
The sounds of whispered conversation, the scribbling of pencils on paper, and the silence of awe 
and history permeate the hollowed space. The soaring arches perfectly frame the dark silhouettes of 
visitors from all over the world standing in sharp contrast to the surrounding white coffered walls 
and the glowing, behemoth statue towering in its midst. Chair of the Art Department and Assistant 
Professor of Art Ted Whisenhunt observes his students as they lean over their sketch books, their 
eyes occasionally darting up to drink in the contours of the intimidating sculpture, their hands racing 
across the surface of the paper as they sketch one of the most famous pieces of art in the world—the 
statue of David. 

“You never really ‘see’ something until you draw it,” said Whisenhunt. “The act of sketching 
masterworks like Michelangelo’s David or Bernini’s Apollo and Daphne in person is a once in a lifetime 
experience. The students connect with the work more, and they remember details that otherwise 
would quickly fade from memory.”

A total of 12 Young Harris College students joined Whisenhunt along with Assistant Professor 
of English Dr. Eloise Whisenhunt and Adjunct Instructor of Art Duncan Baird on a transformative 
journey to Italy during the summer break. 

“This trip allowed me to experience a new culture and broaden my worldview,” said junior art major 
Maggie Morales, of Marietta, Ga. “I was extremely inspired by the beautiful art and hope to use this 
inspiration in my own work in the future. I’m very grateful to the Friends of the Arts for helping us 
make this trip of a lifetime possible.”

From visiting the surreal San Miniato al Monte, a ninth century Romanesque monastery imbued 
with the haunting tones of chanting monks and the warm reds and oranges of a sunset-painted 
path overlooking the ruddy, mismatched domes, roofs, and spires of the city of Florence to blindly 
attempting to navigate through a sea of bodies with upward-pointed faces to take in the breathtaking 
ceiling of the Sistine Chapel at the Vatican Museum, visiting Italy is a multi-faceted, whirlwind 
experience that will not soon be forgotten. 

“My biggest ‘wow’ moment was being inside the colosseum for the first time and seeing the 
remarkable architecture that has stood the test of time,” said Morales.

Students could be seen attempting to keep the Leaning Tower of Pisa from falling over, taking a sigh 
of relief while walking through the carless streets of Venice, and gasping for breath as they reached 
the top of the Torre del Mangia in Siena, absorbing the magnificent view of the rolling hills of Tuscany 
and daring to look down while imagining the herd of horses that race twice a year in the shell-shaped 
piazza below. 

“With all of the great works of art and architecture, the amazing food and landscape, and 
being immersed in another culture for two weeks, the students have no choice but to have a new 
appreciation for Italy,” said Whisenhunt. “Walk into the Fine Arts Annex on campus, and you will see 
what kind of impact a trip of this nature has on our students. It’s in their work. The experience truly 
broadens their worldview.” 
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The Young Harris College Department of Music has planned an 
exciting array of special performances and musical guests for the 2015-
2016 season. 

“In addition to our multiple small ensemble performances, we 
also planned many special events including the second annual 
Kaleidoscope Concert featuring the YHC Concert Band, Concert Choir 
and several music ensembles as well as the FOTA-sponsored Five 
Grands Fantasia Concert featuring the debut of one of our student’s 
original compositions,” said Chair of the Music Department and 
Associate Professor of Music Dr. Richard Knepp. “We also have several 
world-class performing artists visiting our campus this year.”

Some of these special guest artists include “America’s famous duo-
organists” Elizabeth and Raymond Chenault, as part of the annual Fay 
Harmon Clegg Hoag, ’33, Concert Series, which was held on Oct. 22, 
and popular Nashville songwriter and YHC alumnus Brandon Hood, 
’05, who will present a special concert as part of the College’s annual 
Homecoming festivities on Nov. 20.

YHC’s Concert Band will provide an evening of contemporary 
classical works during the New Music Festival on Nov. 12 featuring 
award-winning composers Samuel Hazo and Daniel Perttu, during 

which Perttu’s original composition, “Callanish,” will debut. 
Spring semester welcomes to campus 9 String Theory, a 

collaboration between domra virtuoso Angelina Galashenkova and 
award-winning classical guitarist John Huston on March 31.

On March 18, the Grammy Award-winning guitar ensemble The 
Los Angeles Guitar Quartet will not only perform in concert, but also 
lead a masterclass for YHC guitar students, offering them an incredible 
opportunity to learn from four uniquely accomplished musicians at the 
forefront of their field. 

For a full list of music events, refer to the 2015-2016 Fine Arts 
Calendar, call (706) 379-5182 or visit yhc.edu/calendar.
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LEFT TO RIGHT A special performance by “America’s famous duo-

organists” Elizabeth and Raymond Chenault and the second annual 

Kaleidoscope Concert kicked off the 2015-2016 music season.    The 

Grammy Award-winning Los Angeles Guitar Quartet will perform for the 

YHC community on March 18.



The sounds of whispered conversation, the scribbling of pencils on paper, and the silence of awe 
and history permeate the hollowed space. The soaring arches perfectly frame the dark silhouettes of 
visitors from all over the world standing in sharp contrast to the surrounding white coffered walls 
and the glowing, behemoth statue towering in its midst. Chair of the Art Department and Assistant 
Professor of Art Ted Whisenhunt observes his students as they lean over their sketch books, their 
eyes occasionally darting up to drink in the contours of the intimidating sculpture, their hands racing 
across the surface of the paper as they sketch one of the most famous pieces of art in the world—the 
statue of David. 

“You never really ‘see’ something until you draw it,” said Whisenhunt. “The act of sketching 
masterworks like Michelangelo’s David or Bernini’s Apollo and Daphne in person is a once in a lifetime 
experience. The students connect with the work more, and they remember details that otherwise 
would quickly fade from memory.”

A total of 12 Young Harris College students joined Whisenhunt along with Assistant Professor 
of English Dr. Eloise Whisenhunt and Adjunct Instructor of Art Duncan Baird on a transformative 
journey to Italy during the summer break. 

“This trip allowed me to experience a new culture and broaden my worldview,” said junior art major 
Maggie Morales, of Marietta, Ga. “I was extremely inspired by the beautiful art and hope to use this 
inspiration in my own work in the future. I’m very grateful to the Friends of the Arts for helping us 
make this trip of a lifetime possible.”

From visiting the surreal San Miniato al Monte, a ninth century Romanesque monastery imbued 
with the haunting tones of chanting monks and the warm reds and oranges of a sunset-painted 
path overlooking the ruddy, mismatched domes, roofs, and spires of the city of Florence to blindly 
attempting to navigate through a sea of bodies with upward-pointed faces to take in the breathtaking 
ceiling of the Sistine Chapel at the Vatican Museum, visiting Italy is a multi-faceted, whirlwind 
experience that will not soon be forgotten. 

“My biggest ‘wow’ moment was being inside the colosseum for the first time and seeing the 
remarkable architecture that has stood the test of time,” said Morales.

Students could be seen attempting to keep the Leaning Tower of Pisa from falling over, taking a sigh 
of relief while walking through the carless streets of Venice, and gasping for breath as they reached 
the top of the Torre del Mangia in Siena, absorbing the magnificent view of the rolling hills of Tuscany 
and daring to look down while imagining the herd of horses that race twice a year in the shell-shaped 
piazza below. 

“With all of the great works of art and architecture, the amazing food and landscape, and 
being immersed in another culture for two weeks, the students have no choice but to have a new 
appreciation for Italy,” said Whisenhunt. “Walk into the Fine Arts Annex on campus, and you will see 
what kind of impact a trip of this nature has on our students. It’s in their work. The experience truly 
broadens their worldview.” 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE:
Message from the Dean

Theatre Young Harris 
Season Preview

Department of Music 
Offers Exciting Lineup  
of Events

For the Love of the Arts

YHC Expands Fine  
Arts Offering with  
New Minor

LEFT TO RIGHT The 

group posed in front 

of the Arno River in 

Florence.    Art students 

sketched spectacular 

views of Italy.    Gondola 

rides in Venice were a 

highlight of the trip.    

Students explored the 

Roman Forum.

BRUSHSTROKES OF ITALY
Summer Tour Abroad Sparks Inspiration

A NEWSLETTER FOR FRIENDS OF THE ARTS AT YOUNG HARRIS COLLEGE FALL 2015

BY KYLE HUNEYCUTT, ’13

The Young Harris College Department of Music has planned an 
exciting array of special performances and musical guests for the 2015-
2016 season. 

