter Lee, ’88, of
Lawrenceville, published
his first novel, “The Death
and Life of Mal Evans”
which speculates what
would have happened
if the Beatles had never
broken up. The book is
available on Amazon and
through Lee’s website,
avonypublishing.com.

1990s

Dr. Bryson
Payne, ’91,
recently
published
a new book titled
“Teach Your Kids to Code:
A Parent-Friendly Guide
to Python Programming.”
The book debuted as a #1
Best Seller in children’s
programming books and
a #1 Hot New Release
in three programming
categories on Amazon. It is
available online at Barnes
& Noble and other retail
bookstores, and from the
publisher at nostarch.com/
teachkids. This year, Dr.
Payne also received tenure
and was promoted to full
professor at the University
of North Georgia, where
he has taught for 15
years and served as the
first department head of
computer science. He
welcomes contact from
YHC friends through both
Facebook and Twitter:
@brysonpayne.

Karen Best, ’92, was
recently named the
Savannah 2015 Girls
Tennis Coach of the Year.

In August 2015, the Murray
Arts Council in Chatsworth
sponsored “Eclectic: Works
on Loan from An Artist’s
Collection,” a special art
exhibit featuring works by YHC
alumni Deborah Pritchett, ’79,
who organized the event, Ken Hamilton, ’78,
Juli Sibley, ’78, and Laura Coleman Stanhope, ’79.
Several works by YHC Emeritus Professor of Art Dick
Aunspaugh were also featured.

Best, who teaches health
and physical education,
has earned coach of the
year honors for three
consecutive seasons.
Scott Thompson’s, ’93,
new novel titled “Eight
Days” will be released in
March 2016. Published by
French Press Bookworks,
the novel is about a
recently deceased man
who must navigate his life’s
regrets before moving on
to eternity. He noted that,
“Young Harris College
makes a nice cameo at the
end as the main character’s
gateway to Heaven.”

Josh Henry, ’98, of West
Hollywood, Calif., recently
returned from the Sydney
Indie Film Festival in
Australia, where his short
film, “Poker Face,” won
the Extra Mile Award. This
award is given to honor
a filmmaker who went to
great lengths to see his or
her vision become a reality.

He wrote, produced,
directed, edited and acted
in the film as well as raised
the money to fund it.
Henry will also be in the
upcoming feature film,
“The Founder,” a biopic
on McDonald’s founder
Ray Kroc, and the new PBS
Civil War drama, “Mercy
Street.”

Julie Pinto, ’99, was named
2015-2016 Teacher of
the Year for Marietta City
Schools. Superintendent
Dr. Emily Lembeck, who
made the announcement
at the annual Teacher of
the Year and Employee
Awards Ceremony in late
May said, “Julie Pinto
is very deserving of this
recognition. She motivates
her students to be better
learners, inspires them
to reach their highest
potential, and encourages
them to apply their
knowledge in a
meaningful way.”

2000s
Holly Ellington, ’05,
was recently promoted
to news editor at the
Aiken Standard, a daily
community newspaper
in Aiken, S.C. In her new
role, Ellington manages
a team of local reporters
covering news and events
in Aiken County and
beyond. She began her
career with the Aiken
Standard in 2008 as a copy
editor and page designer,
and has served as chief
copy editor since 2012.

2010s
Carlos Ocampo, ’11,
works as an account
executive for the Kansas
City Royals, the 2015
World Series Champion.
In 2014, the team received
rings for winning the
American League and went
on to the World Series.
Ocampo does group and
season sales in addition
to planning company
outings.
Emily Nichols, ’14,
works as a field operations
specialist for the corporate
office of Zaxby’s based in
Athens. Nichols travels
across the U.S. planning
grand openings and
promotional events for
the company.

ENGAGEMENTS,
MARRIAGES & BIRTHS

1990s

Mary Ellen Coggins
Baker, ’96, and her
husband Jason, of Hull,
are proud to announce
the birth of their son,
Colin Douglas, on June
14. He was 9.12 pounds
and 21 inches long. Proud
big sister Ella Reese also
welcomed Colin.

Abigail Hamilton, ’99,
and Bryan Brosseau were
married on June 10 on
Hilton Head Island.
The couple resides in
Kennesaw, where Abbie
is an advertising account
manager at Outfront Media.