“In addition to our multiple small ensemble performances, we 
also planned many special events including the second annual 
Kaleidoscope Concert featuring the YHC Concert Band, Concert Choir 
and several music ensembles as well as the FOTA-sponsored Five 
Grands Fantasia Concert featuring the debut of one of our student’s 
original compositions,” said Chair of the Music Department and 
Associate Professor of Music Dr. Richard Knepp. “We also have several 
world-class performing artists visiting our campus this year.”

Some of these special guest artists include “America’s famous duo-
organists” Elizabeth and Raymond Chenault, as part of the annual Fay 
Harmon Clegg Hoag, ’33, Concert Series, which was held on Oct. 22, 
and popular Nashville songwriter and YHC alumnus Brandon Hood, 
’05, who will present a special concert as part of the College’s annual 
Homecoming festivities on Nov. 20.

YHC’s Concert Band will provide an evening of contemporary 
classical works during the New Music Festival on Nov. 12 featuring 
award-winning composers Samuel Hazo and Daniel Perttu, during 

which Perttu’s original composition, “Callanish,” will debut. 
Spring semester welcomes to campus 9 String Theory, a 

collaboration between domra virtuoso Angelina Galashenkova and 
award-winning classical guitarist John Huston on March 31.

On March 18, the Grammy Award-winning guitar ensemble The 
Los Angeles Guitar Quartet will not only perform in concert, but also 
lead a masterclass for YHC guitar students, offering them an incredible 
opportunity to learn from four uniquely accomplished musicians at the 
forefront of their field. 

For a full list of music events, refer to the 2015-2016 Fine Arts 
Calendar, call (706) 379-5182 or visit yhc.edu/calendar.

P L AT I N U M 
Sharon and Brantley, ‘74, Barrow
Marilyn K. Brown
Kathleen E. Crawford
Cathy Cox and Mark Dehler
Cindy and Keith DeFoor
Clara and Frank, ‘61, Erwin
Judy and Bob Grove
Linda and John M. Kniess
Robin Kolar
George W. Lee
Marvin McArthur, ‘65
Charlotte, ‘64, and Jim 

McCloskey
Nancy and John McCranie
Helen, ‘78, and Harry McDevitt
Shirley and Richard McGinnis
Men on the Move
Connie and Gary Myers
Sandra and John M., ‘75, Sillay
Deborah and David Steed
Virginia S. Stephens, ‘57
Ruth Twedt
Mary Virginia Weil
Mary Beth Wiles and Leslie Davis

G O L D
Susan and Peter Andersen
Becky and Ron Beal
Barbara and Bob, ‘57, Bone
Sally and Franklin Boulineau
Karen and Sandy Calloway
Michelle and Chris Crawford
Lu and Phil, ‘63, DeMore
Linda, ‘68, and Gary, ‘68, Dye
Betty and Benny Ferguson
The Go Fourth Living Trust
Laura Grano
Linda Plott Miller
April and Robert Rhodes
Diane and Fritz Simonsen

Peggy, ‘59, and Albert Thrasher
Janet and Bill Trlica

S I LV E R
Anonymous
Harvey S. Cohen
Rosalie DeVane and Steve Sloan
Ray Farley
Anne and Jim Gilmore
Max M. Gilstrap, ‘56
Diana and Gerald Gutenstein
Joyce and Gene Hall
Dorothy B. Harmon, ‘58
Judith and Leon H., ‘55, Lee
Anne and Roy Moultrie
Vickie and Rob, ‘75, Murray
Elaine and Carl Neuhaus
Eileen and Ed Oberzut
The Robert G. and Ellen S. 

Gutenstein Family  
Foundation Inc.

Rosemary, ‘89, and Rusty, ‘88, 
Royston

Betty J. Shuler, ‘52
Virginia and David Tinsley
Leslie and Jon Wade
Jean* and Ray Ward
Kaye and Forrest, ‘56, Wheeler
Eloise and Ted Whisenhunt

B RO N Z E
Anne B. Atkinson
Terry and Duncan Baird
Amy and Timothy K. Barrett
Elizabeth and Roger Belanger
Norma and Michael Berkman
Eva D. Breedlove
Ann Cahill
Kay Cameron and Dennis Gray
Myrna Carley
Betsy Chamberlain

Jane and John Cheek
Ann S. Chenault
Roberta Chereck and Vince 

Cooper
Ruthanne Chesebro
Elizabeth and Charles  

Claypool, Jr.
Joan and Bartow, ‘72, Cowden
Melda and Lewis Davis
Marjorie and Oscar DeLozier
Carolyn and William Duckworth
Woodie and Bud Dyer
Marsha and Robert, ‘62,  Elliott
Cedric C. Epps, ‘14
Doris and Robert Eshelman
M. Laura Evans, ‘61
Susan and David Fann
Kim Farmer
Catherine and Richard Fiser
Mary and Duane Fortenberry
Allyson and Clayton D., ‘08, 

Franklin
Elizabeth M. and Hugh Frazer
Carol and W. Ron, ‘62, Gibson
Priscilla and Jack Glass
Marie Hancock
Rev. and Mrs. David T., ‘60, 

Haygood
Jami, ‘79, and David Holden
Janis and Lonnie Horn
Sandy and Ken Johnson
Lawrence Jones
Peg and Bill* Kieffer
Carolyn M. King
George A. Koller
Mary and Rick Land
Diane Lesko
Jane E. Lewis-Holman, ‘78
Sheila and Doug Mansfield
Margaret L. McCamy
Paul J. Mitchell, III, ‘78
Janice and Carl Moore

Janet and Terry Morris
Jean and Arthur Nethery
Evelyn, ‘62, and Buddy Panter
Katherine S. Pierce
Kathy, ‘73, and Linton Powell
Susan and Darrell Rich
Betty and Bobby, ‘62, Rogers
Carol and Jonathan Sayer
Bertram P. Schafer
Nancy and Walt Shumway
Joanne and Jim Snell
Sunnie and Hong Son
Amy Spivey and Timothy Moore
Catherine and Jody Stallings
Ed Stansell, ‘70
Norma Jean, ‘55, and Robert 

Stewart
Shirley and Robert Stillwell
Elizabeth, ‘86, and Scott Terry
Anne Towns and Bart Hansard
Becky, ‘65, and Russell, ‘55, 

Turpin
Barbara Zotti Vellotti, ‘01
John Wayman

F R I E N D
Barbara A. Bannon
Carolyn, ‘88, and Thomas 

Bernardi
Don H. Berry
Nancy and Don Brewer
Mary Carol and Michael J. 

Campbell
Ida-Anne and Robert Clarke
Becky, ‘69, and Ed Cochran
Betty Cooper
Jackie and Tim Croxdale
Ki Curtis
Susan and Jackie Dobbins
Hazel Douglass
Emily A. Espy, ‘14
Dorothy and Dwight Ewing

Cheryl and Jim Flora
Karen and John Gallogly
Michelle L. Golden, ‘05, and Jeff 

Hargens
Michelle Graham-Wilson
Raymond A. Groth
Carol Anne and Gene Harrison
Lois, ‘72  and William Hart
Charlotte J. Headrick
Susan, ‘77, and Richard 

Holcombe
Victoria and Kyle, ‘13, Huneycutt
Laura and Scott Jones
Patti and John, ‘56, Kay
Sarah and Shaughan Keaton
Abigail and Kendall Kiker
Richard R. Knepp
Marian and Barry Malac
Kevin J. Marinelli
Leslie B. Martin, ‘87
Zadie Cunningham McCall, ‘58
David B. McLemore
Leigh and Kevin Miller
David S. Mora
Denise and Harold Murphy
Benjamin M. Norman
William B. Ogden, ‘13
Brenda Paul
Helga Reaves and Ilse Shepherd
Shirley and Vince Robelotto
Don Schneider
Angela and Ralph Sgambati
Mary and David Slavkin
Frances and Larry Smith
Carol and David Smucker
Tony Stringer
Jack Tripp, ‘12
Michelle Twarog
Hugh A. Walker, Jr., ‘62
Jeremy Waltman
Tess Wieland

*Deceased 

Your support enables YHC’s Division of 
Fine Arts to continue offering quality 
programming that benefits student 
development and enhances the local 
cultural landscape. Friends of the Arts 
supports the College’s goals to enable 
students to grow and learn in an 
environment of uncompromised artistic 
and academic freedom and integrity.  
For more information, contact 
YHC’s Office of Advancement at 
(706) 379-5173 or visit yhc.edu/fota.

 DEPARTMENT OF MUSIC OFFERS 
Exciting Lineup of Events

PLAY A LEADING  
ROLE IN THE ARTS 
at Young Harris College

 Bronze $100–$249

 Friend $99 and below

JOIN TODAY!
FRIEND $99 and below
all members receive:
• Annual newsletter
• Annual spring dinner
• Name recognition in event programs
• NEW! Season preview event
• NEW! FOTA-Exclusive Talkbacks

BRONZE $100–$249
all Friend level benefits, plus:
•  NEW! 10% off one gift or clothing item  

at YHC Bookstore

SILVER $250–$499
all Bronze level benefits, plus:
• NEW! Invitation to a working rehearsal
•  NEW! Invitation to select pre- and  

post-performance receptions
• NEW! Paint N’ Pour art event 

GOLD $500–$999
all Silver level benefits, plus:
• Private reception and dinner in the fall

PLATINUM $1,000+
all Gold level benefits, plus:
•  NEW! Go behind-the-scenes—learn about 

production, costumes and set design
•  NEW! Membership in YHC’s President’s Circle 

Please select your FOTA membership level:
 Platinum $1,000+

 Gold $500–$999

 Silver  $250–$499

NAME  List name as it should appear in publications.    Check box if you do not want your name published.

STREET ADDRESS 

CITY/STATE/ZIP

PHONE 

EMAIL

 Check enclosed, made payable to Young Harris College.

 Please charge my:  American Express   Discover   MasterCard   VISA

CARD #      

NAME ON CARD  EXPIRATION DATE  SECURITY CODE 

SIGNATURE

I commit to a one-time charge of $ _____________OR __________ per month for _____ months.

Multiple payments are billed in consecutive months.

Return completed form with your gift to: 

Young Harris College Office of Advancement • P.O. Box 275 • Young Harris, GA 30582
Or join online: yhc.edu/fota

2014–2015 Friends of the Arts Members MEMBERS LISTED BELOW MADE A GIFT TO  
FRIENDS OF THE ARTS JULY 1, 2014–JUNE 30, 2015.

C   mmuniquéOffice of Advancement
P.O. Box 275
Young Harris, GA 30582

NON-PROFIT ORG.
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID
PERMIT #8316
ATLANTA, GA

LEFT TO RIGHT A special performance by “America’s famous duo-

organists” Elizabeth and Raymond Chenault and the second annual 
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DEAR FRIENDS OF THE ARTS,
Last year was very exciting in the Division 

of Fine Arts. Over a time span of 129 days, we 
held 26 musical performances, 28 theatrical 
performances and seven art exhibitions as 
well as sophomore and senior recitals by the 
music majors. With your support, we brought in 
renowned Actor’s Equity Association professional 
Bart Hansard to perform in The Mikado alongside 
our students. We installed a new custom main 
drape in Glenn Auditorium, added a ceramics 
wheel and air compressor system to the Fine 
Arts Annex, purchased four professional-grade 
cameras, screens, lights, backdrops, and audio 
gear for our new cinematic arts minor, and finally, 

we sent 12 students on a trip to Italy to experience the masters firsthand.
We had a few roles changing hands over the summer. Associate 

Professor of Music Dr. Richard Knepp is now chair of the music 
department and Assistant Professor of Theatre Anne Towns has taken 
over as chair of the theatre department. Ki Curtis has taken on additional 
responsibilities within the department becoming instructor of dance, and 
Adjunct Instructor of Music Kerry Rittenhouse is taking the reins of YHC’s 
Community Band. Newcomers to the division include Assistant Professor 
of Music and Music Education Coordinator Dr. Shelley Sanderson and 
Assistant Professor of Theatre and Technical Director Ben Norman. 
Joining us as adjunct music faculty are Holly Behre, Marc Boehm and Dr. 
Will Peebles—who is actually re-joining us! In the art department, we 
have a new director of the Campus Gate Art Gallery, Camden Goddard, ’14, 
and a new adjunct instructor of photography, Charlie Routh. We are also 
excited to introduce two new music ensembles this year—the Woodwind 
Ensemble under the direction of Assistant Professor of Music Dr. Leigh 
Miller, and the Brass Ensemble under the direction of Adjunct Instructor 
of Music Marc Boehm.

What has your generosity spurred into motion for the coming year? A 
41-student band tour of Chicago, a once-in-a-lifetime five-piano concert 
(yep, that’s five grand pianos!), a new computer lab with theatrical 
design software installed, a green screen and DSLR camera for digital 
arts classes, upgraded sound system for the dance studio, and a large 
format printer. Your support will also help bring world-renowned guest 
artists 9-String Theory and The Los Angeles Guitar Quartet to campus in 
the Spring. These are just some of the highlights! Of course, we will have 
our Mainstage, Second Season and Studio Series theatre performances, 
ensemble and solo concerts, art shows, and cabarets for you to enjoy as 
well—all made possible by your support of Friends of the Arts.

I get to go to work every day with the best, most talented and vibrant 
fine arts faculty in the country. Every year, we are blessed with the highest 
caliber minds and spirits looking to learn from members of this faculty. 
It is my privilege and honor to work, live and create in these mountains. 
I cannot thank you enough for supporting our vision of Young Harris 
College as a center for the arts in Appalachia. I hope to see you at many 
of our events this coming year!

Chris Crawford
Dean, Division of Fine Arts

Theatre Young Harris heralds in the 
2015-2016 season with a slate of nine 
exciting productions which started on 
Sept. 26 with the annual children’s show 
Cinderella’s Mice and the comedic 
production Sylvia on Sept. 28-29.

Next in the lineup of Mainstage Theatre productions is 
John Cariani’s Almost Maine, a story of a mythical town 
whose residents find themselves falling in and out of love—
often in hilarious ways, Nov. 11-15, followed by 9 to 5: 
The Musical, a hilarious story of friendship and revenge 
in the Roledex era based on the hit movie from 1980 on 
Feb. 25-27. The season will close with The Mousetrap, 
the world’s longest running play written by the foremost 
mystery writer of her time, Agatha Christie, on April 20-23.

The Second Season, which features innovative events 
such as staged readings, one-act plays and special recitals, 
will kick-off with How Are We Today?, an original play 
written by YHC senior theatre major Melissa Tillery on Jan. 
20. YHC’s Delta Gamma Drama Society will once again 
present Unlucky In Love—a cabaret fundraiser to benefit 
student trips within the Division of Fine Arts on Feb. 13. 
The event showcases talented students performing a variety 
of short musical and dramatic bits related to themes of love 
and heartbreak. Students will close the season with the 
annual cabaret-style Musical Theatre Revue on April 27.

Following the production of Sylvia, the Studio Series 
will close with The Aliens, a drama about friendship, 
love and death, featuring two angry young men behind a 
Vermont coffee shop on April 9-10.

“We’re proud that four of our seven scripted productions 
this season feature female playwrights or composers,” 
said Theatre Department Chair and Assistant Professor of 
Theatre Anne Towns. “Our diverse season spotlights work 
by popular favorites Dolly Parton and Agatha Christie, 
Pulitzer Prize-winner Annie Baker, and newcomer Melissa 
Tillery—a YHC senior. We hope you’ll agree that these 
women have made great contributions to the world of 
theatre and the YHC campus!”

Tickets for the Mainstage Season are available in person 
through the YHC Box Office located in the lobby of 
Goolsby Center, by phone at (706) 379-4307 or online  
at yhc.edu/tickets. For a full listing of theatre events,  
visit yhc.edu/season.

Message from the Dean THEATRE YOUNG HARRIS ANNOUNCES 
2015-2016 Season

A  TA N G I B L E  I M PA C T  FOTA members like Miller impact 
YHC’s fine arts community and enhance the student experience. 
Generous contributions to FOTA recently supported the purchase of 
several exciting items including a “YHC Purple” drape for the Glenn 
Auditorium stage as well as a professional-grade video camera for 
theatre reels.
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I first put brush to paper with Iva 
Myrtle Green, an art teacher at Young 
Harris College, at her home near the 
entrance of Plott Town Road. I was 
six years old. My parents, Frank and 
Norma Loesch Plott, lived farther 
up Plott Town Road with my father’s 
parents in a house no longer existing. 
For some reason, my mother decided 
to become a private student of Miss 
Iva and took me and my younger 

sister, now Brenda Jo McLendon, with her. From studies with Miss 
Iva, I have here in my home in Hixson, Tenn., two of my favorite 
artworks—a watercolor by me and an oil-on-board by my mother 
dated 1960. One of my favorite inherited objects is a primitive easel 
gifted to my mother by Miss Iva.