2000s

Michael, ’01, and Sandee
Ewing, ’01, George, of
Jefferson, are pleased to
announce the birth of
their daughter, AnnaReese
Davis, on Aug. 28, 2014.
She was 10 pounds, 9
ounces and 22 inches long.
She was also welcomed by
big sister Reagan.
Laura Beth Bargainnier,
’05, married Jack Sharkey
Bazemore III on Nov. 14,
2015, in Louisville. The
couple resides in Macon.

Amy Beck Conner, ’05,
and her husband Robert,
of Jefferson, are proud to
announce the birth of their
daughter, Amelia Jane, on
Jan. 16. She was 6 pounds,
13 ounces and 19 inches
long. Amelia was also
welcomed by big brother
Brayden Thomas.

In April 2015, Bonnie Binford Devereaux, ’62,
and Janet Taylor Vandiver, ’62, planned a road
trip across Georgia and Florida to reconnect with
several YHC friends who made their College
experience so valuable and fun. The two, who
became friends when they were assigned to the
third floor of Winship Hall at YHC, visited Linda
Akins Butler, ’63, Stan Storey, ’62, Bobby
Witcher, ’62, and Brenda Goswick Pritchett, ’62.
Brent Snodgrass, ’05,
and Gabrielle Bohan were
married on Oct. 11, 2014,
in their hometown of
Newnan.

Continued on page 70

A Tribute to William
C. “Bill” Hatcher
1922-2015
William C. “Bill”
Hatcher served the
College as a loyal and
dedicated member of
the Board of Trustees
for 22 years after being
elected in 1981. He then
served for 12 years as an
emeritus trustee.
Born in Bleecker, Ala.,
Hatcher was raised in Juliette prior to moving to
Atlanta to attend Georgia Evening College—now
Georgia State University. It was then that he
began his distinguished career with Genuine Parts
Company (GPC).
After serving in the U.S. Army Air Corps
from 1942-1945, Hatcher returned to GPC in
Atlanta. He was transferred to GPC’s facilities
in Birmingham, Ala., and New Orleans, La.,
but moved back to Georgia in 1961 to serve as
president of GPC’s Atlanta operations.
In 1964, Hatcher was elected to the GPC
board of directors and named vice president of
operations for the company. Elected president and
COO in 1974, he retired as vice chairman of the
board in 1987.
Considered a leader in the automotive
aftermarket, Hatcher was active in the business
community. He served as president and
chairman of the board of National Automotive
Parts Association (NAPA), and on the boards of
directors for several notable companies.
Hatcher was also active in his community,
serving in many volunteer and civic positions,
including chair of the finance committee at
Peachtree Road United Methodist Church and
president of the Rotary Club of Atlanta—to name
only a few.
As a YHC trustee, Hatcher served as chair of
the Finance Committee and on the Buildings
and Ground (Properties), Endowment, and
Executive Committees, providing sound advice
for many years.
For his distinguished service to YHC, Hatcher
was awarded the College’s highest honor, the
President’s Medallion—now the Young Harris
College Medallion—in 2004. His wife, Bebe,
stated, “Bill never received an award that meant
more to him than the YHC President’s Medallion.”
The William C. Hatcher Dining Room in the
Rollins Campus Center—used daily by YHC
students, faculty and staff—is a special tribute to
Mr. Hatcher by his former GPC colleagues.
He is survived by his wife of 40 years,
Bebe, one daughter, two stepchildren, eight
grandchildren and seven great-grandchildren.
Hatcher passed away on June 17 at the age
of 93.
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Continued from page 69
Matthew Holland, ’06,
and his wife Lauren, of
Marietta, are pleased to
announce the birth of
their son, Wells Baxter,
on June 21. He was 8
pounds, 12 ounces and
22.5 inches long.

2010s

Kimberly Beverstein, ’11,
and her fiancé, Andrew
Goldstein, were recently
engaged at the top of
Brasstown Bald and plan
to marry in May 2016.
Beverstein works as a
dental hygienist and
her fiancé is a software
developer.

Cheyenne Teeple, ’13,
married Chase Alford,
’13, on May 23, 2015,

in Tallahassee, Fla. The
couple met on their first
day at YHC at theatre
auditions. Cheyenne noted,
“We dated throughout the
rest of our time at YHC,
and will forever thank
God for the Enchanted
Valley that brought us
together. Young Harris
gave us so many gifts over
the years in the form of
best friends, memories,
education, passions and,
as of May 23, family.”