Over the years, my parents migrated to Gwinnett County. My 
mother, nicknamed by her friends Little Norma, continued her art 
studies, but in quilting. One of her quiltworks, a memorial made 
for the family of a Delta Airlines employee, is in the collection of the 
Delta Airlines Museum in Atlanta. My father, along with my mother 
and sister, also expressed their interest in art as collectors of anything 
that caught their interest, from fishing lures and Plott Hound dogs to 
Depression Era glass and pottery. 

None of my immediate family was privileged to attend Young 

Harris College. After graduating from the University of Georgia, 
I came to Hixson by way of marriage to a UGA student, the late 
William D. “Chip” Miller. My sister Brenda attended West Georgia 
College, retired from AT&T, and is now pursuing her true love in 
veterinary medicine, in its own way an art. 

Thirty years after studying art with Miss Iva, I enrolled in my 
second art class. I had earned a master’s degree in English from 
the University of Tennessee at Chattanooga as a night student 
while working as a professional staff member at Chattanooga State 
Community College. On a whim, I told my friend, a professor of 
art at Chattanooga State, that I had decided to become an artist. She 
laughed. She said something like, “Linda, people don’t decide to 
become artists. They are artists.” She, however, enrolled me in her 
introductory class. In the following years, I took a variety of studio 
art classes, from drawing to portrait-in-oil to assemblage. 

I am writing this personal encouragement because last year, while 
sitting on my porch, I truly believe—romantic that I am—that my 
parents suggested that I, knowing the cost of art supplies, support 
the Young Harris College art program. With the help of Young Harris 
College’s Office of Advancement, my sister and I established the 
Frank and Norma Plott Memorial Art Fund to provide supplies to 
students, and we continue support of this fund. 

Brenda and I encourage your support of YHC’s art department, 
or the department of your choice. Miss Iva Myrtle Green would 
certainly approve. 

Young Harris College recently added the exciting new field of 
cinematic arts to its impressive array of academic minors. Students 
studying the new minor will learn about film history and how to 
analyze and create cinematic works. They will also be provided 
with the opportunity to study American and international films 
and filmmakers as well as the creative and physical production 
processes.

“The addition of cinematic arts will attract students who are 
interested in pursuing movie making or cinematic studies,” said 
Dean of the Division of Fine Arts and Assistant Professor of Theatre 
Chris Crawford. “The minor fits into our current programs, 
enhances our curriculums and provides more depth to our existing 
degree programs.”

The minor is a three-pronged program in which students will 
study cinema theory, production and history. Courses are taught 
by faculty members spanning multiple disciplines and divisions 
including popular culture, digital arts, music, theatre, and history. 

“My students are developing their ability to think critically about 
film and where those films fit within a larger history,” said Assistant 
Professor of Communication Studies Dr. Chris Richardson. 

Dr. Richardson’s course “Film Theory and Cinematic Analysis” 
is one of the first courses being taught as part of the new minor 
and explores film as a narrative form through selected critical and 
theoretical readings. 

“Moving from a focus on the history and technology of film to 
its critical reception and stylistic conventions, students will be able 
to address current films and their social, cultural, and political 
significance,” Dr. Richardson said. 

Additional cinematic arts courses will be taught by Assistant 
Professor of Art Jeremy Waltman, Adjunct Instructor of Theatre 
Bart Hansard and Associate Professor of History Dr. Thomas 
Stearns. Exposure to faculty from various academic backgrounds 
will offer students a multi-faceted and well-rounded approach to 
learning the new material.

“We anticipate high demand for this minor,” said Crawford. 
“Cinema plays such a big role in our lives and in the lives of our 
students. We are all excited to see how their academic experience 
will be enhanced by such an engaging area of study.”

FOR THE LOVE OF THE ARTS
A LETTER FROM FOTA MEMBER LINDA PLOTT MILLER

YHC Expands Fine Arts Offerings with New Minor

Frank and Norma Loesch Plott

C   mmuniqué
CERAMICS WHEEL

Friends of the Arts funded the purchase of a heavy duty Brent 
potter’s wheel which allows students who have a special interest 

in ceramics to gain experience throwing on the wheel and 
working with pottery. Our new 50-gallon air compressor allows 
students to work with a variety of pneumatic tools which can be used 
for woodworking, metal fabrication and stone carving. We’re very 
grateful for these new pieces of equipment and greatly appreciate the 
support from our Friends of the Arts program.

Art Department Chair and Associate Professor of Art Ted Whisenhunt 

LARGE FORMAT PRINTER
With a large format printer, our students are now able to 
produce professional level draftings, create large format digital 

art and transfer art to a print medium without going off campus. I’m so 
happy FOTA was able to help us with this purchase. I’m using 
it a lot, and our students are using it even more!

Assistant Professor of Theatre and Technical Director Benjamin Norman 

DRAPE
We are most grateful to Friends of the Arts for helping 
us put our best face on for the thousands of patrons that 

see shows in Glenn Auditorium each year. Our main curtain and 
valance were beginning to decay with age and use, and we are 
most grateful they helped make our facilities look almost as 
good as our performances on the stage with this brand new 
‘YHC purple’ drape!

Dean of the Division of Fine Arts and Assistant Professor of Theatre Chris Crawford

VIDEO CAMERA
Thanks to the generosity of FOTA members, the theatre 
department has been able to offer an ‘acting for the camera’ 

course for the first time. This class is a crucial addition to our 
catalog and was eagerly welcomed by our students. It would not 
have been possible without the professional-grade camera 
now in our possession.

Theatre Department Chair and Assistant Professor of Theatre Anne Towns

Dr. Richardson’s course “Film Theory and Cinematic Analysis” is one of the 
first courses being taught as part of the Cinematic Arts minor.



DEAR FRIENDS OF THE ARTS,
Last year was very exciting in the Division 

of Fine Arts. Over a time span of 129 days, we 
held 26 musical performances, 28 theatrical 
performances and seven art exhibitions as 
well as sophomore and senior recitals by the 
music majors. With your support, we brought in 
renowned Actor’s Equity Association professional 
Bart Hansard to perform in The Mikado alongside 
our students. We installed a new custom main 
drape in Glenn Auditorium, added a ceramics 
wheel and air compressor system to the Fine 
Arts Annex, purchased four professional-grade 
cameras, screens, lights, backdrops, and audio 
gear for our new cinematic arts minor, and finally, 

we sent 12 students on a trip to Italy to experience the masters firsthand.
We had a few roles changing hands over the summer. Associate 

Professor of Music Dr. Richard Knepp is now chair of the music 
department and Assistant Professor of Theatre Anne Towns has taken 
over as chair of the theatre department. Ki Curtis has taken on additional 
responsibilities within the department becoming instructor of dance, and 
Adjunct Instructor of Music Kerry Rittenhouse is taking the reins of YHC’s 
Community Band. Newcomers to the division include Assistant Professor 
of Music and Music Education Coordinator Dr. Shelley Sanderson and 
Assistant Professor of Theatre and Technical Director Ben Norman. 
Joining us as adjunct music faculty are Holly Behre, Marc Boehm and Dr. 
Will Peebles—who is actually re-joining us! In the art department, we 
have a new director of the Campus Gate Art Gallery, Camden Goddard, ’14, 
and a new adjunct instructor of photography, Charlie Routh. We are also 
excited to introduce two new music ensembles this year—the Woodwind 
Ensemble under the direction of Assistant Professor of Music Dr. Leigh 
Miller, and the Brass Ensemble under the direction of Adjunct Instructor 
of Music Marc Boehm.

What has your generosity spurred into motion for the coming year? A 
41-student band tour of Chicago, a once-in-a-lifetime five-piano concert 
(yep, that’s five grand pianos!), a new computer lab with theatrical 
design software installed, a green screen and DSLR camera for digital 
arts classes, upgraded sound system for the dance studio, and a large 
format printer. Your support will also help bring world-renowned guest 
artists 9-String Theory and The Los Angeles Guitar Quartet to campus in 
the Spring. These are just some of the highlights! Of course, we will have 
our Mainstage, Second Season and Studio Series theatre performances, 
ensemble and solo concerts, art shows, and cabarets for you to enjoy as 
well—all made possible by your support of Friends of the Arts.

I get to go to work every day with the best, most talented and vibrant 
fine arts faculty in the country. Every year, we are blessed with the highest 
caliber minds and spirits looking to learn from members of this faculty. 
It is my privilege and honor to work, live and create in these mountains. 
I cannot thank you enough for supporting our vision of Young Harris 
College as a center for the arts in Appalachia. I hope to see you at many 
of our events this coming year!

Chris Crawford
Dean, Division of Fine Arts

Theatre Young Harris heralds in the 
2015-2016 season with a slate of nine 
exciting productions which started on 
Sept. 26 with the annual children’s show 
Cinderella’s Mice and the comedic 
production Sylvia on Sept. 28-29.

Next in the lineup of Mainstage Theatre productions is 
John Cariani’s Almost Maine, a story of a mythical town 
whose residents find themselves falling in and out of love—
often in hilarious ways, Nov. 11-15, followed by 9 to 5: 
The Musical, a hilarious story of friendship and revenge 
in the Roledex era based on the hit movie from 1980 on 
Feb. 25-27. The season will close with The Mousetrap, 
the world’s longest running play written by the foremost 
mystery writer of her time, Agatha Christie, on April 20-23.

The Second Season, which features innovative events 
such as staged readings, one-act plays and special recitals, 
will kick-off with How Are We Today?, an original play 
written by YHC senior theatre major Melissa Tillery on Jan. 
20. YHC’s Delta Gamma Drama Society will once again 
present Unlucky In Love—a cabaret fundraiser to benefit 
student trips within the Division of Fine Arts on Feb. 13. 
The event showcases talented students performing a variety 
of short musical and dramatic bits related to themes of love 
and heartbreak. Students will close the season with the 
annual cabaret-style Musical Theatre Revue on April 27.

Following the production of Sylvia, the Studio Series 
will close with The Aliens, a drama about friendship, 
love and death, featuring two angry young men behind a 
Vermont coffee shop on April 9-10.

“We’re proud that four of our seven scripted productions 
this season feature female playwrights or composers,” 
said Theatre Department Chair and Assistant Professor of 
Theatre Anne Towns. “Our diverse season spotlights work 
by popular favorites Dolly Parton and Agatha Christie, 
Pulitzer Prize-winner Annie Baker, and newcomer Melissa 
Tillery—a YHC senior. We hope you’ll agree that these 
women have made great contributions to the world of 
theatre and the YHC campus!”

Tickets for the Mainstage Season are available in person 
through the YHC Box Office located in the lobby of 
Goolsby Center, by phone at (706) 379-4307 or online  
at yhc.edu/tickets. For a full listing of theatre events,  
visit yhc.edu/season.

Message from the Dean THEATRE YOUNG HARRIS ANNOUNCES 
2015-2016 Season

A  TA N G I B L E  I M PA C T  FOTA members like Miller impact 
YHC’s fine arts community and enhance the student experience. 
Generous contributions to FOTA recently supported the purchase of 
several exciting items including a “YHC Purple” drape for the Glenn 
Auditorium stage as well as a professional-grade video camera for 
theatre reels.
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Chris Crawford,  
Dean of the Division  
of Fine Arts

I first put brush to paper with Iva 
Myrtle Green, an art teacher at Young 
Harris College, at her home near the 
entrance of Plott Town Road. I was 
six years old. My parents, Frank and 
Norma Loesch Plott, lived farther 
up Plott Town Road with my father’s 
parents in a house no longer existing. 
For some reason, my mother decided 
to become a private student of Miss 
Iva and took me and my younger 

sister, now Brenda Jo McLendon, with her. From studies with Miss 
Iva, I have here in my home in Hixson, Tenn., two of my favorite 
artworks—a watercolor by me and an oil-on-board by my mother 
dated 1960. One of my favorite inherited objects is a primitive easel 
gifted to my mother by Miss Iva.

Over the years, my parents migrated to Gwinnett County. My 
mother, nicknamed by her friends Little Norma, continued her art 
studies, but in quilting. One of her quiltworks, a memorial made 
for the family of a Delta Airlines employee, is in the collection of the 
Delta Airlines Museum in Atlanta. My father, along with my mother 
and sister, also expressed their interest in art as collectors of anything 
that caught their interest, from fishing lures and Plott Hound dogs to 
Depression Era glass and pottery. 

None of my immediate family was privileged to attend Young 

Harris College. After graduating from the University of Georgia, 
I came to Hixson by way of marriage to a UGA student, the late 
William D. “Chip” Miller. My sister Brenda attended West Georgia 
College, retired from AT&T, and is now pursuing her true love in 
veterinary medicine, in its own way an art. 

Thirty years after studying art with Miss Iva, I enrolled in my 
second art class. I had earned a master’s degree in English from 
the University of Tennessee at Chattanooga as a night student 
while working as a professional staff member at Chattanooga State 
Community College. On a whim, I told my friend, a professor of 
art at Chattanooga State, that I had decided to become an artist. She 
laughed. She said something like, “Linda, people don’t decide to 
become artists. They are artists.” She, however, enrolled me in her 
introductory class. In the following years, I took a variety of studio 
art classes, from drawing to portrait-in-oil to assemblage. 

I am writing this personal encouragement because last year, while 
sitting on my porch, I truly believe—romantic that I am—that my 
parents suggested that I, knowing the cost of art supplies, support 
the Young Harris College art program. With the help of Young Harris 
College’s Office of Advancement, my sister and I established the 
Frank and Norma Plott Memorial Art Fund to provide supplies to 
students, and we continue support of this fund. 

Brenda and I encourage your support of YHC’s art department, 
or the department of your choice. Miss Iva Myrtle Green would 
certainly approve. 

Young Harris College recently added the exciting new field of 
cinematic arts to its impressive array of academic minors. Students 
studying the new minor will learn about film history and how to 
analyze and create cinematic works. They will also be provided 
with the opportunity to study American and international films 
and filmmakers as well as the creative and physical production 
processes.

“The addition of cinematic arts will attract students who are 
interested in pursuing movie making or cinematic studies,” said 
Dean of the Division of Fine Arts and Assistant Professor of Theatre 
Chris Crawford. “The minor fits into our current programs, 
enhances our curriculums and provides more depth to our existing 
degree programs.”

The minor is a three-pronged program in which students will 
study cinema theory, production and history. Courses are taught 
by faculty members spanning multiple disciplines and divisions 
including popular culture, digital arts, music, theatre, and history. 

“My students are developing their ability to think critically about 
film and where those films fit within a larger history,” said Assistant 
Professor of Communication Studies Dr. Chris Richardson. 

Dr. Richardson’s course “Film Theory and Cinematic Analysis” 
is one of the first courses being taught as part of the new minor 
and explores film as a narrative form through selected critical and 
theoretical readings. 

“Moving from a focus on the history and technology of film to 
its critical reception and stylistic conventions, students will be able 
to address current films and their social, cultural, and political 
significance,” Dr. Richardson said. 

Additional cinematic arts courses will be taught by Assistant 
Professor of Art Jeremy Waltman, Adjunct Instructor of Theatre 
Bart Hansard and Associate Professor of History Dr. Thomas 
Stearns. Exposure to faculty from various academic backgrounds 
will offer students a multi-faceted and well-rounded approach to 
learning the new material.

“We anticipate high demand for this minor,” said Crawford. 
“Cinema plays such a big role in our lives and in the lives of our 
students. We are all excited to see how their academic experience 
will be enhanced by such an engaging area of study.”

FOR THE LOVE OF THE ARTS
A LETTER FROM FOTA MEMBER LINDA PLOTT MILLER

YHC Expands Fine Arts Offerings with New Minor

Frank and Norma Loesch Plott

C   mmuniqué
CERAMICS WHEEL

Friends of the Arts funded the purchase of a heavy duty Brent 
potter’s wheel which allows students who have a special interest 

in ceramics to gain experience throwing on the wheel and 
working with pottery. Our new 50-gallon air compressor allows 
students to work with a variety of pneumatic tools which can be used 
for woodworking, metal fabrication and stone carving. We’re very 
grateful for these new pieces of equipment and greatly appreciate the 
support from our Friends of the Arts program.

Art Department Chair and Associate Professor of Art Ted Whisenhunt 

LARGE FORMAT PRINTER
With a large format printer, our students are now able to 
produce professional level draftings, create large format digital 

art and transfer art to a print medium without going off campus. I’m so 
happy FOTA was able to help us with this purchase. I’m using 
it a lot, and our students are using it even more!

Assistant Professor of Theatre and Technical Director Benjamin Norman 

DRAPE
We are most grateful to Friends of the Arts for helping 
us put our best face on for the thousands of patrons that 

see shows in Glenn Auditorium each year. Our main curtain and 
valance were beginning to decay with age and use, and we are 
most grateful they helped make our facilities look almost as 
good as our performances on the stage with this brand new 
‘YHC purple’ drape!

Dean of the Division of Fine Arts and Assistant Professor of Theatre Chris Crawford

VIDEO CAMERA
Thanks to the generosity of FOTA members, the theatre 
department has been able to offer an ‘acting for the camera’ 

course for the first time. This class is a crucial addition to our 
catalog and was eagerly welcomed by our students. It would not 
have been possible without the professional-grade camera 
now in our possession.