After graduating from
YHC, Erica Brooks, ’14,
moved to Long Beach,
Calif., and began working
as a communications
and community relations
intern at the Port of Long
Beach. Following the
eight-month stint, she was
offered a full-time position
as an account coordinator
with Westbound
Communications, a local
public relations agency. In
Dec. 2014, her boyfriend,
Dana Morris, proposed,
and the couple married in
Oct. 2015 at the Circle Bar
B Ranch in Goleta, Calif.

Remembering Rev. James
R. Styles, ’47 | 1927-2015
Rev. James R. Styles was a steadfast supporter
of his alma mater, Young Harris College. In
fact, he noted many times that his life and
commitment to the ministry were made possible
by the College.
Rev. Styles was raised in Dawson County and
graduated from Dawson County High School
in 1945. Following his calling to the ministry at
the age of 17, he served in several churches in
Western North Carolina while attending YHC.
He went on to earn a bachelor’s degree from Jacksonville State
University and master of divinity degree from Emory University’s Candler
School of Theology.
Following his ordination as an Elder in The United Methodist Church,
Rev. Styles served several churches in North Georgia. During this time, he
felt a call to the chaplaincy and was commissioned in the U.S. Air Force,
where he faithfully served for 22 years in Alaska, Japan, Turkey, England,
Virginia, Georgia, Maine, and Texas.
After retiring from active duty in 1976, Rev. Styles was appointed
minister of visitation at Decatur First United Methodist Church, where he
served until his retirement in 1993.
Along with being named pastor emeritus of Decatur First United
Methodist Church, Rev. Styles was inducted into the Golden Corp of the
Heart by the Emory University Alumni Association and was recognized as
the oldest living state officer by the Georgia Future Farmers of America.
As an expression of his devotion to education, Rev. Styles endowed
the Rev. James Robert Styles, ’47, and The Rev. Betsy Pittard Styles
Scholarship in honor of his parents—Cleo and Otis Styles—to benefit
students at YHC.
A devoted family man, Rev. Styles is survived by his wife of 56 years,
Betsy, and two children, Rachel and Rob.
Rev. Styles passed away following a valiant 12-year battle against
Alzheimer’s disease on Aug. 13 at the age of 88.

IN MEMORIAM

Members of the Classes of
1967 and 1968 enjoyed a
fantastic cruise to Alaska in
May 2015. Organized by
Ruth Wooley Sapp, ’67, and
husband, Jimmy, the group
included Mike Ginn, ’67,
Caroline Gillespie Grube,
’67, Mike, ’67, and Luella
Williams, ’67, Ledford, Creg
Smith, ’67, Nancy Hilton
Smith, ’67, Nancy Phillips
Watson, ’67, Doc Weathers,
’67, Ken,’67, and Pat Fowke,
’67, Wood, Jo Anne Luke
Woodall, ’67, and Sharon
Letson Weathers, ’68.
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Larry W. Breedlove, ’62

Mildred Padgett, ’41

William E. Brent, ’69

Waynette Sosebee, ’53

Kevin G. Brown, ’79

Margaret Stewart
Friend of the College

Rev. Gene C. Gee, ’54
Charles E. Hale, ’57
Dr. Daniel D. Hankey
Former Board Member

Anna Stone, ’92
Rebecca Dyer Stowe, ’79
Rev. James R. Styles, ’47

Doris P. Hardin, ’42

Matilda D. Trawick, ’46

William C. Hatcher
Emeritus Board Member

Rev. Julian L. Tucker, ’52

Marica K. Hill, ’58
Georgeanne LeQuire, ’74
Dora Marshall, ’48

Jesse K. West, ’62
Murriel M. Whitener, ’60
Harvey L. Windsor, ’55
Paul A. Wright, ’70

J. Sandra Milford, ’57
The names above indicate YHC alumni and friends who have passed
away from May 31, 2015, to Nov. 1, 2015, as reported to the College.

THE LAST WORD
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Through the Microscope
Take a look through the microscope to test your knowledge of the Young Harris
College campus—magnified. Can you guess what’s pictured? Email your answers to
echoes@yhc.edu for your chance to win a special YHC prize!
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LET’S GET SOCIAL.
Want to see more photos like this showcasing the beautiful YHC campus, plus hear about student and alumni news?
Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram to stay connected with Young Harris College—from wherever you are in the world!

facebook.com/YoungHarrisCollege |
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twitter.com/YH_College |

instagram.com/youngharriscollege