Theatre Department Chair and Assistant Professor of Theatre Anne Towns

Dr. Richardson’s course “Film Theory and Cinematic Analysis” is one of the 
first courses being taught as part of the Cinematic Arts minor.



DEAR FRIENDS OF THE ARTS,
Last year was very exciting in the Division 

of Fine Arts. Over a time span of 129 days, we 
held 26 musical performances, 28 theatrical 
performances and seven art exhibitions as 
well as sophomore and senior recitals by the 
music majors. With your support, we brought in 
renowned Actor’s Equity Association professional 
Bart Hansard to perform in The Mikado alongside 
our students. We installed a new custom main 
drape in Glenn Auditorium, added a ceramics 
wheel and air compressor system to the Fine 
Arts Annex, purchased four professional-grade 
cameras, screens, lights, backdrops, and audio 
gear for our new cinematic arts minor, and finally, 

we sent 12 students on a trip to Italy to experience the masters firsthand.
We had a few roles changing hands over the summer. Associate 

Professor of Music Dr. Richard Knepp is now chair of the music 
department and Assistant Professor of Theatre Anne Towns has taken 
over as chair of the theatre department. Ki Curtis has taken on additional 
responsibilities within the department becoming instructor of dance, and 
Adjunct Instructor of Music Kerry Rittenhouse is taking the reins of YHC’s 
Community Band. Newcomers to the division include Assistant Professor 
of Music and Music Education Coordinator Dr. Shelley Sanderson and 
Assistant Professor of Theatre and Technical Director Ben Norman. 
Joining us as adjunct music faculty are Holly Behre, Marc Boehm and Dr. 
Will Peebles—who is actually re-joining us! In the art department, we 
have a new director of the Campus Gate Art Gallery, Camden Goddard, ’14, 
and a new adjunct instructor of photography, Charlie Routh. We are also 
excited to introduce two new music ensembles this year—the Woodwind 
Ensemble under the direction of Assistant Professor of Music Dr. Leigh 
Miller, and the Brass Ensemble under the direction of Adjunct Instructor 
of Music Marc Boehm.

What has your generosity spurred into motion for the coming year? A 
41-student band tour of Chicago, a once-in-a-lifetime five-piano concert 
(yep, that’s five grand pianos!), a new computer lab with theatrical 
design software installed, a green screen and DSLR camera for digital 
arts classes, upgraded sound system for the dance studio, and a large 
format printer. Your support will also help bring world-renowned guest 
artists 9-String Theory and The Los Angeles Guitar Quartet to campus in 
the Spring. These are just some of the highlights! Of course, we will have 
our Mainstage, Second Season and Studio Series theatre performances, 
ensemble and solo concerts, art shows, and cabarets for you to enjoy as 
well—all made possible by your support of Friends of the Arts.

I get to go to work every day with the best, most talented and vibrant 
fine arts faculty in the country. Every year, we are blessed with the highest 
caliber minds and spirits looking to learn from members of this faculty. 
It is my privilege and honor to work, live and create in these mountains. 
I cannot thank you enough for supporting our vision of Young Harris 
College as a center for the arts in Appalachia. I hope to see you at many 
of our events this coming year!

Chris Crawford
Dean, Division of Fine Arts

Theatre Young Harris heralds in the 
2015-2016 season with a slate of nine 
exciting productions which started on 
Sept. 26 with the annual children’s show 
Cinderella’s Mice and the comedic 
production Sylvia on Sept. 28-29.

Next in the lineup of Mainstage Theatre productions is 
John Cariani’s Almost Maine, a story of a mythical town 
whose residents find themselves falling in and out of love—
often in hilarious ways, Nov. 11-15, followed by 9 to 5: 
The Musical, a hilarious story of friendship and revenge 
in the Roledex era based on the hit movie from 1980 on 
Feb. 25-27. The season will close with The Mousetrap, 
the world’s longest running play written by the foremost 
mystery writer of her time, Agatha Christie, on April 20-23.

The Second Season, which features innovative events 
such as staged readings, one-act plays and special recitals, 
will kick-off with How Are We Today?, an original play 
written by YHC senior theatre major Melissa Tillery on Jan. 
20. YHC’s Delta Gamma Drama Society will once again 
present Unlucky In Love—a cabaret fundraiser to benefit 
student trips within the Division of Fine Arts on Feb. 13. 
The event showcases talented students performing a variety 
of short musical and dramatic bits related to themes of love 
and heartbreak. Students will close the season with the 
annual cabaret-style Musical Theatre Revue on April 27.

Following the production of Sylvia, the Studio Series 
will close with The Aliens, a drama about friendship, 
love and death, featuring two angry young men behind a 
Vermont coffee shop on April 9-10.

“We’re proud that four of our seven scripted productions 
this season feature female playwrights or composers,” 
said Theatre Department Chair and Assistant Professor of 
Theatre Anne Towns. “Our diverse season spotlights work 
by popular favorites Dolly Parton and Agatha Christie, 
Pulitzer Prize-winner Annie Baker, and newcomer Melissa 
Tillery—a YHC senior. We hope you’ll agree that these 
women have made great contributions to the world of 
theatre and the YHC campus!”

Tickets for the Mainstage Season are available in person 
through the YHC Box Office located in the lobby of 
Goolsby Center, by phone at (706) 379-4307 or online  
at yhc.edu/tickets. For a full listing of theatre events,  
visit yhc.edu/season.
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2015-2016 Season

A  TA N G I B L E  I M PA C T  FOTA members like Miller impact 
YHC’s fine arts community and enhance the student experience. 
Generous contributions to FOTA recently supported the purchase of 
several exciting items including a “YHC Purple” drape for the Glenn 
Auditorium stage as well as a professional-grade video camera for 
theatre reels.

FALL   2015

1 College Street, P.O. Box 275 | Young Harris, GA 30582
(706) 379-5173 or (800) 241-3754

A publication of the Office of Communications and 
Marketing at Young Harris College

© 2015 Young Harris College 

Chris Crawford,  
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of Fine Arts

I first put brush to paper with Iva 
Myrtle Green, an art teacher at Young 
Harris College, at her home near the 
entrance of Plott Town Road. I was 
six years old. My parents, Frank and 
Norma Loesch Plott, lived farther 
up Plott Town Road with my father’s 
parents in a house no longer existing. 
For some reason, my mother decided 
to become a private student of Miss 
Iva and took me and my younger 

sister, now Brenda Jo McLendon, with her. From studies with Miss 
Iva, I have here in my home in Hixson, Tenn., two of my favorite 
artworks—a watercolor by me and an oil-on-board by my mother 
dated 1960. One of my favorite inherited objects is a primitive easel 
gifted to my mother by Miss Iva.

Over the years, my parents migrated to Gwinnett County. My 
mother, nicknamed by her friends Little Norma, continued her art 
studies, but in quilting. One of her quiltworks, a memorial made 
for the family of a Delta Airlines employee, is in the collection of the 
Delta Airlines Museum in Atlanta. My father, along with my mother 
and sister, also expressed their interest in art as collectors of anything 
that caught their interest, from fishing lures and Plott Hound dogs to 
Depression Era glass and pottery. 

None of my immediate family was privileged to attend Young 

Harris College. After graduating from the University of Georgia, 
I came to Hixson by way of marriage to a UGA student, the late 
William D. “Chip” Miller. My sister Brenda attended West Georgia 
College, retired from AT&T, and is now pursuing her true love in 
veterinary medicine, in its own way an art. 

Thirty years after studying art with Miss Iva, I enrolled in my 
second art class. I had earned a master’s degree in English from 
the University of Tennessee at Chattanooga as a night student 
while working as a professional staff member at Chattanooga State 
Community College. On a whim, I told my friend, a professor of 
art at Chattanooga State, that I had decided to become an artist. She 
laughed. She said something like, “Linda, people don’t decide to 
become artists. They are artists.” She, however, enrolled me in her 
introductory class. In the following years, I took a variety of studio 
art classes, from drawing to portrait-in-oil to assemblage. 

I am writing this personal encouragement because last year, while 
sitting on my porch, I truly believe—romantic that I am—that my 
parents suggested that I, knowing the cost of art supplies, support 
the Young Harris College art program. With the help of Young Harris 
College’s Office of Advancement, my sister and I established the 
Frank and Norma Plott Memorial Art Fund to provide supplies to 
students, and we continue support of this fund. 

Brenda and I encourage your support of YHC’s art department, 
or the department of your choice. Miss Iva Myrtle Green would 
certainly approve. 

Young Harris College recently added the exciting new field of 
cinematic arts to its impressive array of academic minors. Students 
studying the new minor will learn about film history and how to 
analyze and create cinematic works. They will also be provided 
with the opportunity to study American and international films 
and filmmakers as well as the creative and physical production 
processes.

“The addition of cinematic arts will attract students who are 
interested in pursuing movie making or cinematic studies,” said 
Dean of the Division of Fine Arts and Assistant Professor of Theatre 
Chris Crawford. “The minor fits into our current programs, 
enhances our curriculums and provides more depth to our existing 
degree programs.”

The minor is a three-pronged program in which students will 
study cinema theory, production and history. Courses are taught 
by faculty members spanning multiple disciplines and divisions 
including popular culture, digital arts, music, theatre, and history. 

“My students are developing their ability to think critically about 
film and where those films fit within a larger history,” said Assistant 
Professor of Communication Studies Dr. Chris Richardson. 

Dr. Richardson’s course “Film Theory and Cinematic Analysis” 
is one of the first courses being taught as part of the new minor 
and explores film as a narrative form through selected critical and 
theoretical readings. 

“Moving from a focus on the history and technology of film to 
its critical reception and stylistic conventions, students will be able 
to address current films and their social, cultural, and political 
significance,” Dr. Richardson said. 

Additional cinematic arts courses will be taught by Assistant 
Professor of Art Jeremy Waltman, Adjunct Instructor of Theatre 
Bart Hansard and Associate Professor of History Dr. Thomas 
Stearns. Exposure to faculty from various academic backgrounds 
will offer students a multi-faceted and well-rounded approach to 
learning the new material.

“We anticipate high demand for this minor,” said Crawford. 
“Cinema plays such a big role in our lives and in the lives of our 
students. We are all excited to see how their academic experience 
will be enhanced by such an engaging area of study.”

FOR THE LOVE OF THE ARTS
A LETTER FROM FOTA MEMBER LINDA PLOTT MILLER

YHC Expands Fine Arts Offerings with New Minor

Frank and Norma Loesch Plott

C   mmuniqué
CERAMICS WHEEL

Friends of the Arts funded the purchase of a heavy duty Brent 
potter’s wheel which allows students who have a special interest 

in ceramics to gain experience throwing on the wheel and 
working with pottery. Our new 50-gallon air compressor allows 
students to work with a variety of pneumatic tools which can be used 
for woodworking, metal fabrication and stone carving. We’re very 
grateful for these new pieces of equipment and greatly appreciate the 
support from our Friends of the Arts program.

Art Department Chair and Associate Professor of Art Ted Whisenhunt 

LARGE FORMAT PRINTER
With a large format printer, our students are now able to 
produce professional level draftings, create large format digital 

art and transfer art to a print medium without going off campus. I’m so 
happy FOTA was able to help us with this purchase. I’m using 
it a lot, and our students are using it even more!

Assistant Professor of Theatre and Technical Director Benjamin Norman 

DRAPE
We are most grateful to Friends of the Arts for helping 
us put our best face on for the thousands of patrons that 

see shows in Glenn Auditorium each year. Our main curtain and 
valance were beginning to decay with age and use, and we are 
most grateful they helped make our facilities look almost as 
good as our performances on the stage with this brand new 
‘YHC purple’ drape!

Dean of the Division of Fine Arts and Assistant Professor of Theatre Chris Crawford

VIDEO CAMERA
Thanks to the generosity of FOTA members, the theatre 
department has been able to offer an ‘acting for the camera’ 

course for the first time. This class is a crucial addition to our 
catalog and was eagerly welcomed by our students. It would not 
have been possible without the professional-grade camera 
now in our possession.

Theatre Department Chair and Assistant Professor of Theatre Anne Towns

Dr. Richardson’s course “Film Theory and Cinematic Analysis” is one of the 
first courses being taught as part of the Cinematic Arts minor.



The sounds of whispered conversation, the scribbling of pencils on paper, and the silence of awe 
and history permeate the hollowed space. The soaring arches perfectly frame the dark silhouettes of 
visitors from all over the world standing in sharp contrast to the surrounding white coffered walls 
and the glowing, behemoth statue towering in its midst. Chair of the Art Department and Assistant 
Professor of Art Ted Whisenhunt observes his students as they lean over their sketch books, their 
eyes occasionally darting up to drink in the contours of the intimidating sculpture, their hands racing 
across the surface of the paper as they sketch one of the most famous pieces of art in the world—the 
statue of David. 

“You never really ‘see’ something until you draw it,” said Whisenhunt. “The act of sketching 
masterworks like Michelangelo’s David or Bernini’s Apollo and Daphne in person is a once in a lifetime 
experience. The students connect with the work more, and they remember details that otherwise 
would quickly fade from memory.”

A total of 12 Young Harris College students joined Whisenhunt along with Assistant Professor 
of English Dr. Eloise Whisenhunt and Adjunct Instructor of Art Duncan Baird on a transformative 
journey to Italy during the summer break. 

“This trip allowed me to experience a new culture and broaden my worldview,” said junior art major 
Maggie Morales, of Marietta, Ga. “I was extremely inspired by the beautiful art and hope to use this 
inspiration in my own work in the future. I’m very grateful to the Friends of the Arts for helping us 
make this trip of a lifetime possible.”

From visiting the surreal San Miniato al Monte, a ninth century Romanesque monastery imbued 
with the haunting tones of chanting monks and the warm reds and oranges of a sunset-painted 
path overlooking the ruddy, mismatched domes, roofs, and spires of the city of Florence to blindly 
attempting to navigate through a sea of bodies with upward-pointed faces to take in the breathtaking 
ceiling of the Sistine Chapel at the Vatican Museum, visiting Italy is a multi-faceted, whirlwind 
experience that will not soon be forgotten. 

“My biggest ‘wow’ moment was being inside the colosseum for the first time and seeing the 
remarkable architecture that has stood the test of time,” said Morales.

Students could be seen attempting to keep the Leaning Tower of Pisa from falling over, taking a sigh 
of relief while walking through the carless streets of Venice, and gasping for breath as they reached 
the top of the Torre del Mangia in Siena, absorbing the magnificent view of the rolling hills of Tuscany 
and daring to look down while imagining the herd of horses that race twice a year in the shell-shaped 
piazza below. 

“With all of the great works of art and architecture, the amazing food and landscape, and 
being immersed in another culture for two weeks, the students have no choice but to have a new 
appreciation for Italy,” said Whisenhunt. “Walk into the Fine Arts Annex on campus, and you will see 
what kind of impact a trip of this nature has on our students. It’s in their work. The experience truly 
broadens their worldview.” 
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BRUSHSTROKES OF ITALY
Summer Tour Abroad Sparks Inspiration

A NEWSLETTER FOR FRIENDS OF THE ARTS AT YOUNG HARRIS COLLEGE FALL 2015

BY KYLE HUNEYCUTT, ’13

The Young Harris College Department of Music has planned an 
exciting array of special performances and musical guests for the 2015-
2016 season. 

“In addition to our multiple small ensemble performances, we 
also planned many special events including the second annual 
Kaleidoscope Concert featuring the YHC Concert Band, Concert Choir 
and several music ensembles as well as the FOTA-sponsored Five 
Grands Fantasia Concert featuring the debut of one of our student’s 
original compositions,” said Chair of the Music Department and 
Associate Professor of Music Dr. Richard Knepp. “We also have several 
world-class performing artists visiting our campus this year.”

Some of these special guest artists include “America’s famous duo-
organists” Elizabeth and Raymond Chenault, as part of the annual Fay 
Harmon Clegg Hoag, ’33, Concert Series, which was held on Oct. 22, 
and popular Nashville songwriter and YHC alumnus Brandon Hood, 
’05, who will present a special concert as part of the College’s annual 
Homecoming festivities on Nov. 20.

YHC’s Concert Band will provide an evening of contemporary 
classical works during the New Music Festival on Nov. 12 featuring 
award-winning composers Samuel Hazo and Daniel Perttu, during 

which Perttu’s original composition, “Callanish,” will debut. 
Spring semester welcomes to campus 9 String Theory, a 

collaboration between domra virtuoso Angelina Galashenkova and 
award-winning classical guitarist John Huston on March 31.

On March 18, the Grammy Award-winning guitar ensemble The 
Los Angeles Guitar Quartet will not only perform in concert, but also 
lead a masterclass for YHC guitar students, offering them an incredible 
opportunity to learn from four uniquely accomplished musicians at the 
forefront of their field. 

For a full list of music events, refer to the 2015-2016 Fine Arts 
Calendar, call (706) 379-5182 or visit yhc.edu/calendar.

P L AT I N U M 
Sharon and Brantley, ‘74, Barrow
Marilyn K. Brown
Kathleen E. Crawford
Cathy Cox and Mark Dehler
Cindy and Keith DeFoor
Clara and Frank, ‘61, Erwin
Judy and Bob Grove
Linda and John M. Kniess
Robin Kolar
George W. Lee
Marvin McArthur, ‘65
Charlotte, ‘64, and Jim 

McCloskey
Nancy and John McCranie
Helen, ‘78, and Harry McDevitt
Shirley and Richard McGinnis
Men on the Move
Connie and Gary Myers
Sandra and John M., ‘75, Sillay
Deborah and David Steed
Virginia S. Stephens, ‘57
Ruth Twedt
Mary Virginia Weil
Mary Beth Wiles and Leslie Davis

G O L D
Susan and Peter Andersen
Becky and Ron Beal
Barbara and Bob, ‘57, Bone
Sally and Franklin Boulineau
Karen and Sandy Calloway
Michelle and Chris Crawford
Lu and Phil, ‘63, DeMore
Linda, ‘68, and Gary, ‘68, Dye
Betty and Benny Ferguson
The Go Fourth Living Trust
Laura Grano
Linda Plott Miller
April and Robert Rhodes
Diane and Fritz Simonsen

Peggy, ‘59, and Albert Thrasher
Janet and Bill Trlica

S I LV E R
Anonymous
Harvey S. Cohen
Rosalie DeVane and Steve Sloan
Ray Farley
Anne and Jim Gilmore
Max M. Gilstrap, ‘56
Diana and Gerald Gutenstein
Joyce and Gene Hall
Dorothy B. Harmon, ‘58
Judith and Leon H., ‘55, Lee
Anne and Roy Moultrie
Vickie and Rob, ‘75, Murray
Elaine and Carl Neuhaus
Eileen and Ed Oberzut
The Robert G. and Ellen S. 

Gutenstein Family  
Foundation Inc.

Rosemary, ‘89, and Rusty, ‘88, 
Royston

Betty J. Shuler, ‘52
Virginia and David Tinsley
Leslie and Jon Wade
Jean* and Ray Ward
Kaye and Forrest, ‘56, Wheeler
Eloise and Ted Whisenhunt

B RO N Z E
Anne B. Atkinson
Terry and Duncan Baird
Amy and Timothy K. Barrett
Elizabeth and Roger Belanger
Norma and Michael Berkman
Eva D. Breedlove
Ann Cahill
Kay Cameron and Dennis Gray
Myrna Carley
Betsy Chamberlain

Jane and John Cheek
Ann S. Chenault
Roberta Chereck and Vince 

Cooper
Ruthanne Chesebro
Elizabeth and Charles  

Claypool, Jr.
Joan and Bartow, ‘72, Cowden
Melda and Lewis Davis
Marjorie and Oscar DeLozier
Carolyn and William Duckworth
Woodie and Bud Dyer
Marsha and Robert, ‘62,  Elliott
Cedric C. Epps, ‘14
Doris and Robert Eshelman
M. Laura Evans, ‘61
Susan and David Fann
Kim Farmer
Catherine and Richard Fiser
Mary and Duane Fortenberry
Allyson and Clayton D., ‘08, 

Franklin
Elizabeth M. and Hugh Frazer
Carol and W. Ron, ‘62, Gibson
Priscilla and Jack Glass
Marie Hancock
Rev. and Mrs. David T., ‘60, 

Haygood
Jami, ‘79, and David Holden
Janis and Lonnie Horn
Sandy and Ken Johnson
Lawrence Jones
Peg and Bill* Kieffer
Carolyn M. King
George A. Koller
Mary and Rick Land
Diane Lesko
Jane E. Lewis-Holman, ‘78
Sheila and Doug Mansfield
Margaret L. McCamy
Paul J. Mitchell, III, ‘78
Janice and Carl Moore

Janet and Terry Morris
Jean and Arthur Nethery
Evelyn, ‘62, and Buddy Panter
Katherine S. Pierce
Kathy, ‘73, and Linton Powell
Susan and Darrell Rich
Betty and Bobby, ‘62, Rogers
Carol and Jonathan Sayer
Bertram P. Schafer
Nancy and Walt Shumway
Joanne and Jim Snell
Sunnie and Hong Son
Amy Spivey and Timothy Moore
Catherine and Jody Stallings
Ed Stansell, ‘70
Norma Jean, ‘55, and Robert 

Stewart
Shirley and Robert Stillwell
Elizabeth, ‘86, and Scott Terry
Anne Towns and Bart Hansard
Becky, ‘65, and Russell, ‘55, 

Turpin
Barbara Zotti Vellotti, ‘01
John Wayman

F R I E N D
Barbara A. Bannon
Carolyn, ‘88, and Thomas 

Bernardi
Don H. Berry
Nancy and Don Brewer
Mary Carol and Michael J. 

Campbell
Ida-Anne and Robert Clarke
Becky, ‘69, and Ed Cochran
Betty Cooper
Jackie and Tim Croxdale
Ki Curtis
Susan and Jackie Dobbins
Hazel Douglass
Emily A. Espy, ‘14
Dorothy and Dwight Ewing

Cheryl and Jim Flora
Karen and John Gallogly
Michelle L. Golden, ‘05, and Jeff 

Hargens
Michelle Graham-Wilson
Raymond A. Groth
Carol Anne and Gene Harrison
Lois, ‘72  and William Hart
Charlotte J. Headrick
Susan, ‘77, and Richard 

Holcombe
Victoria and Kyle, ‘13, Huneycutt
Laura and Scott Jones
Patti and John, ‘56, Kay
Sarah and Shaughan Keaton
Abigail and Kendall Kiker
Richard R. Knepp
Marian and Barry Malac
Kevin J. Marinelli
Leslie B. Martin, ‘87
Zadie Cunningham McCall, ‘58
David B. McLemore
Leigh and Kevin Miller
David S. Mora
Denise and Harold Murphy
Benjamin M. Norman
William B. Ogden, ‘13
Brenda Paul
Helga Reaves and Ilse Shepherd
Shirley and Vince Robelotto
Don Schneider
Angela and Ralph Sgambati
Mary and David Slavkin
Frances and Larry Smith
Carol and David Smucker
Tony Stringer
Jack Tripp, ‘12
Michelle Twarog
Hugh A. Walker, Jr., ‘62
Jeremy Waltman
Tess Wieland

*Deceased 

Your support enables YHC’s Division of 
Fine Arts to continue offering quality 
programming that benefits student 
development and enhances the local 
cultural landscape. Friends of the Arts 
supports the College’s goals to enable 
students to grow and learn in an 
environment of uncompromised artistic 
and academic freedom and integrity.  
For more information, contact 
YHC’s Office of Advancement at 
(706) 379-5173 or visit yhc.edu/fota.

 DEPARTMENT OF MUSIC OFFERS 
Exciting Lineup of Events

PLAY A LEADING  
ROLE IN THE ARTS 
at Young Harris College

 Bronze $100–$249

 Friend $99 and below

JOIN TODAY!
FRIEND $99 and below
all members receive:
• Annual newsletter
• Annual spring dinner
• Name recognition in event programs
• NEW! Season preview event
• NEW! FOTA-Exclusive Talkbacks

BRONZE $100–$249
all Friend level benefits, plus:
•  NEW! 10% off one gift or clothing item  

at YHC Bookstore

SILVER $250–$499
all Bronze level benefits, plus:
• NEW! Invitation to a working rehearsal
•  NEW! Invitation to select pre- and  

post-performance receptions
• NEW! Paint N’ Pour art event 

GOLD $500–$999
all Silver level benefits, plus:
• Private reception and dinner in the fall

PLATINUM $1,000+
all Gold level benefits, plus:
•  NEW! Go behind-the-scenes—learn about 

production, costumes and set design
•  NEW! Membership in YHC’s President’s Circle 

Please select your FOTA membership level:
 Platinum $1,000+

 Gold $500–$999

 Silver  $250–$499
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Young Harris College Office of Advancement • P.O. Box 275 • Young Harris, GA 30582
Or join online: yhc.edu/fota
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LEFT TO RIGHT A special performance by “America’s famous duo-

organists” Elizabeth and Raymond Chenault and the second annual 

Kaleidoscope Concert kicked off the 2015-2016 music season.    The 

Grammy Award-winning Los Angeles Guitar Quartet will perform for the 

YHC community on March 18.




